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The Faroudja Line Doubler® 


This is an actual TV picture that has been processed by 
the Faroudja System LD100 — A perfect picture: NO LINES, 
NO NOISE, NO MOIRE, IT LOOKS LIKE FILM. 


*Also available in dual standard PAL/NTSC 
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Not exactly magic...but 
close. Multiplex HBO® & 
Cinemax®. A deal so good 
you'll pinch yourself to make 


sure it’s real. More than just 2 


channels, Multiplex delivers 8 
different viewing choices: 5 
of HBO and 3 of Cinemax. 
That means you always get 
8 different programs to 
choose from. But it’s only 
available through satellite... 


Cutting Edge Technology. 
If you’re looking for the very 
best, this is it. Home satellite 
systems deliver channels and 
programming options (like 
Multiplex!) you can’t get else- 
where. Plus audio/video 
reception quality you simply 
have to see to believe. 


Check It Out! Get in on 
all this great excitement. 
Shop around. Talk to your 
local satellite retailer...or 
give us a call for more 
details. We'd love to talk 
with you... 


For Details, Call HBO Direct 


1-800-285-5621 





© 1993 HBO Direct. All rights reserved. HBO Direct and 
Design are trademarks of—and HBO and Cinemax are regis- 
tered service marks of—~Time Warner Entertainment 
Company, L.P. 
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Morphing toward 
the millennium 





As entertainment and information technologies move ahead at breakneck 
speeds, captains of industry are working furiously to identify new opportunities 
to help their companies prosper in home electronics’ new digital world order. 
Naturally, these executives are trying to shape the future to fit their particular 
visions and profit motives, but important points are being made amid the pos- 
turing and jockeying for position. 

At this winter’s Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, for instance, 
where digital video dominated new product hoopla in direct broadcast satel- 
lites, CD-ROMs and interactive multimedia players, AT&T executive Robert 
Kavner delivered a keynote address that cautioned against the potentially sti- 
fling effect the cable industry could have on development of the next 
generation of home entertainment and information systems. 

Notwithstanding the irony of an executive of what we used to call “The 
Phone Company” branding someone else a monopolist, Kavner was right on 
target —free, open competition is vital to spark innovation and to assure uni- 
versal access to the cornucopia of entertainment and data the future promises. 

A little while later, we turned to C-Span to watch Vice President Gore’s 
Technology Summit in Los Angeles, where a panel of industry bigwigs — in- 
cluding top guns from Disney, Fox, Warner and two Baby Bells — waxed 
enthusiastic about what tomorrow will bring. It was good to see Mickey 
Schulhof, chairman of Sony USA, clearly articulating the advantages and 
challenges inherent in an open marketplace, realities Sony, as a member of 
the hyper-competitive consumer electronics industry, knows as well as anyone. 

The companies that make TVs and VCRs have been curiously absent 
from the frenzied press coverage of the so-called information superhighway. It’s 
a peculiar omission since the home video revolution has served as the ad- 
vance guard for the digital days to come, since home video manufacturers sold 
36 million TVs and VCRs in the U.S. last year (to the tune of $11.6 billion), 
and since the color TV set remains the centerpiece of home entertainment 
systems and the final destination of anything traversing the electronic avenue. 

Another peculiar omission in many discussions is the role satellite delivery 
may play in tomorrow’s electronic world. This month RCA begins selling its 
small-dish direct broadcast satellite system called DSS. By fall, it will be in 
stores throughout the country, providing an alternative to fiber-optic and wire- 
based ways of connecting the nation electronically. If DSS fulfills its promises, 
you will have a clear choice among several different delivery systems for high- 
quality home entertainment programs. 

That’s good news we hope the nation’s leaders factor into their planning 
for a national information infrastructure. That infrastructure is in a kind of 
amorphous state now — transforming itself pell mell from an analog to a digital 
being, like the morphing characters in T2 and other movies. It’s difficult to 
fathom what the final shape will be, but it’s important the creators of new sys- 
tems include these vital elements: open competitive markets, and home 
electronics and alternative delivery systems that spur innovation. Besides, this 
environment will continue the flow of exciting new products for video enthu- 
siasts. 


James M. Barry 
Editor 
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Dragon: 
The Bruce Lee Story * 1150705 
Made In America * 1150606 
Sleepless In Seattle * 1154905 
Sliver * 1147008 
Benny & Joon * 1108307 
Home Alone * 0104208 
Home Alone 2: 
Lost In New York * 1104900 
Indecent Proposal * 1142009 
Point Of No Return * 1127109 
Predator * 0364901 
Predator 2 * 0104307 
Lethal Weapon 0630806 
Lethal Weapon 2 * 0642702 
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Scarface (1983) 0216804 
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® Batman Returns * 1029909 
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3 Basic Instinct * 1033208 
2 AFew Good Men * 1106301 
Unforgiven (1992) * 1084003 
The Last Of 
The Mohicans (1992) * 1071406 
Dances With Wolves *0805200 
Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day *0233205 
The Sound Of Music *0003905 
The Abyss * 0881102 
Die Hard * 0367607 
Die Hard 2: Die Harder *0041806 
*Letterbox 


Here’s a great way to build a collection 
of your favorite movies—on laserdiscs! 
Just write in the numbers of the three 
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, 
plus shipping and handling. What’s 
more, you can get two more laserdiscs 
for the low price of $14.95 each (see 
complete details in coupon). In 
exchange, you simply agree to buy four 
more laserdiscs in the next two years, 
at regular Club prices (currently as low 
as $29.95, plus shipping/handling) — 
and you may cancel membership at 
any time after doing so. 


Free magazine sent every four weeks 
(up to 13 times a year) reviewing our 
Director's Selection—plus scores of 
alternate choices, including many 
lower-priced laserdiscs, And you may 
also receive Special Selection mailings 
up to four times a year. (That's up to 17 
buying opportunities a year.) 


Buy only what you want! If you want 
the Director’s Selection, do nothing—it 
will be sent automatically. lf you’d 
prefer an alternate selection, or none 
at all, just mail the response card 
always provided by the date specified. 





Bladerunner: 
The Director's Cut* 
1097906 
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Cliffhanger* 
1149301 


1154400 


Star Wars *0056408 


And you'll always have 14 days to 
decide; if not, you may return the 
selection at our expense. 


Money-Saving Bonus Plan. If you 
continue your membership after 
fulfilling your obligation, you'll be 
eligible for our generous bonus plan. It 
enables you to enjoy great savings on 
the movies you want—for as long as 
you decide to remain a member! 


10-Day Risk-Free Trial. We'll send 

details of the Club’s operation with your 

introductory package. If not satisfied, 

return everything within 10 days for a 
full refund and no further obligation. 
For fastest service, use a credit card 
and call us toll free 24 hours a day: 

Dept. 

CNQ 


Entertaining 
America... 
One Person 
at a Time® 


DISCS 


PLUS 2 MORE AT GREAT SAVINGS! 


= Rising Sun 
1174804 


Backdraft *0559005 


The Silence Of 


The Lambs 0805309 








Patriot Games * 1051309 
Alien 0000208 
Aliens 0360909 
Alien 3 * 1042506 
Robin Hood: 

Prince Of Thieves *0976803 
The Hunt For 

Red October *0825000 
Hook * 0854307 
Howards End * 1102805 


Madonna: Truth Or Dare *0232900 
Madonna: The 





Immaculate Collection 0983403 
National Lampoon’s 
Animal House 0211508 
The Last Boy Scout * 0779108 
Chinatown * 0202507 
Fried Green Tomatoes 1005404 
EA Jaws 0100008 
@ Bugs Bunny Classics 0297705 
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The Man Who 
Would Be King *0085803 
The Empire Of The Sun *0633206 
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Forever Young * 1104306 
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Star Trek— 
The Motion Picture * 0203505 
Star Trek Il— 
Bram Stoker's 
Dracula* The Wrath Of Khan * 0201301 
1102904 Star Trek IIl— 
we The Search For Spock *0201608 
Star Trek IV— 
The Voyage Home *0430603 
Star Trek V— 
The Final Frontier * 0448605 
Star Trek VI—The 
Undiscovered Country * 1001007 
The mee Pt ge Back* 2001: A Space Odyssey *0844308 
Passenger 57 * 1087709 


Return Of The Jedi *0354704 E.T.: The Extra-Terrestrial 0681106 


Dept. CNQ, P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 478 


Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this advertisement. As a member, | need 
buy only four more selections, at regular Club prices, within the next two years 


Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each plus $1.50 each shipping/handling (total $7.50) 
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Please Check How Paying: [9 My check is enclose 
(J Charge my introductory laserdiscs and any future Club purchases to 
(MasterCard [)DinersClub [JAMEX [CIVISA (Discover 

Also send me a fourth laserdisc for $14.95 plus 
$1.50 shipping/handling which I’m adding to my $7.50 
payment (that’s a total of $23.95 for all four laserdiscs). 
C Also send still one more selection for an 
additional $14.95 plus $1.50 shipping/handling (that’s 
atotal of $40.40 for all five laserdiscs) 
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Cable scrambling 
and readers 
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Strike up the broadband 


I read with great interest your January 
94 interview (“One on One”) with Ron 
Katznelson of Multichannel Communi- 
cation Sciences Inc. and its discussion of 
the broadband descrambler, which 
would deliver cable signals to the home 


scrambler would also have the potential 
for a la carte services. It would likely 
cost a little more, but many would will- 
ingly pay despite the general consensus 
about high cable rates. Who wouldn’t 
for full restoration of recording, channel 
indexing and PIP? The first cable system 
that adopts broadband descrambling 
along with a la carte service will rise well 
above the others in prestige as well as in 
its level of profit. Ronald Rodwell 


Ageless video 


I cannot tell you in just a few words 
what video means to me and my family. 
I’m 77 years old and was married 55 
years. My husband passed away six years 
ago. We had six children. I now have 12 
grandchildren and 14 great grand- 
children. When our children were small, 
we had a movie camera. My son, who 
now owns a video camera, put all our 
old movies on videotapes. What a trea- 
sure this is. 

Last year he videotaped me telling of 
my grandparents, my parents and my 
life. I’m blessed to have pictures of my 
great, great grandparents on both sides 
of the family. This will be a great help for 
the generations of my family yet to 
come. I also have many videos of senior 
events like plays and square dances. I’m 
like George Jones —I might be old in 
years, but I’m not ready for a rocking 
chair. Barbara Crump 


Hudson, North Carolina 
Creativity and fun 


Congratulations! Video Magazine is real- 
ly something to be proud of. I’ve read it 
for many years, and bought my first vid- 
eo recorder in 1978 when they first came 
on the market. It was a huge JVC with 
piano keys and blank tapes that were 
$20 each (ouch!). 

I really enjoyed the articles on El 
Mariachi’s Robert Rodriguez and tapes 








unscrambled. The broadband de- | 


Norwood, New York 





under $15 (Dec. 93). This is what our 
interest in video is all about— creativity 
and fun! Rodriguez is right. We all have 
30 bad movies in our souls. Keep up the 
excellent work. 


John Mack Flanagan 
Columa, California 
Director : 
Robert 
Rodriguez 


Take this disc and stuff it 


I’ve had it with Lucasfilm Ltd. and all 
THX hype. I don’t own a THX disc, but 
I'd bet my bottom dollar it’s not much 
better. The studios wait until we spend 
all our hard-earned dollars on one ver- 
sion, then come out with another that’s 
supposed to sound better than every- 
thing else. 

Five years ago Dolby Surround 
wasn’t on every movie jacket. Today it 
is. And now manufacturers will be put- 
ting THX on everything — after we’ve al- 
ready bought into surround sound. Well, 
they can stuff it\ I'll just keep buying 
plain Dolby discs and tapes. 

Melvin Wea 
St. Louis, Missouri 


One film, one disc 


I think the people from Sony are right 
(“CD Cinema,” Oct. 93). CD video 
movies should have better quality than 
VHS and come on one disc. Why not 
make the discs double-sided, then use 
Nimbus’ idea of double density to make 
room for better picture quality and 
AC-3 surround sound? Michael Doe 

Rockford, Illinois 





Video Magazine welcomes ‘your comments. 
Address correspondence to Feedback, Video 
Magazine, 460 West 34 Street, New York, 
NY 10001. 
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Color my world 


With the recent proliferation of 
CD-based multimedia formats, it seems 
strange that audio/video and computer 
enthusiasts are suddenly being innun- 
dated with books. Not the old-fashioned 
kind with pages and such, but specifica- 
tion guides for digital formats that go 
under names like “Green Book.” It’s a 
confusing collection of terms because 
the colors selections seem arbitrary (the 
choices come from the color of the note- 
books used by various engineering teams 
during research). So to help you cut 
through all the color noise we’ve put to- 
gether our first guide to CD standards, 
including a couple of our own: 

e Red Book: Audio CD 

e Yellow Book: CD-ROM 

e Orange Book: CD-ROM XA 

e Green Book: CD-I 

e White Book: Video CD 

e Blue Book: Disc full of prices for ob- 
solete, dead-format multimedia players. 

e Black Book: Data CD with security 
codes, optimized for storing those spe- 
cial, secret phone numbers. 

—Brent Butterworth 


Flimflam cam 


The one-of-a-kind video watch 
camera was created to show off the po- 
tential of the CMOS silicon chip that, 
along with a wide-angle lens, constitutes 
an entire video camera. Joe Winksy of 
Marshall Electronics (310-390-6608) 
told us the company simply replaced the 
watchworks with its printed circuit 
board, attached the lens and put the 
watch back together. The camera deliv- 
ers a black-and-white image to a video 
recorder either through a wire or an ac- 
cessory transmitter. Used mainly for sur- 
veillance and in robotics, the camera 
costs $249 —a small price to add some 
furtiveness to your videos. So mount it 






















be EDITED BY KENNETH KORMAN 





>> 





HITCHIN’ A RIDE 





Our recent holiday gift guide (“$14.98 Fever,” Dec. '93) showed that 
many all-time great movies have finally broken the $15 barrier on videocas- 
sette. But we were especially thrilled to hear that MCA/Universal has just de- 
cided to drop the price of 15 prized titles from the master of intrigue and 
suspense, Alfred Hitchcock. Now available for $14.98 are Psycho, Rear Win- 
dow, Vertigo, The Man Who Knew Too Much (1955), Rope, Shadow of a Doubt, 
Saboteur, The Trouble With Harry, The Birds, Marnie, Torn Curtain, Topaz, Fren- 
zy, Family Plot and The Best of Alfred Hitchcock Presents: Volume One, a com- 
pilation from Hitch’s beloved TV series. 

If you haven't seen the movies in a while, you may be surprised at how well 
they stand up to repeat viewings. We suggest starting with Vertigo and Shadow 
of a Doubt (guests are subject to mandatory viewings at our house), then work 
your way through Rear Window, Psycho, Saboteur and for comic relief, The 
Trouble With Harry. That’s right, they don’t make ’em like they used to. —KK 


on your own watch, lapel, perhaps inside 


your glass eye or maybe even debut the | The Devil he knows 


world’s first video tongue camera. 
poner Clark Max Von Sydow has gone to the 


; Devil. The man who was Christ in The 
sary Greatest Story Ever Told has switched 

watch cam. | <ides, portraying Leland Gaunt, the 
Devil-in-the-flesh in Needful Things, the 
Stephen King horror flick just released 
on video by New Line. Von Sydow says 
doing the Devil is easier than God: 
“Playing Christ, you have to be con- 
scious of the opinions of the Catholics, 
the Protestants, the Jews, the Mormons, 
everybody. You can’t do a character that 
way. Playing the Devil, you just have to 


“Gia 
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—MICHAEL CHAPMAN, 
cinematographer, on the — 


growing Hollywood practice of sending 
videos of Oscar-nominated movies to 


voting Academy members in lieu 
of theatrical screenings. 





satisfy the Devil.” 

If playing both God and Satan is a 
distinction, Von Sydow has another: He 
has acted for both Ingmar Bergman (in 
The Seventh Seal) and Bergman fan 
Woody Allen (in Hannah and Her Sis- 
ters). Von Sydow says the two men differ 
in their approach. Bergman “has such a 
strong personality. I learned so much 
about understanding characters as hu- 
man beings.” Allen is another story: “He 
didn’t say very much. But he had very 
clear, preconceived ideas about what he 
wanted to do with the camera.” 

Allen usually rehearsed the camera 
movements and the scenes with stand- 
ins, so “when the actors were called on 
the stage, the camera knew what to do 
and the stand-ins knew what to do, but 
you, as an actor, got a ‘glove’ that you 
had to fit into.” Von Sydow chuckles. 
“Which was a bit confusing to begin 
with.” —Tom Soter 


Cinema Latina 


Facets Multimedia, longtime 
source for hard-to-find independent and 
international cinema, has a free catalog 








specializing in Spanish and Latin Ameri- 
can films. It includes new directors like 
Pedro Almodovar, old masters like Luis 
Bunuel and documentaries by and about 
Latin American artists and issues. For 
your free copy, write Facets Video, 1517 
West Fullerton Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60614 or call 800-331-6197. 

—Brian Clark 


Turn on, tune in, drop out 


If floods, fires, earthquakes and 
random violence don’t provide enough 
of a feeling of chaos in your daily life, a 
new video production company 


has a 


videocassette for you. Images of Chaos, 
An Artwork for Television from Industrial 
Street Productions of West Hollywood is 
an hour-long video collection of ka- 
liedoscopic images including “fractals” 
or fractions within a larger image re- 
flected in a small, similar image. 
Sounding like Timothy Leary in the 
early ’60s, the company describes 
Images as a “radical, hypnotic, cy- 
berspace cloud-gazing trip,” that 
can be watched as a movie, or left 
playing for parties, friends or re- 
laxation. Generated by chaos-the- 
ory mathematical formulas, the 
video features “surreal worlds 
and strange creatures that may 
be discovered in the images.” 
Sounds like a normal Monday 
morning commute to us. 

















Richard Darrow, 
President of Sunpak, 
talks about camcorder 
batteries 





Most chargers provided with 

today’s camcorders can 
recharge batteries in two hours or 
less, depending upon battery capac- 
ity. A 1200 mAh battery takes 
approximately one hour, while a 
2400 mAh battery takes twice as 
long. Since each camcorder has dif- 
ferent power requirements, it is 
impossible to give an exact run 
time. On average, a 1200 mAh bat- 
tery provides 45-60 minutes of 
recording time. 


Memory is an effect that 

reduces the running time of bat- 
teries that are not fully discharged 
before they are recharged. 
Depending upon the design and 
quality of the battery, this can occur 
after as few as five uses. 


By purchasing batteries that are 

designed to prevent memory 
from occurring, such as Sunpak’s 
Memory-Free RB-80U and RB-80UL 
batteries, both of which have a life- 
time guarantee to be Memory-F ree. 


Nickel Cadmium (NICd) batter- 

ies have an expected lifespan of 
500-1000 recharge cycles. The actual 
number depends upon the quality of 
the battery cells and the way batter- 
ies are handled. Lead acid batteries 
only have a lifespan of approximately 
100 recharge cycles and must be 
recharged immediately after use to 
avoid loss of power. NICd batteries 
may be recharged at any time. 
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VIDEONICS 
is improving its 
popular Title- 
Maker video 
titler. The new 
| $599 TitleMak- 


er 2000 offers | 


_ the same high- 
quality titles as 
the original 

TitleMaker, but doubles the number of 
font and size combinations (including 
script fonts), adds a monitor output so 
you can show one title while you're 
composing another, produces more ad- 
vanced scrolling effects and allows im- 
mediate access to title pages. 


e 
THE COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 
in Washington has published Presi- 
dent Clinton’s 1994 budget proposal 
on CD-ROM as well as on paper. 
We're glad to hear the administration 
is using the latest technology to get its 
message across, but we are saddened 
to hear that the disc contains only 
text. For future editions, we suggest 
the use of audio/video highlights, now 
common on CD-ROMs. Just think: 
The President could make a personal 
appearance in the form of a Quick- 
Time movie to explain his budget 
choices. This year’s disc —in Windows, 
PC and Macintosh formats — is avail- 


with Gaston Bastiaens | : 


general | manager 2 A 
Personal Interactive cE 


tet clog none and digit 
video among them. Video Magazi 
managing editor Stan Pinkwas 5] 
with him recently about the mergi 
video and ‘computing. ' 


Video: ScriptX, the new 
media tool Apple is developin 


Kaleida labs, will be out this yea for) 


Macintosh and Windows products. 
year or two, Apple’s EZTV cha 


navigator will be ready. What will these : 


products mean? 
_Bastiaens: 

















able for $30 from the Commerce De- 


partment. The printed version, 


however, costs ae 


PUSHING THE VHS ENVELOPE 
once again, JVC announced a 210- 
minute S-VHS tape for sale in Japan. 
That's 10 hours, 30 minutes in EP, a 
real boon for those who scoffed at the 
paltry 10-hour recording of BASF's 
T-200s. The tape nay for about $28. 


WE LOVED ZENITH’S INEXPEN- 
sive PV890X video projector (“Home 
Theater,” Mar. 93), but noted some 
ringing problems that created vertical 
bars on the left side of the picture. 
Ohio Zenith dealer George Miller has 
found a way to correct the problem 
through modifications on the 
PV890X, the PV851 and other projec- 
tors that use the same chassis, like 
some models by Runco, GE, Image 

Amplification, Pulsar and AmPro. The 
mods totally eliminate the ringing 


| (we've tried them). Miller performs 


ae modifications for $250 plus ship- 
For more information, call 


ng. 
6. 869-6229. 


GOLD DISK IS INTRODUCING A 
Macintosh version of its popular Video 








Director editing software and hard- 





ware. The Windows and Amiga ver- 








sions of Video Director include a cable 
that controls any LANC-equipped 
camcorder or VCR for playback, and 
any infrared remote-controlled VCR 
as the recorder. Expect a price of 
about $200 to $250. 


e 

IN LAST MONTH’S “HOME 
Theater’ column, Paul Levy described 
the metal rods that tie his equipment 
rack into the ceiling as protection 
against the rack falling over in an 
earthquake, and commented, “For- 
tunately, it’s never been tested.” Well, 
now it has—the recent L.A.-area 
earthquake shook Levy’s house pretty 
badly, but the oe still stands. 


AMERITECH HAS {TS EYE ON 
video. The telecommunications giant 
is launching a multibillion-dollar fiber- 
optic upgrade of its phone network to 
make it possible for half its 12 million 
customers to receive video signals by 
the year 2000. 


e 

ADD SYLVANIA TO THE LIST 
(with Dumont, Westinghouse, Strom- 
berg-Carlson and others) of venerable 
television brands disappearing for 
good..Philips will drop the Sylvania 
name at the end of the year, spelling 
the end for a brand that has been on 
TVs for a half a century. 


Bastiaens: | think the second half 


of the '90s. Its difficult to set an exact 
| date because we are building a new in- 
_| dustry and we are doing this with major 
| partners like Toshiba, Sharp, Motorola, 
| | Panasonic and so on. We'll also see 


communications combine with video 


- | broadcasting, so that video conferenc- 


ing with PDA-type products becomes a 
reality. 


makers — have to change? 
Bastiaens: A lot will get more in- 
Aft 


Soy into their televis 


all, the move to” 


7 digital television is _ 
| coming. | 


Video: So 


| there'll be a wider 
| spectrum of TV 
| products? 


Bastiaens: | 


Yes, because ev- 
erything gets digi- 


tal and because of J 


: the fast integra- 


yn in micro- 


functionality at a low cost i 
chip that’s very expensive oday. 





Video: How will the TV induc 
. | try—hardware manufacturers and TV 
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P..nasonic introduces the 
WJ-AVE7 Digital Video Mixer. 
With Luminance Keying and over 
100 special effects, it makes your 
videos especially effective. 

Think of the new Panasonic 
WJ-AVE7 
Video 
Mixer as 
a way to 
turbo- 
charge 
your imagination. Dual PIP 

Its sophisticated technology lets 
you do almost anything you can 
imagine at a price that’s so afforda- 
ble it’s unimaginable. For instance, 
its Luminance Keying feature lets 
you alter reality by superimposing 
video images. Its auto take feature 
creates flawless transitions, auto- 
matically. Add dual picture-in-pic- 
ture, a color corrector, over 100 
H digital effects, a built-in audio 
mixing board and the optional 

video titler, WJ-TTL5, and 

this Panasonic Video 
Mixer lets you do 
almost anything 
you can 
conceive. 
And 
unlike 
other sys- 
tems, the 
WJ-AVE7’s 
digital synchronizer 
lets you dissolve or wipe between 
any 2 NTSC signals. 

And our AV Mixer can do even 
more—to find out how much more, 
speak to your nearest Panasonic 
Dealer, at 1-800-365-1515, 
ext. 333. sd TV picture simulated. 


sot 


Video Titler 


Panasonic’ 


just slightly ahead of our time.® 
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PLUG IN, CHARGE UP 
Aztec Video's (1-800-955-5505) Self-Charging Bat- 
tery has retractable prongs that enable it to be 
plugged directly into a wall socket for recharging. It 
is a substitute for 6-volt 
batteries that run Sony, 
Panasonic and Sharp 
8mm and VHS-C models. 
Model AZ2000SC ($70) 
delivers a standard one- 
hour run time, while mod- 
el AZ2200SC ($80) runs 
for 90 minutes. (For addi- 
tional information, circle 
108 on the Reader 
Service Card.) 
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CHERRY ON THE TOP 
(AND SIDES) 


RCA has a new 34-inch con- 
sole version (model G34170) of 
its widescreen 16:9 TV. The 
cabinet has a cherry finish and 
storage space for components. 
At $4,499, it also carries a low- 
er price tag, down $500 from 
RCA's first widescreen set. In- 
cluded in the price, buyers may 
choose either $500 worth of la- 
serdiscs or an RCA LDR500 
laserdisc player. (For additional 
information, circle 109 on the 
Reader Service Card.) 


COMPACT TVCR 
Aiwa’s VX-S131 13-inch TVCR ($750) features a 
Trinitron picture tube and a VHS hi-fi VCR. Front- 
panel audio/video inputs make it easy to view or 
dub 8mm footage. Other features include onscreen 
VCR programming and digital auto tracking. A 20- 
inch model will arrive in May. (For additional infor- 
mation, circle 104 on the Reader Service Card.) 


SUT 


NEWCAM 
The new top-of-the-line Sharp Viewcam is the 
VL-H400 Hi8 model ($2,199). New features in- 
clude slow-motion playback, backlight 
compensation, 8x variable-speed zoom, and a 
16:9 mode that places bars at the top and bot- 
tom of the screen. Carryover features include 
digital image stabilization and digital still snap- 
shot. (For additional information, circle 103 on 
the Reader Service Card.) 








POSITH OWN, 
VIDEOCASSETTE 


ASSUME THE POSITION 
Fuji’s ME Position Hi8 tape is a metal particle tape 
that Fuji says matches the performance of metal 
evaporated tape while retaining the extra stability of 
metal particle tape. Fuji cites advances in its dou- 
ble coating technology as the prime factor. The 
tape will be available in 30-, 60- and 120-minute 
lengths. Prices were not available at press time. 
(For additional information, circle 107 on the Read- 
er Service Card.) > 











Even Orson Welles 




















A new reason to b fic, tt & dark. 


Crunching footsteps behind you. Laser beams shooting 
over your head. Just a typical night at home with Adcom’s 
home theater GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier. At Adcom’s 
level of critically acclaimed performance it doesn’t just 
produce surround 
sound. It creates effects 
that are out of this 
world. 

The award-winning 
GTP-600 and an Adcom 
power amplifier give 
you the control to create a sonic experience that surpasses 
anything you’ ve ever heard in a movie theater. 


Award-winning technology takes 
you to the outer limits. 


Providing switching for up to four video sources 
and four audio sources, the GTP-600 gives you 
= the flexibility to customize your audio/video 
system for years to come. Composite or 
S-video connections provide a high definition 
signal path for maximum video quality. And with 
features like Adcom’s exclusive Cinema Surround 
circuitry and Dolby Pro Logic® decoding, the GTP-600 

















Pecierimmed DSPCDigital Signal Processing) modes 
such as Concert Hall, Nightclub, Stadium and Five- 
Channel Stereo surround, let you create a variety of cus- 
tom-tailored, psychoacoustically correct listening environ- 
ments. 

These features cou- 
ple ideally with the 
GTP-600’s advanced, 
programmable remote 
which lets you com- 
mand up to eight addi- 
tional system components for complete home theater 
control. 


Surround yourself now at your Adcom dealer. 


Preview the new GTP-600 tuner/preamplifier at your 
authorized Adcom dealer today. But be careful, you might 


want to leave the lights on. 
“Dolby” and “Pro Logic” are registered trade marks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation 





©1994ADcom @ 


details you can hear 
11 Elkins Road, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 U.S.A. (908) 390-1130. Distributed in Canada by PRO ACOUSTICS INC. Montréal, Québec (514) 344-1226 


Circle 4 on Reader Service Card. 





























4 
CLUTTER BUSTER 
The VCRPRO 8 ($100) 
is a universal remote that 
replaces up to eight re- 
motes, including those 
for CD players and other 
audio equipment. Codes 
are preprogrammed, and 
a Key Magic feature lets 
you assign a function to 
a specific key. The VCR 
programming feature 
turns on the needed 
equipment, even chang- 
ing channels on the 
cable box. The VCRPRO 
8 is part of a complete 
line of remotes by Uni- 
versal Electronics of 
Twinsburg, Ohio. (For ad- 
ditional information, circle 
111 on the Reader 
Service Card.) 





POWER MSTOPTA EJECT 
Lectern rein cr 
va or 


GokdStar 


v SLIM SHOOTER 


10-watt light. (For additional information, 
circle 113 on the Reader Service Card.) 





DA 4 HEAD Hi-Fi / MTS STEREO 
‘ON SCREEN PROGRAMS 
‘WIS HG 


DUCK, IT’S A PREAMP 








Toshiba's M-760 hi-fi stereo VHS VCR ($500) features a “flying preamp” design, which means the signal is 
amplified while still in the head cylinder. Toshiba claims this reduces video noise. For better EP recordings, 
the deck has a pair of 19-micron heads. Additional features include VCR Plus with cable box control and a 
universal remote that also controls a TV and a cable box. (For additional information, circle 112 on the 


Reader Service Card.) 


> IN THE GAME 

Emerson's VCR4003 VHS VCR (price $240) uses 
four heads to produce clear still frames and slow 
motion. Features include 1-month/4-event onscreen 
programming, two-speed picture search and digital 
auto tracking. (For additional information, circle 101 
on the Reader Service Card.) 


RECIITR — PLAY(X2) 





Panasonic's PV-910 full-size VHS camcorder ($899) is a point-and-shoot model with manual controls also 
available for focus and shutter speed. With its color viewfinder folded into a center storage position, the 
camcorder is just three inches wide. The PV-910 has a 12:1 variable-speed zoom lens, and comes with a 











<THE PRICE IS RIGHT 

Goldstar’s GVR-D468 four-head hi-fi VHS VCR is 
the top of the line of five new VCRs. It features 
VCR Plus programming with cable box contro! and 
a front-panel audio/video input. The remote also 
controls around 30 different brands of TVs. Other 
features include double-speed play, freeze frame, 
frame advance and VHS index search. It’s priced at 
$450. (For additional information, circle 100 on the 
Reader Service Card.) 


tape printer 





4 MINI LABEL MAKER 

The Plus Tape Printer ($134) creates labels with up 
to 60 characters. The labels, suitable for videotapes 
and shells, can be printed in four ways, including 
justified and centered. The tiny hand-held unit is 
manufactured by the Plus Corporation of Allendale, 
New Jersey. (For additional information, circle 114 
on the Reader Service Card.) 











RDL 


ROOM ACOUSTICS 


DESIGNED 
LOUDSPEAKERS 


from StereoReview Gulian Hirsch) 


“Both of these systems [the RDL F-1 and FS-1 speakers] are truly excellent, with a smoothness of 
response and low distortion that do credit to their lineage. 


“One of [RDU] principals, Edgar Villchur . . . was responsible for such seminal developments as 
the acoustic-suspension loudspeaker and the dome tweeter . . . Roy Allison was responsible for the 
design of a number of now legendary speakers, including the AR-3a and the AR-LST” 


from THE BAS SPEAKER 
THE PUBLICATION OF THE BOSTON AUDIO SOCIETY (David R. Moran) 


“All [RDL speakers] use Allison’s unsurpassed, strangely unimitated convex tweeter . . . its ultrawide 
radiation and airy imaging may be even more uniform than in previous implementations . . . in over 
a dozen measurements, the RDL tweeter consistently ran + 2 dB from 1-2 kHz to around 18 kHz.” 


fromthe LosAngelesReader (Laurence Vittes) 


“RDL Acoustics’ new line of speakers can bring an orchestra into your living room. . . [The FS-1’s 
have] amazing ability to reproduce demanding full orchestral sound without a trace of digital 
harshness.” 


from the Chicaga Cribune (Rich Warren) 


“Roy Allison. . . designed each speaker model for a specific placement . . . We placed the F-1 three 
inches from the back wall and played music with plenty of bass. It played naturally without boom 
or exaggerated bass. It sounded clear, crisp and tonally well balanced . . . In contrast, the FS-1 [is] 
smooth, well-balanced and natural when located at least two feet from the wall. 


“Most companies cheaply finish speakers in the F1/FS1 $549 per pair price range. RDL 
extravagantly finishes the speakers in a rich lacquered real cherry veneer.” 


The RDL F-1 speaker, one of five 
models priced from $198 to $549 a pair. 





Exclusive Designs by Roy Allison 


FACTORY-DIRECT SALES _ RDLspeakers are sold directly from our factory on a 30-day 
trial basis. There is no retail markup. We also sell Philips, Sherwood, and other brands of electron- 
ic products and accessories, as well as complete systems. 


FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 
Call 1-800-227-0390 or 

Fax 1-800-227-9047 or 
RDL On-LINE (BBS) 
1-800-227-0391 


RDL Acoustics 


26 Pearl Street No. 15, Bellingham, MA 02019 


Circle 5 on Reader Service Card. 








Even though most home theaters are 
based around A/V receivers, you can get 
better sound by going the cool-man au- 
diophile route, using separate amplifiers. 
Music lovers learned long ago that mu- 
sic sounds better when you use a sepa- 
rate amplifier to drive your speakers 
instead of an all-in-one receiver. Now 
that home-theater has plundered the au- 
dio fortress, it’s high time that movie 
lovers learned the same lesson. 

What do you hear with separate am- 
plifiers versus a receiver? Less grit and 
congestion, for starters. Voices sound 
much more natural and less like canned 
TV voices, and subtle dialog is much 
easier to understand. Another dramatic 
improvement is in the highs — natural 
sounds like birds in a forest will sound 
more lifelike, and less spitty and harsh. 

Now, there’s two kinds of home the- 
ater nuts — those who just wanna get by, 
and those who wanna get serious. The 
typical get-by guy’r’gal might have a 
bitchin’ video monitor, but the audio 
side of the equation is probably woefully 
out of step. Worst-case, they’ve got 
some piece-o-crud, resin-caked ’70s re- 
ceiver that crackles when you turn the 
volume control up and down. Best case, 
they've got a $500 foreign A/V re- 
ceiver, which is a fine way to get into the 
home theater experience, but hardly 
where to look for the bestest, cleanest 
sound. 

At the risk of getting too technoid, it 
all comes down to power. Power cor- 
rupts, but in a butt-kickin’ home theater 
tig, power should ERUPT! And to do 
that, your amplifiers have got to be seri- 
ous enough to drive five or more speak- 
ers simultaneously, often at high levels. 
Truth is, most A/V receivers don’t have 
very serious amplifier sections. Their 
printed specs might look impressive, but 
those crafty manufacturers have long 
known how to deliver gear that measures 
well without actually having to sound 
very good. 

Sound ridiculous? Here’s why it isn’t: 
All speakers present given loads to the 
amplifiers driving them. Call it imped- 
ance, call it Earl, a speaker has a charac- 
teristic load that it presents to the 
amplifier, and this load can range from 
quite easy to drive to forget-about-it. I 
recently reviewed a speaker that was so 
hard to drive that all the amplifiers I had 

















a home theater 


on hand would overheat whenever | 
cranked the speakers to minimum rock- 
approved levels. This is an extreme ex- 
ample, but most speakers on the market 
do present a fairly challenging load, 
making the choice of amplifier a very 
important one. 

See, those impressive power specs 
listed with A/V receivers, like “100 watts 
per channel U-betcha,” are derived from 
measuring how much speaker-drivin’ 
power — watts — the receiver can deliver 
when hooked up to an eight-ohm resis- 
tor, which is supposed to be a fair repre- 
sentation of the average speaker’s load. 
Except that it isn’t. The vast majority of 
speakers on the market present a much 
more difficult load for an amplifier to 
drive. And driving five speakers is a hell 








mi How separate amps 
5) can hot-rod your 


__BY COREY GREENBERG | 


4 


There are several ways to go when | 


considering separate amps in a home | 


theater. You can purchase three regular 
ol’ stereo amps and use them to drive 
left, right, center and surround chan- 
nels, leaving the extra amp channel un- 
used or perhaps using it to drive a 
passive subwoofer. This can get pretty 
expensive, though, considering that 
most good 100-watt stereo amps run 
from $700 to $2,000. Multiply that 
times three and you start asking people, 
“Pardon me, but do you have any Grey 
Poupon?” 

A better way to go is with one of the 
bitchin’ new multichannel amps that 
high-end audio companies are now com- 
ing out with. Offering multiple channels 


of clean, speaker-drivin’ power, these | 








Amp Champ: Acurus’ powerful $1,299 200X3 provides three 200-watt channels of high-quality amplification. 





of a lot more taxing than driving two. 
“But I just bought a midpriced sur- 
round receiver!” I hear you, Cherished 
Reader, scream at me from the bath- 
room as you read this. “What am I sup- 
posed to do, DUMP it and start over?” 
That's a legit question — but there’s 
a simple solution. Take a look at the 
back panel of your receiver. Many sur- 
round receivers have line-level outputs 
that let you bypass the receiver’s amp 
section, permitting you to send line-lev- 
el audio signals to separate amplifiers. If 
your receiver has such outputs, you can 
still use it for Pro-Logic decoding, vol- 
ume control, etc. 





amps offer exceptional value and, owing 


to their single-box construction, much | 
greater ease of installation than a gaggle | 
o’ stereo amps. Of the multichannel | 








amps I've checked out, the most impres- | 


sive occupy both ends of the power spec- 
trum — the six-channel, $699 NAD 906, 
and the three-channel, $1,299 Acurus 
200X3. 

The little 30-watt-per-channel NAD 
is perfectly suited to those who want 
high-quality sound but don’t listen at 
lease-breakin’ volumes (like apartment 
dwellers and the Amish). It sports the 


equivalent of six fully independent am- | 


continued on page 35 
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The purity of separates. From the passion of Carver. 


The Carver name evokes an almost mystical no, stunningly — reproduces the dynamic 


following among serious music lovers. peaks of digital music and movie soundtracks. 

And justly so. Carver power amplifiers have Witness the superiority of Carver separates: 
generated critical acclaim-year after year, Flawless sound, low distortion, instant and 
model after model, with one — the TFM-35 — authoritative response to octave fluctuations in 
universally acknowledged as “one of the best the center channel. Note the abundance of 
audio amplifier values in the world.” Upgraded power: At 360 watts per channel @ 4 ohms 
to the TFM-35x, with high fidelity enhance- (triple that of a top receiver), merely one of 
ments so advanced, it also exceeded the strict the most powerful audio amplifiers available 
specifications of THX® home theater. for both music and home theater. 

One look, one listen, will confirm Carver’s With the infinite flexibility to accommodate 
passion for aural perfection. Gold plated system upgrades for years to come. 
input jacks, 5-way binding posts, dual analog Yet, this is but a preview. For a feature 
meters. Expansive headroom that faithfully — length brochure, contact Carver today. 


CARVER 


Powerful e Musical e Accurate 


CARVER CORPORATION, P.O. BOX 1237 LYNNWOOD, WA 98036 ® (206) 7751202 ¥ 
© 1994 Carver Corporation . 
Distributed in Canada by Evolution Audio, Oakville, Ontario (416) 847-8888 Made in 


THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm LTD. all rights reserved 
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CAMCORNER 





ith the right equipment and strat- 

egy, a low budget music video can 

be a creative and successful pro- 

duction. But without proper plan- 
ning and technical capabilities, it has the 
potential to become a synchronization 
and audio mixing nightmare. 

The simplest, fastest way to make a 
music video is to start with a pro- 
fessional recording of the music. Rather 
than attempt to record sound with your 
camcorder, use a high-quality demo tape 
that was originally recorded on eight, 16 
or 24 tracks, and mixed together using 
all the tricks of the trade. For the video, 
the band will lip-sync to this 
recording — the musicians will pretend 
to be playing and singing, listening to 
the recording to stay in sync. 

If you’re in the market to buy a new 
camcorder and want to make music vid- 











BY CLIFF ROTH 





along. Unfortunately, the Hi8 and 8mm 
formats don’t have this capability — with 
these, you must record new sound 
whenever you record a new picture. The 
crucial video dub feature is found on 
hobbyist S-VHS and VHS camcorder 
models, and their miniaturized VHS-C 
and S-VHS-C siblings. 

Equipped with such a camcorder, 
you should first copy the song onto the 
videocassette you'll use in the camcord- 
er. The picture should be black (just 
keep the camcorder’s lens cap on) so it 
won’t be distracting if it accidentally ap- 
pears. Next, plan out the sequence of 
shots that will be matched to the song. 
Pay careful attention to points in the 
song where you may want to return to a 
previous location — these points can all 
be shot during the same setup. The 
more locations you have, the more lush 





AUDIO CASSETTE DECK 


= 
FS i | 





Step 1: 

Copy music from 
an audio tape 
onto a camcorder 
tape through the 
mic or line input 
(cap the lens). 


CAMCORDER 


(LENS CAPPED) 





POWERED SPEAKER 


CAMCORDER 





Step 2: 

Use video dub to 
record the per- 
formers lip- 


syncing; monitor 
the sound with a 


powered speaker. 
MUSICIANS 





Video: Red and blue 
Audio: Yellow 








Step 3: 

Use video dub 
again to add cut- 
aways, titles and 
other alternate 
footage from a 
VCR. 


CAMCORDER 








Making A Music Video: Record sound first, then video-dub performers lip-syncing, then add cut-aways. 





eos, the format you choose can make a 
big difference in what’s technically possi- 
ble. Even if you already have a camcord- 
er, it may be worth renting or borrowing 
another one with video dub capability. 
Video dub lets you produce a music 
video in the camcorder, without the 
need to edit later. You edit as you go 








the production will look, but the more 
time it will take. Select locations in con- 
sultation with the band, and push your- 
selves to come up with clever visual 
ideas. Music videos have a rich tradition 
of experimentation, visual poetry and an 
anything-goes attitude. Find dramatic 
shots of natural beauty (sunsets, 





The art and science of 
shooting music videos 
with consumer gear 


beaches, lakes, parks, animals, etc.), in- 
dustry (smokestacks, assembly lines), 
and/or commerce (shopping strips, 
malls, stores), and use these where ap- 
propriate. 

Besides the camcorder, you'll need a 
stereo system or a powered speaker, and 
adaptor cables to get the audio signal 
from the camcorder’s headphone or line 
output jack to the amplifier. This is how 
the band will hear the recording they’re 
lip-syncing to. Where amplified music is 
a problem, the singer can wear head- 
phones to lip-sync to the recording. 

Go to your first location, play the 
tape, pause it at the spot where you 
want to begin recording an image, hit 
the video dub button, release from pause 
and begin shooting. If you make a mis- 
take, go back and do it again until you 
get it right. (Too many recordings over 
the exact same spot will stretch the tape 
and create a glitch—you may want to 
make several copies of the audio track 
on a single tape, so you can move on toa 
different one after five or six takes.) 

Rather than recording video in short 
bursts, you may prefer to start by shoot- 
ing a master shot of the entire song — 
typically a wide shot showing the whole 
band. Then, using the video dub feature 
again, you can record new pictures over 
selected spots—such as close-ups, loca- 
tions relating to the lyrics, etc. 

If you have access to two or more 
camcorders, and a special-effects gener- 
ator or a video mixer (like Panasonic’s 
WJ-AVE5 or Sony’s XV-D1000) then 
you can produce a multicamera live vi- 
sual mix of the band, typically appearing 
onstage in a club or studio context. 

Without the video dub feature, you 
must record the entire music video in 
one continuous take, by playing the 
mixed audio tape into the camcorder’s 
microphone input (using an attenuating 
patch cable) while simultaneously 
recording the picture either with a single 
camcorder, or multicamera using a video 
mixer. This is the only viable approach 
with Hi8 and 8mm gear. 

Working on a more professional lev- 
el, it's also possible to piece together the 
music video through editing, but the 
same constraints apply: You can shoot in 
Hi8 or 8mm, but it should be edited 
onto S-VHS or VHS to take advantage 

continued on page 35 
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BOGEN 3169 
CINE/VIDEO 
TRIPOD 
THE IDEAL 


CAMCORDER 
COMPANION 


Easy to use and 
easy to handle, 
the 3169 
combines Bogen 
3001 Tripod Legs 
and a 3130 QR Micro Fluid Head with Quick Release 
Plate. The Bogen 3001 Tripod is the lightest (about 3 lbs.) 


and the smallest (folds to 20 1/2 in.), but is one of the most Video Machine and its VM-Studio companion software utilize an easy-to-use time- 
versatile tr ipods we offer. Stur dy, hard finish aluminum legs © line interface for editing, as well as tools for clip management and even the ability assis 
feature 3 click stop spread angles and each has a sure grip, 7 to create your own unique effects. Machine control is provided for Control-L and 5- iam 
quick-acting, non-fouling lever lock. The Bogen 3169 is Pin Edit Control, with optional RS-422 and RS-232 control available. Video 


just one ofawide choice of tripods fluid heads: doles ane ® Machine can always be expanded with a range of professional options including 
ue k 5 © YUV input/output and nonlinear editing, ensuring that the system will grow to fit 


| your needs. 


For more information, call FAST at (800) 248-FAST. 


Video Machine from FAST Electronics is a complete A/B roll editing system for PC § 
and Macintosh computers. With machine control, two frame synchronizers, hun- 
dreds of editable DVE transitions, audio mixing and anti-aliased titling, and graph- 
ics with alpha channel, Video Machine provides all of the components necessary to 
create professional quality video productions on the desktop. 











See your dealer or write to Bogen Photo Corp., 565 East 
Crescent Avenue, Ramsey, N.J. 07446-0506; (201) 818-9500 | 
























Need Some Technical Help? BRYSTON’S 
CEDIA (Custom Electronics Desion and i = 7B NRB THX® 
: vetga ~4MONAURAL 
ANMIPLIFIER 


Bryston, well known for 
their high-quality 
amplifiers, has 
ntroduced their most 

: 7B NRB THX®. 

NRB THX? is designed 


home theater system. 


















SHOP WITH Ala VIDEO SHOWCASE 


adverti tured in Video Showcase or find out where the nearest dealer is for that 
” get —_ crde a pies with your desired shopping option and we'll do the rest! 













id symmetrical circuitry, | 


















Showcase #1 Showcase #3 _ Adding to thee 

A. Send me literature A. Send me literature alanced (XLR and 1/4”) 

B. Send me dealer information B. Send me dealer information itallow for flexibility in 
sonvenient feature 18 the 

Showcase #2 Showcase #4 hat lets the output stage | 

A. Send me literature A. Send me literature nediel 








B. Send me dealer information B. Send me dealer information 


yr more information 
ryston’s other 
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Address 
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[ CAMCORNER 





ith the right equipment and strat- 

egy, a low budget music video can 

be a creative and successful pro- 

duction. But without proper plan- 
ning and technical capabilities, it has the 
potential to become a synchronization 
and audio mixing nightmare. 

The simplest, fastest way to make a 
music video is to start with a pro- 
fessional recording of the music. Rather 
than attempt to record sound with your 
camcorder, use a high-quality demo tape 
that was originally recorded on eight, 16 
or 24 tracks, and mixed together using 
all the tricks of the trade. For the video, 
the band will lip-sync to this 
recording — the musicians will pretend 
to be playing and singing, listening to 
the recording to stay in sync. 

If you’re in the market to buy a new 
camcorder and want to make music vid- 











BY CLIFF ROTH 





along. Unfortunately, the Hi8 and 8mm 
formats don’t have this capability — with 
these, you must record new sound 
whenever you record a new picture. The 
crucial video dub feature is found on 
hobbyist S-VHS and VHS camcorder 
models, and their miniaturized VHS-C 
and S-VHS-C siblings. 

Equipped with such a camcorder, 
you should first copy the song onto the 
videocassette you'll use in the camcord- 
er. The picture should be black (just 
keep the camcorder’s lens cap on) so it 
won't be distracting if it accidentally ap- 
pears. Next, plan out the sequence of 
shots that will be matched to the song. 
Pay careful attention to points in the 
song where you may want to return to a 
previous location — these points can all 
be shot during the same setup. The 
more locations you have, the more lush 








AUDIO CASSETTE DECK 





29:34 | 


Step 1: 

Copy music from 
an audio tape 
onto a camcorder 
tape through the 
mic or line input 
(cap the lens). 


CAMCORDER 
(LENS CAPPED) 





POWERED SPEAKER 





Video: Red and bhi 
Audio: Yellow 








Making A Music Videc 


eos, the format yc 
big difference in w 
ble. Even if you al; 
er, it may be wortl 
another one with 

Video dub let; 
video in the car 
need to edit late 
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VIDEO 


The art and science of 
shooting music videos 
with consumer gear 


beaches, lakes, parks, animals, etc.), in- 
dustry (smokestacks, assembly lines), 
and/or commerce (shopping strips, 
malls, stores), and use these where ap- 
propriate. 

Besides the camcorder, you'll need a 
stereo system or a powered speaker, and 
adaptor cables to get the audio signal 
from the camcorder’s headphone or line 
output jack to the amplifier. This is how 
the band will hear the recording they’re 
lip-syncing to. Where amplified music is 
a problem, the singer can wear head- 
phones to lip-sync to the recording. 

Go to your first location, play the 
tape, pause it at the spot where you 
want to begin recording an image, hit 
the video dub button, release from pause 
and begin shooting. If you make a mis- 
take, go back and do it again until you 
get it right. (Too many recordings over 
the exact same spot will stretch the tape 
and create a glitch—you may want to 
make several copies of the audio track 
on a single tape, so you can move on toa 
different one after five or six takes.) 

Rather than recording video in short 
bursts, you may prefer to start by shoot- 
ing a master shot of the entire song — 
typically a wide shot showing the whole 
band. Then, using the video dub feature 
again, vou can record new pictures over 








460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10117-0460 


PessDUMDocncoeDDescEMocsEDDocccbeedsVDeatbecatlaaal 












BOGEN 3169 
CINE/VIDEO 
TRIPOD 
THE IDEAL 


CAMCORDER 
COMPANION 













Easy to use and 
easy to handle, 
the 3169 



























3001 Tripod Legs 
and a 3130 QR Micro Fluid Head with Quick Release 

Plate. The Bogen 3001 Tripod is the lightest (about 3 lbs.) 
and the smallest (folds to 20 1/2 in.), but is one of the most 
versatile tripods we offer. Sturdy, hard finish aluminum legs 
feature 3 click stop spread angles and each has a sure grip, 
quick-acting, non-fouling lever lock. The Bogen 3169 is 
just one of a wide choice of tripods, fluid heads, dollies and 
accessories. 


See your dealer or write to Bogen Photo Corp., 565 East 
Crescent Avenue, Ramsey, N.J. 07446-0506; (201) 818-9500 





NECuUMN AL ete 
| Need Some Technical Help? 
5 CEDIA (Custom Electronics Design and 
Installation Association) is an organization 
that can help you put together your dream 


j home theater system. They can provide you 
| with design information as well as referrals to 





tion and referrals, call (800) 233-4230. 





AUDIOPHILES and videophiles consider- 
ing major A/V purchases would do well to 
lp] contact PARA (Professional Audio Video 


Retailers Association). To assure you of 
Professional 
AudioVideo 


Retailers 
Association 


you in touch with your local PARA dealer. 
For further dealer information, call (816) 
444-3500. 


s IF YOURE considering setting up a satellite home 

§ theater or want to consult with the experts about b 
} your current system, you can turn to the SBCA 
§ (Satellite Broadcasting and Communications 
Association of America) for help. Their national 


| information line is (800) 726-7222. 


ie 
cat 
















combines Bogen » Video Machine from FAST Electronics is a complete A/B roll editing system for PC 


| dreds of editable DVE transitions, audio mixing and anti-aliased titling, and graph- 
| ics with alpha channel, Video Machine provides all of the components necessary to 
| create professional quality video productions on the desktop. 


; Video Machine and its VM-Studio companion software utilize an easy-to-use time- 


| to create your own unique effects. Machine control is provided for Control-L and 5- 


| YUV input/output and nonlinear editing, ensuring that the system will grow to fit 
| your needs. 






The Studio 
On Your 
Desktop 


and Macintosh computers. With machine control, two frame synchronizers, hun- 













line interface for editing, as well as tools for clip management and even the ability 







Pin Edit Control, with optional RS-422 and RS-282 control available. Video 
Machine can always be expanded with a range of professional options including 
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| qualified A/V installers. For further informa- C¢ E DI A 


| to provide unlimited power reserves for any home theater system. 

| The 7B NRB THX? consists of all discrete and symmetrical circuitry, 
| ensuring signal linearity from input to output. Adding to the unit’s 
© dynamic sonic performance are gold-plated balanced (XLR and 1/4”) 


qualified sales and service, they will put # 





quality products. 


® THX is a registered trademark of LucasArts Entertainment Company. 








BRYSTON’S 
7B NRB THX® 
MONAURAL 
AMPLIFIER 


Bryston, well known for 
their high-quality 
amplifiers, has 
introduced their most 
powerful home theater model to date — the 7B NRB THX®. 
Optimized for use in a THX system, the 7B NRB THX? is designed 




























and unbalanced (RCA) input connectors that allow for flexibility in 

setup and freedom from distortion. Another convenient feature is the 
7B NRB THX’s back-panel “mode” switch that lets the output stage 
to be configured in either a series or parallel mode. 


Contact Bryston at (415) 751-1764 for more information 
on the 7B NRB THX? or on any of Bryston’s other 
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Hidden time 
code and the 
fate of S-VHS 








Introducing the 


VOLUME STABILIZER™ 


that lets you hear the whispers 
and stops you from 
cringing at the bangs. 


It’s an innovative, low cost solu- 
tion to home video volume control 
problems because it automatically 
increases the volume of the audio 
source during soft passages and 
reduces volume during loud pas- 
sages. You'll hear every word of 
dialogue and every bar of music 
while the VOLUME STABILIZER 
softens the sounds that are 
normally too loud. 


Whether you use a satellite dish, 
a home theatre system, or just a 
VCR, you can put the remote con- 
trol aside. Prices start at $119.50. 


For more information call or write: 


Brookline 
Technologies 


2035 Carriage Hill Road 
Allison Park, PA 15101-3350 
800-366-9290 


Circle 7 on Reader Service Card. 








[i]: your October ’93 issue, a reader 
claimed that he couldn’t find a Hi8 
camcorder with RC time code and im- 
age stabilization. Well, there is one. It’s 
the Sony EVO-150TR, which is the 
same as the Sony CCD-TRIO1 but has a 
color viewfinder. I have one, and it’s 
great. Thomas Knaebel 

Jefferson City, Missouri 


Ae from a differently colored 
case and a few accessories (two 
NP77H batteries instead of one), the 
Sony EVO-150TR is exactly the same as 
the consumer TRI1O1. It’s just sold in 
professional venues. The only real differ- 
ence is the addition of a color view- 
finder. A similar consumer model, also 
with a color viewfinder, has been avail- 
able in Japan for some time. Both will 
write RC time code to the tape while 
recording, but neither can play it back. 
For that you need a Sony CCD-V801 
(now discontinued) or equivalent, a 
VX3 camcorder or the CCD-V1000 
VDeck. 

While the 150’s manual points out its 
time code writing capability, this feature 
is not mentioned in the TR101’s manual. 
You wouldn’t know it has it unless you 
have a machine that can read time code. 


[I] ssc is made up of 525 lines of 
horizontal resolution, or is it 400, 
330, 250 or less? I understand that Hi8 
and S-VHS deliver 400 lines, while 
broadcast resolution is about 330 and 
regular VHS somewhere in the 180- 
to-250 range. What I don’t understand 
is how TV sets adjust to this. Do they 
just project fewer lines? Do they dupli- 
cate some lines in order to fill the screen 
with 525 lines? If so, how do they decide 
which lines to duplicate? 
Rob Blaine 
Austin, Texas 


Ate problem is that the 525 lines 
refers to the vertical resolution of 
the NTSC scanning system. Each video 
frame consists of two 262-1/2-line fields, 
or complete top-to-bottom picture 
scans, interlaced with each other. 
Horizontal resolution, on the other 
hand, refers to a different set of lines. 
Imagine a test pattern of vertical stripes, 
alternating in black and white across the 





horizontal width of the screen. Given a 
standard test pattern, the higher resolu- 
tion video formats, such as Hi8 and 
S-VHS, can record more of these lines 
on tape than low-res formats like VHS 
and 8mm. 

Thinking of the difference in other 
terms may help. For example, if you 
photographed a landscape with an 8x10 
view camera, and took the exact same 
picture with an inexpensive 35mm cam- 
era, the two views would match in terms 
of composition. But the 8x10 would offer 
much more picture detail and sharpness. 

It’s the same with TV. Every picture 
always contains the necessary elements 
of 525 vertical lines, but the horizontal 
resolution of the format or signal feeding 
the TV may vary, and on some monitors 
can actually exceed 525 lines. 


[i]: a recent issue of TV Guide, a 
reader asked, “What happened to 
S-VHS recorders?” to which the maga- 
zine replied, “The revolution is over and 
S-VHS lost.” Am I foolish to continue 
to shoot on Hi8 and then copy to 
S-VHS, or should I use ordinary 8mm 
and a good VHS tape? I would hate to 
see my Hi8 go the way Beta went. 
Marshall Johnson 


Bloomington, Minnesota 


A Guide went on to say that 
S-VHS “sales have been poor. Ap- 
parently most people would rather have 
a decent picture at a low price than a su- 
perior picture at a high price.” 

Gee, I wish I could afford to be so 
glib with my answers. While it’s true 
that S-VHS sales have been disappoint- 
ing in the consumer market, the format 
has been enormously successful in the 
industrial/professional area and it’s in no 
immediate jeopardy of “doing a Beta.” 

In the mass market, VHS certainly 
dominates, but S-VHS still has its con- 
sumer devotees, especially with those 
Hi8 camcorder users who want to maxi- 
mize picture quality when dubbing and 
editing. That’s why most brands contin- 
ue to offer at least one consumer S-VHS 
deck in their lines. Compared to VHS 
and 8mm, both Hi8 and S-VHS can be 
considered niche formats, for the afi- 
cionado, but neither can be considered a 
“loser” format. a 





20 VIDEO APRIL 1994 

















Which scares you more, a horror film with the 
sound turned off, or a horror show on the radio? 
The answer is easy because it is the movie's sound- 
track which carries the pathos and emotion. You 
can enjoy sound without pictures, but who wants 
pictures without sound? 


It's What You Don’t. 


See That 


It doesn’t cost 

<a ~=6more to do it right! 
> AudioQuest offers 
a full range of 
cables, but the 
biggest improve- 
ment you’ll hear 
is going from big 
fat stranded cable to the 
least expensive cables 
from AudioQuest. For the 
complete story, please call 
or write for our Cable Design 
booklet — or better yet, visit 
an AudioQuest dealer and 
listen for yourself. 





Counts. 


It just so happens that cables are the part 
of your system which can help or hurt the 
performance the most... and for the least money. 
Whether you have two-channel stereo or multi- 
channel stereo, you have to have cables. You 
can’t completely fix a bad system with good cables, 
but you can seriously degrade a good system with 
badly designed cables. 

You won’t see the cables and you won't see the 
sound — but you will experience the difference! 


audioquest. 


P.O. Box 3060 San Clemente, CA 92674 USA TEL (714) 498-2770 FAX (714) 498-5112 
Distributed in Canada by Audio Products International, 3641 McNicoll Ave., Scarborough, Ontario, M1X 1G5 Tel: 416-321-1800 
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27 Heaven: 

Sony's KV-27XBR95S 
is one of the most ad- 
vanced 27-inch TVs 
you can buy, with a re- 
duced-curvature screen 
and dark-tint face plate. 
Below is its jack panel, 
which includes three 
S-video/video/stereo au- 
dio inputs. 


For our “27-inch 
Super Bowl” TV 
comparison test in 
last November’s 
issue, Sony sent us 
its modestly 
priced, $999 
KV-27V55 instead 
of its top-of-the- 
line, $1,899 
KV-27XBR95S 
XBR2 set. The 
KV-27V55 ran in 
the middle of the 





SONY 


27-inch 
TV 


| pack, bested most notably by Pan- 


asonic’s $1,299 CT-27XF40 and Pro- 
Scan’s $1,099 PS27152. Ever since, we've 
wondered how a Sony XBR? model 
would stack up against these top sets. 
Now we know. 

Let’s cut to the chase here —the 
XBR2 is a truly outstanding TV that 
meets or beats anything in the 27-inch 
field. In a side-by-side comparison with 
Mitsubishi’s CS-27701 (“Videotests,” 
Mar. ‘94) and the Panasonic and Pro- 
Scan models mentioned above, the 
XBR2 emerges as the clear standout in 
terms of detail and depth—this may be 
the most detailed NTSC picture we've 
seen, although the Panasonic comes in a 














fairly close second. With good software 
like the Benny & Joon laserdisc we often 


use for testing, the picture takes on an 


almost 3-D look. 

The only place the XBR? meets seri- 
ous competition is in color accuracy. 
The color accuracy of this set is actually 
better than that of other Sony consumer 


sony 
KV-27XBR90S 
27-inch XBR2 TV 


Price: $1,899 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
TV 114.7 pounds, 
speakers 11.1 pounds 
each; TV without 
speakers 22-1/8 x 
26-7/8 x 21 inches, TV 
with speakers 22-1/8 x 
35-1/8 x 21 inches 


Screen Size: 27 inches 
diagonal 


Speaker Size: two de- 
tachable speakers, 
each with two 2-1/4- 
inch tweeters and one 
5-1/8-inch woofers 


Broadcast Tuning 
Range: 2 to 13, 14 to 
69 


Cable Tuning Range: 
125 channels—A-8, 
A-7, A-6, 2 to 13, A to 

















a TR BERGER-BRAITHWAITE LABS 








SOs VeSeakuve 

27XBR95S may be 

the best Sony TV 

we've tested. With 

a flatter screen and a darker faceplate 
than most Sonys, it offers enhanced 
contrast and color saturation. Its 
large, detachable speakers are almost 
like having a separate sound system. 
Its features include picture-in-pic- 
ture, several surround sound modes, 
amplifiers for surround speakers and 
a digital still frame that can be re- 
called. Picture, sound and overall 
performance are all excellent. At 
$1,899, it’s today’s costliest 27-inch 
consumer TV, but if your pockets are 











deep, it’s worth the money. 





W, W+1 to W+58, A-5 
to A-1, W+59 to W+84 
Jacks: front—video/ 
stereo audio input (du- 
plicate of video 3 on 
rear); rear—3 S-video/ 
video/stereo audio in- 
puts, S-video/video/ 
stereo audio output (se- 
lected source), video/ 
stereo audio output 





(loop-through of input 
3), Control S input and 
output, RF input with 
loop-through input and 
output for cable box, 
fixed- and variable-level 
stereo audio outputs 
External Speaker 
Connectors: spring- 
loaded clips for front 
and surround speakers 
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sets we've tested. The color temperature 
at factory preset measures 6,200 Kelvin 
at the low setting and, 6,500 (the NTSC 
standard) at the high setting, both un- 
characteristically low (and accurate) for 
a Sony. However, despite the XBR2’s im- 
pressive color accuracy, we prefer the 
color rendition of the ProScan set — the 
Sony seems to pump up the reds a bit 
too much, making evening skies look 
more like nuclear attacks, and adding a 
flush cast to fleshtones. But the ProScan 
is a bit noisier and shows less detail (for 
more info, see “Videotests,” Jan. ‘94). 

The distortion is also quite low, com- 
parable to that of the other sets, which 
are nearly perfect. Also, the XBR? over- 
scans slightly less than the other sets, so 
you see maybe two percent more picture 
on the sides. Overall, the XBR? strikes a 
nice balance — you can’t beat the detail 
and depth, and the color, despite a few 
very minor flaws, is pretty impressive. 

Sony achieves this impressive pic- 
ture using its Super Trinitron tube, 
which offers reduced horizontal curva- 
ture for less reflection from room light. 
(Like all Trinitrons, it’s flat vertically.) A 
dark-tinted screen enhances the set’s 
contrast and color saturation. 

Like its 32-inch brother, the $2,599 
KV-32XBR95S (‘“Videotests,” Jan. ‘93), 
the KV-27XBR95S uses Sony’s DSP 


Axis Sound system, which includes two 
continued on page 29 


standard setting 


Color Temperature: 
switchable 6,500/6,200 
Kelvin 


Accuracy of Colors: 
very good/excellent 


Audio Frequency 
Response: electronics 
20 Hz-20 kHz, +0.4/-0.7 
dB; speakers 50 Hz-16 
kHz, -3 dB 


Audio S/N: 76.2 dB 


Total Harmonic 
Distortion: electronics 
0.2%, speakers 0.6% 


RATINGS 


Internal Audio 
Amplifier Power: 

front 13 watts/channel 
Stereo, surround 6.5 
watts/channel stereo 
Key Features: 
dual-tuner picture-in-pic- 
ture, picture preset 
modes, digital still, six 
surround sound modes, 
surround speaker 
amps, 8- or 16-picture 
channel index 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
more than 700 lines 


Picture S/N (dB): 
luminance 56.2, video 
54.7, chroma AM 64.4, 
chroma PM 63.5 


Screen Brightness: 
103.5 footlamberts at 





Picture: excellent 
Audio: excellent 
Overall: excellent 








VHS-line HR- 
VP700U offers 
something for ev- 
eryone. For home 
theater enthusi- 
asts, it offers VCR 
Plus with cable 
box control, many 
forward and re- 
verse speeds, and 
a bass boost but- 


VHS ss boost but 
VGR. sore, heene 


eight-scene edit controller, a flying erase 
head, video dub and a jog/shuttle dial. 

VCR Plus with cable box control lets 
you program both your VCR and cable 
box by entering a four- to seven-digit 
code from TV Guide or your local TV 
listings. The deck controls the cable box 
through a credit card-sized infrared re- 
mote, which has buttons to select the 
brand of cable box to be operated. The 
remote connects to the HR-VP700U 
with a wire; JVC supplies 1.5- and three- 
meter lengths. A hinged stand makes 
the cable-box remote easy to position so 
that it aims at your VCR's infrared re- 
ceiver. This is a great feature if you use a 
cable box, but if your cable channels 
don’t correspond to those in the listings, 
you'll have to reprogram the channel as- 
signments through the HR-VP700U’s 
onscreen menu system —an easy but 
time-consuming chore. Of course, you'll 
still be able to use the VCR Plus by itself 
if you don’t use a cable box. 

Speed control buttons on the remote 
access five forward play/search speeds, 
five forward slow-motion speeds and 
three reverse play/search speeds. These 
buttons are very convenient because 
they let you lock onto any speed you 
want — most decks require you to keep 
twisting the jog/shuttle dial. 

Speaking of jog/shuttle dials, the 


WC 


JVCs top-of-the- | 








For videophiles 
who want all the 
features of top 
S-VHS VCRs but 
don’t want to pay for the extra pic- 
ture quality, JVC’s $600 HR-VP700U 
may be the ticket. It carries VCR 
Plus with cable box 
control, and some 
editing features, like 
a jog/shuttle dial, a 
flying erase head and 
an eight-scene edit 
controller that works 
with JVC VCRs. (An 
optional remote lets 
the controller work 
with almost any 
VCR.) We rate the 
picture excellent, au- 
dio very good to ex- 
cellent and overall 
performance very 
good to excellent. 


HR-VP700U has two—one on the re- 
mote, one on the deck. These also let 
you move forward frame-by-frame. Un- 
usually, and unfortunately, they don’t let 
you move backward frame-by-frame, so 
to find an edit point, you end up going 
past it, rewinding, then stepping for- 
ward. Overstepping your point means 
repeating the process, instead of simply 
stepping back a frame as on most decks 
with jog/shuttle dials. 

Editing enthusiasts will find the lim- 
ited jog/shuttle function a major incon- 
venience. However, they will like the 
insert function, which replaces the video 
and the hi-fi audio, but retains the linear 
track audio—sort of like video dub plus 

continued on page 30 














Cable Commander: 
JVC's HR-VP700U 
uses a tiny wired infra- 
ted remote and VCR 
Plus circuitry to control 
a cable box. 


HVC 


year mene Sex arid 
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® Universal TY Remote 
@ Cable Hox Control 


SAMSUNG 


Samsung’s Surprise: Samsung is known for budget VCRs, but its VR8903 offers advanced features like a jog/shuttle dial and VCR Plus with cable box control. 





Samsung’s rise to 
the top ranks of 
electronics com- 
panies has gone 
largely unnoticed 
by videophiles, 
mainly because 
the company has 
concentrated on 
building price- 
leader VCRs with 


few of the features 


VHS | 
VOR ra on 


sung’s now trying to overhaul its image 
by introducing higher-priced, advanced 
products: camcorders, TVs with S-video 
inputs, hi-fi VCRs and laserdisc players. 

The company’s approach can be 
seen in its newest top-of-the-line VCR, 
the VR8903. Its front jog/shuttle dial — 
the most obvious mark of a high-end 
VCR—immediately catches your eye, 
and a look at the specs uncovers VCR 





SAMSUNG 


Plus with cable box control, a remote 
that also controls most brands of cable 
boxes and TVs, and variable-speed, bidi- 
rectional slow motion. 

You can access the deck’s many play- 
back speeds using the jog/shuttle dials 
on the deck and the remote. Forward 
speeds include 1/15x and 1/7x slow mo- 
tion, play, double-speed play, and 5x and 
9x visible search modes. The reverse 
speeds are the same, with the deletion of 
double-speed. Using the jog dial, you 
can step through a video frame-by-frame 
in either direction. 

The inclusion of a jog/shuttle dial is 
surprising, given that the VR8903 has 
no other editing features. For editing, 
you really need a flying erase head to 
prevent glitches between scenes, as well 
as video dub and audio dub, none of 
which are found on the VR8903. How- 
ever, home theater enthusiasts will enjoy 
using the jog/shuttle dials to examine 
movie special effects and other interest- 


ing video snippets frame-by-frame. 
Timeshifting enthusiasts will appre- 
ciate the inclusion of VCR Plus with ca- 
ble box control. To use this feature, just 
enter a four- to seven-digit code from 
TV Guide or the local listings, and both 
your deck and the cable box will be pro- 
grammed to record the desired show. 
The VR8903 controls a cable box 
through an emitter on the deck’s right 
front top. You have to place the cable 
continued on page 31 


The VR8903 is 
the finest VCR 
Samsung has yet 
produced. It offers 
such advanced features as jog/shuttle 
dials on both the deck and the re- 
mote, VCR Plus with cable box con- 
| trol, variable-speed slow motion and 
a second set of audio outputs. 
Thoughtful control layouts make it 
very user-friendly. We rate the pic- 
ture, audio and overall performance 
good to very good. There are other 














Samsung 
VR8903 VHS VER 


Price: $600 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
10.1 Ibs., 3-1/2 x15-5/8 
x 12-1/2 inches 


Tape Speeds: 
SP, LP, EP 


Video Heads: 4 


Cue & Review Search: 
(locking) 5x SP and LP, 
7x EP; (nonlocking) 9x 

SP 27x EP 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 2-3/4 min. for 





120-min. tape 


Jacks: front—video/ 
stereo audio input; 
rear—video/stereo au- 
dio input and output, 
stereo output for driving 
hi-fi system, RF input 
and output 


Edit Protocol: none 


Program Start Loca- 
tor/index/Cue: index 
with auto marking 


Audio: linear mono, 
hi-fi AFM stereo 


Cable Tuning Range: 
2 to 13, A to |, J to W, 
W+1 to W+58, W+59 to 
W+84, A-1 to A-5, 5A 





Timer: 8-event/1-year 


Clock/Timer Battery 
Backup: 6 hours 


Key Features: 

VCR Plus with cable 
box control, jog/shuttle 
on VCR and remote, 
skip search 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 


240-250 lines SP, 
220 EP 


S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 45,4 


SP, LP and EP; weight- 


ed video 50.7 SP, 50.2 
LP, 50.4 EP; chroma 
AM 43.8 SP, 42.2 LP 








decks listing for $600 that have more 
features and outperform this one at 
the SP speed. But if ergonomics or EP 
recording quality are important to 
you, this deck is worth a look. 





and EP; chroma PM 
39.8 SP, 36.5 LP, 36.8 
EP 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi 40 


Hz-20 kHz, +0.4/-3 dB, 


-4 dB at 20 Hz; linear 
(-3 dB) 80 Hz-11 kHz 
SP. 80 Hz-4.5 kHz LP 
and EP 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 


84.8 dB 





Linear Audio S/N: 
42 dB 


Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
0.3%, linear 0.9% 


RATINGS 


Picture: 
good/very good 


Audio: good/very good 


Overall: 
good/very good 
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GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON NADY VIDEO CAMCORDER ACCESSORIES! 
oy.) i iy ho) By Be Sd = 


1-800-222-8228 


CALL FOR BEST POSSIBLE oy. El lO) =] 3 ee) )-) | -) 8 = 
COMPETITIVE PRICING COMPETITIVE PRICING 





351 VR ULTRA COMPACT 
PRO WIRELESS VIDEO MICROPHONE 


SALE $34.95 sem-500 


Stereo Camcorder Microphone 


NHM-200 SALE $31.95 


Narrator rag VLM-770 
Headset Monitor ht Powered Lavalier Microphone 


SALE $52.95 CTM-600 MCM-400 


Normal/Tele Camcorder Microphone Real Time cones Audio Mixer 


CALL FOR BEST 
PRICING 
/'SALEN ioe 


ak 


WH-90 
AVM-300X Wireless Stereo 
Stereo A/V Mixer with Video Fade Headphone System 


VCM-100 
Two Channel Wireless Video Microphone Camcorder Boom Microphone 





Add $5 for shipping and handling per order. Most orders shipped within 

48 hours. Special delivery services available. CA residents add applicable 

sales tax. All prices quoted include manufacturer's standard accessories & 
U.S. Warranty. Visa and MasterCard accepted. COD, too. 





2625 ALCATRAZ #243 ’ 
P.O. BOX 5899-243 The Best Price and Performance 
BERKELEY, CA 94705 in Video Camcorder Accessories! 
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GE 


8mm 
camcorder 


GE CGBIBA 
8mm Camcorder 


Price: $649 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
1.7 Ibs, without battery 
or cassette, 4-5/8 x 
4-5/8 x 10-1/4 inches 


Image Sensor: 
1/3-inch CCD 





VIDEOTESTS 














Four years ago, 
the only camcord- 
ers listing for less 
than $700 were 
marginal ma- 
chines with “pea- 
shooter” optical 
tube viewfinders 
and no playback 
facility. The only 
true subcompact 
camcorder, Sony’s 
8mm CCD-TRS, 
listed for $1,500. 


We've come a long way since then—you 
can now get a fully functional camcord- 


Lens: f/1.8, 8x 
(6-48 mm) zoom 


Filter Diameter: 37mm 


Minimum Focusing 
Distance: 1 inch in 
wide-angle 


Autofocus: TTL 


Iris: 
auto/programmed AE 


Shutter Speeds (sec.): 
1/60 (normal), sports 
1/60 to 1/250, high- 
speed 1/250 to 
1/10,000, close-up 1/60, 
low light 1/60, foreign 
lighting 1/100 


er for only $649, GE’s CG818A. 

We can’t remember ever testing a 
camcorder this inexpensive, certainly 
not one that offers full functionality. For 
$649, you get the advantages of 8mm 
(small size, long recording time), with an 
electronic CRT-type viewfinder, an 8x 
zoom lens with manual and automatic 
focusing, auto macro focusing at wide 
angle, a full set of playback controls and 
date/time imprinting. The CG818A has 
only one zoom speed — slow — but it does 
have a headphone jack and an accessory 
shoe, both of which are conspicuously 
absent even from many Hi8 camcorders. 

Instead of manual controls, the cam- 


Cue & Review Search: 


White Balance: 
forward 9x. reverse 7x 


auto only 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: 6-1/4 min. for 
120-min. tape 


Viewfinder: 
electronic CRT 


Microphone: mono 


electret condenser Edit Protocol: none 


Simple Shootin’: 
Except for zoom, focus 
and a couple of auto 
exposure modes, GE’s 
CG818A offers no man- 
ual control over camera 
functions. 





At a list price of 
$649, the GE 
CG8I18A is one of 
the least expen- 
sive camcorders you can buy. It offers 
no manual control of iris, shutter 
speed, white balance or backlight 
compensation, instead supplying five 
auto exposure modes (plus full auto 
operation) to adjust for unusual 
shooting situations. Unlike some very 
inexpensive camcorders, it has auto- 
focus and an 8x zoom lens. With no 
fader, mic jack, stereo sound, titling 
or edit control provisions, this cam- 
corder is definitely not for serious 
videographers. But the picture and 
audio quality are only a small notch 
below those of more expensive cam- 
corders, so at a price $350 below that 
of a typical 8mm camcorder, this is a 
steal for fun family video. 











RESULTS Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 


76.7 dB 
Horizontal Resolution: ‘ 


250 lines 


S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 36.4, 


Audio Distortion: 
0.5% 


Approx. Battery Life: 





Jacks: 

video/audio out, DC out 
for RF convertor, ear- 
phone 


Tape Speeds: 
SP, LP (play only) 


Video Heads: 2 





Audio: hi-fi AFM mono 


Clock/Timer Battery 
Backup: 1 year 


Key Features: five 
auto exposure modes, 
flying erase head 
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weighted video 44.5, 
chroma AM 37.8, 
chroma PM 34.8 


Minimum Illumination: 
4.8 lux for 50 IRE 


Audio Frequency 
Response: 70 Hz-20 
kHz, +0.07/-3 dB, -16.4 
dB at 20 Hz 


76 min. (man. focus/no 
zoom) 


RATINGS 
Picture: good 


Audio: good 





Overall: good 
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corder offers five auto exposure modes 
plus full auto operation. The modes can 
be accessed by pushing a button on the 
camcorder’s side. A display in the view- 
finder shows which mode is activated, 
and an auto lock switch on the side of 
the camcorder prevents activation of 
the AE modes. The manual describes 
the modes thoroughly. 

Two appear to set white balance to 
outdoor, while engaging the high-speed 
shutter — the sports mode uses the high- 
est shutter speed practical between 1/60- 
and 1/250-second, the high-speed shutter 
mode uses speeds between 1/250- and 
1/10,000-second. The close-up mode au- 
tomatically zooms out for macro shots, 
and uses the 1/60-second shutter speed. 
The low light setting appears to boost 
gain by a couple of decibels, resulting in 
a slight improvement in brightness of 
low-light recordings, with a concomitant 
increase in noise. Last, there’s a foreign 
lighting mode for shooting in fluorescent 
light in countries with 50-Hertz power. 
Too bad there are no modes for back-lit 
or front-lit scenes. 

If you’re interested in doing serious 
video, stay away —there’s no micro- 
phone jack, no stereo sound, no vari- 








able-speed zoom, no LANC jack for edit 
control, no recording from line sources, 
no titling, no fader and, most important, 
no manual control of iris, shutter speed, 
backlight compensation or white bal- 
ance. For most Video Magazine readers, 
those are important features. But most 
of the non-videophiles we know would 
never use any of those features! 

With so few controls, the CG818A is 
extremely easy to use. The battery is the 
standard NP-55 type used on many Sony 
models, so spares will be inexpensive 
and easy to find. Although the lens cap 
is a cheap-looking plastic job attached 
with a tiny molded plastic strap, it is per- 
haps the most useable cap we've 
found —it fits very securely to the lens, 
and snaps firmly to the side of the cam- 
corder for shooting. One possible nega- 
tive result of the low price, however, is 
the transport mechanism, which doesn’t 
look as substantial as those on more ex- 
pensive 8mm camcorders. 

GE doesn’t supply a remote control, 
but there is a remote sensor above the 
lens. The camcorder responds to infra- 
red commands from RCA camcorder re- 
motes and the VCR 2 commands of 
RCA universal remotes. In fact, the 





CG8I18A is identical to the more expen- 
sive RCA Pro808, which is supplied with 
a remote and a different accessory pack. 

What do you give up in picture qual- 
ity with a $650 camcorder? Not as much 
as we expected. We rate the picture 
quality good, comparable to what we’ve 
seen in typical 8mms. From a measure- 
ment standpoint (because the CG818A 
doesn’t record from line sources, we 
used a test tape made in a Sony EV- 
$3000 Hi8 VCR), the results are below 
average for 8mm camcorders. But 
recordings through the lens produced 
better (and more relevant) results. 

The problems we noticed include a 
slight amount of chroma AM and PM 
noise, resulting in barely perceptible 
flickering of red and purple fields, and a 
very slight decrease in detail compared 
to the best 8mm camcorders. Color sat- 
uration was just a hair lower than we'd 
have liked. But there’s none of the nas- 
ty-looking noise and artifacts you get 
with many expensive camcorders that 
use digital signal processsing. (Digital ar- 
tifacts don’t show up in lab measure- 
ments.) Overall, this is a respectable 
showing for any 8mm camcorder, and 
remarkable for one priced at $649. 





Batteries 
Memory-Free 
Guaranteed 
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PANASONIC PB80/88 orig. PAN .. 
SONY NP77H 2400 mah........ 
SONY 8mm 1500 mah.......... 
CANON 8mm 2000 mah......... 
PALMCORDER 2000 mah........ 
JVC GR-C9 1500 mah........... 
SHARP BT 21/22 


NEW External 


will give you a minimum of 
5 to 7 hours of recording time. 
Powerpac+ includes: 
6 volt @ 10 Amps 
sealed lead acid battery 


Heavy duty pouch 
and belt 


RAPID CHARGERS 


6V, 7.2V, 9.6V from house or auto - | hr. time 
for Sony, Canon, Panasonic, RCA/Hitachi 


Charges | battery $49 Charges 2 batteries $87 


iy Ss Adaptor 


A charger for charging at home (optional 


charging cord for car, boat or plane). 


An adaptor of your choice. 


28-25 215 PLACE, BAYSIDE, N.Y. 11360 ¢ FAX 718-631-5117 


800-442-4275 


Circle 10 on Reader Service Card. 


Bn 


°85 















Minimum illumination is good at 4.8 
lux for 50 IRE. The autofocus, however, 
is only fair—it tends to hunt a bit even 
in good light, and in medium to low 
light, we found it best just to switch it off 
and use manual focus. 

Audio, too, shows some disagree- 
ment between lab measurements and 
hands-on tests. The bass response just 
ain't there — it’s down 16.4 dB at 20 Hz. 
But who’s going to use a $649 camcorder 
(especially one with no mic jack) for se- 
rious audio recording? For the audio ma- 
terial most people record with a 
camcorder — voices, voices and voices — 
the CG818A works quite well. The 
sound of the mic is warm, not the tinny, 
junky sound you'd expect from an inex- 
pensive mic. There's virtually no leakage 
of transport or zoom motor noise into 
the mic, either. (Far too many very ex- 
pensive camcorders have real problems 
in this area.) We rate the audio good 
overall. 

Obviously, fans of Canon’s L1 and 
Sony’s CCD-TRIOI won’t be seduced by 
the CG818A. But if you’re just looking 
for an inexpensive camcorder to dink 
around with, or if you’re looking for one 
to give as a gift for someone who's not a 
video nut, the CG818A is a fine choice. 
We found no bothersome quirks in its 
performance, and for a $649 camcorder, 
that’s a minor miracle. a 





27-INCH TV 


continued from page 23 


large, detachable speakers, each pow- 
ered by a beefy (for a TV) 13-watt amp. 
It has amps for surround speakers, al- 
though surround speakers are not in- 
cluded. Surround mode options include 
Dolby Surround, Hughes SRS, jazz club, 
dance club, live concert and simulated 
stereo. 

The sound system is so good, you 
might be fooled into thinking you were 
hearing a inexpensive rack system in- 
stead of a TV. The Dalby Surround 
mode produced a big, room-filling sound 
with surround speakers. It reproduces 
stereo pans in movie soundtracks well, 
but doesn’t offer the front-to-back sep- 
aration required to produce convincing 
front-to-surround pans, like the fly- 
overs common to Star Trek TV shows 
and movies. 

We didn’t care all that much for the 
music surround modes (we seldom do), 
but you might like using them when you 
watch MTV. Clearly, though, this is the 
best sound system ever designed into a 
27-inch TV. If sound isn’t all that impor- 
tant to you, or you’re using the TV in 
your bedroom, you could even blow off 
using a separate surround sound system 








(although any Dolby Pro-Logic system 
would produce superior results). 

As you’d expect for $1,899, the set 
offers a good helping of features. These 
include a flexible, dual-tuner picture-in- 
picture system with digital memory, al- 
lowing two inset picture sizes and all of 
the usual PIP features. Because the set 
has two tuners, you can watch two 
channels at once using PIP. To do this 
on a set with a single tuner, you have to 
hook up a VCR and use its tuner for the 
second. picture. 

There’s also a digital memo button 
that grabs a still frame of whatever 
you're watching — it’s extremely useful 
when you have to copy a phone number 
or recipe from the screen. The memo 
display button brings you back to the 
normal viewing mode; pushing memo 
display again recalls the stored frame. 

A channel index feature lets you 
cover the screen with still frames from 
16 channels, or cover the bottom and 
tight side of the screen (in an L-shaped 
pattern) with stills from eight channels. 
The set also has all the features com- 
monly found in today’s better TVs, like 
channel lockout, channel labeling, a 
sleep timer, an on/off timer with three 
memories, and a memory for seven fa- 
vorite channels, which lets you access 
the channels using the menu system 
rocker control instead of the channel se- 
lection rocker. 

The KV-27XBR95S offers more in- 
puts and outputs than most people will 
ever use, including three S-video/video/ 
stereo audio inputs on the rear, a video/ 
stereo audio input on the front, two 
video/stereo audio outputs (one with 
S-video) and two auxiliary audio out- 
puts. It also has a loop for connecting a 
cable box, to avoid the cumbersome 
splitter/A-B switch arrangement you 
usually need to use PIP with cable. 

The set’s universal remote is one of 
the most versatile we’ve seen with a TV 
set. It controls three VCRs, one laser- 
disc player and a cable box, all of vir- 
tually any brand you already own. To set 
the codes for your equipment, you can 
use the remote’s preprogrammed code 
sets (codes for major brands are listed in 
the manual), or use its learn function to 
teach it specific commands from anoth- 
er remote. 

The remote offers dedicated controls 
for accessing the menu system. One is a 
menu button, the other is a rocker that 
also acts as a pushbutton switch. Using 
these controls, navigating the menu sys- 
tem is a snap. However, there are sever- 
al submenus, and many choices on some 
of those, so making a simple adjustment 
like changing the surround mode often 
requires a dozen or so button punches. 

The big problem we found with the 














All your tapes 
can look... 








Video Simulation 


as Clear as Day! 


Video Staten 
with INTELESTAR 


e Connects easily to any VCR 
e Durable metal casing 
e Gold-plated cables 
e 2-Year Long-lasting Battery 
¢ Copy Any Tape 
The Intelestar VS-400 defeats copyguard 


technology to give you crystal-clear copies of 
your favorite pre-recorded tapes. 





95 


5 plus S & H. 


The INTELESTAR VS-400 will allow 
you to make legitimate copies of pre- 
recorded cassettes using leading edge 
technology. In Addition, the 
INTELESTAR will purify your video sig- 
nal by removing undesirable, distorted 
images caused by the copy guard on 
your pre-recorded tapes. Unauthorized 
duplication of copyrighted material is prohibited. 


Order Now! 


800-829-7746 


Master Card, Visa, Money Orders. Se Habla Espanol. 
S&H Extra and non-refundable. We check for sto- 
len credit cards. 


Vista International, Inc 
1971 E. 5th St., #101 * Tempe, AZ 85281 
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menu system concerns picture adjust- 
ment. The set offers custom, preset pic- 
ture modes for standard viewing, 
movies, sports, news, music videos and 
videogames. Some people may like using 
these, but we found the color setting 
way too high on all of them. If you buy 
the set, pull the color down immediately 
and leave it there! 

We think it’s a better idea to skip 
factory settings and calibrate TVs with 
color bars and aybiue filter. Of course, 
you can do that with this set, but if you 
engage any of the preset picture modes, 
your settings are lost. We wish Sony had 
provided a memory (or two or three) for 
user-preferred settings, as found on most 
high-end TVs. Also, sound adjustments 
are spread through three submenus, in- 
stead of being grouped entirely on the 
audio menu, which makes them hard to 
find. 

In summary, this is easily one of the 
finest TVs we have tested. The set most 
similar to it is the Panasonic 
CT-27XF40, which lists for $600 less. 
We field many questions from readers 
asking which set we would buy, and still 
haven’t come up with a solid answer. 
Overall, we prefer the Sony, and if we 
were stockbrokers or professional bas- 





ketball players, we’d buy it without hesi- 
tation. But if we had to spend our own 
bucks, some of our editors would opt for 
the Panasonic or the ProScan. So give 
all the sets a good look, and be sure to 
adjust them yourself—don’t trust the 
store to do it. = 





JVC VCR 


continued from page 23 


audio. Insert is very useful for editing, 
especially if you want to cut to the beat 
of music. Just monitor the linear track, 
start recording and hit pause on the 
beat. We’re surprised, though, that JVC 
did not include audio dub to the linear 
track, which would allow replacing the 
audio without affecting the video. 

The Hyper Bass button on the front 
of the deck boosts the bass of hi-fi audio 
tracks by about 10 decibels at 20 Hertz. 
The boost gradually decreases at higher 
frequencies, dying out completely at 
about 1 kilohertz. You might find this 
useful if your TV has speakers with 
wimpy bass, or if you simply want a little 
extra rumble once in a while from your 
home theater system. 





The deck features JVC’s R.A. (Ran- 
dom Assemble) Edit, which is an edit 
controller that lets you mark the start 
and end points of up to eight scenes, 
then sit back while it automatically edits 
the selected scenes onto a tape in anoth- 
er VCR. This feature works with other 
JVC VCRs that have remote pause or 
R.A. Edit jacks—just connect the two 
decks with a cable. JVC offers an option- 
al universal remote (model RM-V403U) 
that plugs into the HR-VP700U’s cable 
box/R.A. Edit jack. It lets you use any 
infrared remote-controllable VCR as the 
recorder in an R.A. Edit setup. 

We didn’t have a chance to try the 
HR-VP700U with the RM-V403U, but 
we tried the same setup on JVC’s S-VHS 
HR-S6900 and achieved edits that were 
from three to 70 frames (2-1/3 seconds) 
late. That might be okay for a thrown- 
together vacation video, but it’s not 
good enough for anyone who’s serious 
about editing. 

The deck also has what JVC calls a 
“family message center.” This feature 
lets you leave messages that appear on 
the TV screen when someone turns on 
the VCR. You can choose from canned 
phrases like ‘Happy Birthday” and 
phrases you add text to, like “Meet Me 
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went into sudden deat 
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recordings confirmed what the instru- 


dV HA-VP7O0U 
VS VER 


Price: $600 


Weight & Size (h/w/d): 
10 Ibs., 3-3/4 x 15 x 
12-1/4 inches 


Tape Speeds: SP, LP 
(play only), EP 


Video Heads: 4 


Rapid Search: 
(locking) 7x SP, 21x EP 


Cue & Review Search: 
variable to 7x SP, 21x 
EP 


Fast Forward/Rewind 
Time: less than 5 min. 
for 120-min. tape 


Jacks: front—video/ 
stereo audio input; 
tear—video/stereo au- 
dio input and output, 
RF input and output, 
AN CompuLink (remote 
control command relay 
from other JVC equip- 


ment), cable box/R.A. | 87.6 
Edit 


Edit Protocol: JVC 
R.A. Edit 


Audio: linear mono, 
hi-fi AFM stereo 


Cable Tuning Range: 
113 channels 


Timer: 8-event/1-year 


Clock/Timer Battery 
Backup: none 


Key Features: flying 
erase head, VCR Plus 
with cable box control, 
jog/shuttle (no reverse 
Jog) on VCR and te- 
mote, integral edit 
controller (multibrand 
with optional controller), 
family message center, 
bass boost, auto head 
cleaner, video dub 


RESULTS 


Horizontal Resolution: 
240-250 lines 


S/N Ratios (dB): 
unweighted video 44.5 
SP, 41.8 EP; weighted 
video 48.2 SP, 46.5 
EP; chroma AM 46.2 
SP, 41.4 EP; chroma 
PM 41.6 SP, 37.8 EP 


Audio Frequency 
Response: hi-fi 20 
Hz-20 kHz, +1.1/-1.8 
dB; linear 100 Hz-12.5 
a SP, 100 Hz-5 kHz 


Hi-Fi Dynamic Range: 
6 dB 


Linear Audio S/N: 
43.8 dB 


Audio Distortion: hi-fi 
0.3%, linear 1.1% 


RATINGS 
Picture: very good 


Audio: very good/ 
excellent 

Overall: very good/ 
excellent 


ments told us. One slight caveat is that 
the still frame is unusually jittery. But 
overall, we can't imagine anyone would 
be disappointed with the HR-VP700U’s 
picture — we rate it excellent. 

The sound is also quite good. The 
hi-fi tracks offer very even response 
throughout the audio range. The mono 
linear track falls off below 100 Hz, so you 
lose a bit of bass response compared to 
many other top VHS decks, which 
sometimes offer -3 dB response down to 
75 Hz. However, the linear-track fre- 
quency response at the other end is un- 
usually high, extending to 12.5 kHz. The 
HR-VP700U's audio is almost as good as 
that of the best VHS decks we’ve test- | 
ed—we rate it very good to excellent. 

Overall, we rate the HR-VP700U 
very good to excellent. As a home thea- 
ter deck, the terrific picture and VCR 
Plus with cable box control make it ide- 
al. As an editing deck, it has a few short- 
comings, all of which are due to a few 
features it lacks, not its performance, 
which is outstanding. It’s certainly one 
of the most attractive options in top-of- 


the-line VHS VCRs. a | 





At:” or create your own message of up to 
20 characters. 

The front panel has a full set of con- 
trols for the menu system, so you can op- 
erate all of the deck’s features without 
the remote control. Unfortunately, this 
layout is rather unique — with most of 
today’s VCRs, you need the remote con- 
trol to do anything but play and record. 
One minor problem with the buttons is 
that they’re designed for looks, rather 
than function. The buttons are all the 
same shape, and they’re not placed in 
the kind of logical groupings Samsung 
used for the VR8903 also reviewed in 
this issue. Thus, it can be difficult to op- 
erate the deck by feel or in dim light. 

The picture quality of the HR- 
VP700U is terrific, about as good as 
VHS gets. It’s smooth, clean and sharp, 
with little visible noise. Measurements 
revealed video signal-to-noise ratios that 
are only a little above average, not as 
stellar as we expected after witnessing 
the outstanding picture. However, the 
chroma AM (color saturation) and 
chroma PM (color accuracy) measure- 
ments were very impressive, and here, 
visual checks of color-bar and red-field 








continued from page 24 


box on top of the VCR to make this fea- 
ture work; depending on how your sys- 
tem is arranged, you might prefer a 
wired, remote emitter. 

If you use a cable box, you should 
definitely buy a VCR with cable box 
control. If you don’t, the VCR Plus cir- 
cuitry in the VR8903 will still work fine 
for you. Be forewarned, though — if your 
cable channels don’t match those in the 
listings, you'll have to reprogram the 
VR8903’s channel assignments. It’s an 
easy but tedious process. 

The deck also has a multibrand re- 
mote that controls most brands of cable 
boxes and TVs; skip search, which 
quickly advances through one minute of 
tape every time you push the button 
(ideal for skipping commercials on tapes 
of TV shows); an extra set of audio out- 
puts for connecting the VCR to a stereo 
hi-fi system; and menus in English, 
French or Spanish. The only common 
feature it lacks (outside of the ones list- 
ed above) is an automatic head cleaner. 

Samsung’s designers gave the 
VR8903 a couple of nice touches that 
make the deck a dream to use. The 
transport buttons on the front panel are 
arranged and shaped very logically — the 
rewind button is an arrow pointing to 
the left, fast forward is an arrow pointing 
to the right, play is in between and stop 
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Since 1982 


omput Ability Panasonic 


Broadcast & Television Systems Company 








Consumer Electronics 


present the 
2-hour S-VHS Camcorder and 


S-VHS Video Hi-Fi Cassette Recorder! 





S-VHS with amorphous video head 
12X power zoom lens (2-speed) 
Hi-fi audio with stereo zoom mic 
Built-in VITC generator 

Manual white balance set 

Manual iris control 

Digital effect 

Digital gain-up 

Digital zoom (24X or 100X) 
Strobe, still, tracer, wipe, mix 

Low light capability (scene illumination | lux) 














¢ Super-VHS and amorphous video heads _ 
¢ 2 line digital time base correc- § 

tor for less color interference 

¢ Improved transport system 

¢ Optional AG-A%6 editing 
controller 

¢ Hi-fi stereo sound system with a 
: dynamic range of over 90dB 
¢ Jog and shuttle search (jog and shuttle operations 
feature a remarkable smooth, quick response form 
still playback to high-speed search 
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Consumer Electronics 


HR-VP700U 


Box Controller 
eJog/Shuttle 
Control 
*Full Load 


HR-VP606 


— 


BEST VALUES! 


BATTERIES 
VO825 
VO9816 
Vvo829 . 
VO907 


MICROPHONE 
WMS-PRO 
WHX-PRO. 
VE-100 











[exon newow eric) 


.vndigital special effects 
NEW! NEW! NEW! 

.. digital special effects 
L2 NEW! NEW! NEW! 


UCS3 
UCS5 
A1 digital. 


CAMCORDERS ("free case) 
GR-AX35U* 
GR-AX55U* 
GR-AX75U".. 
GR-M7PRO™........000+ 
GR-SZIU"..... 


VCR's 
HR-J600U 
HR-VP604 
HR-VP606 
HR-VP700 
HR-S4900U 
HR-S6900U 


NOMEM" 
BATTERY 


Fully Sony 
Comaptible 


INDUSTRIAL CAMCORDERS 
AG-455 ....sssen e w.12X 200m 
AG-3 3 chip/SVHS 
AG-186 1.0799 


w/ 2 line TBC 
player only 
AG-7750H .....sccs00 ..player/recorder 
AGAQ6 controller 
AGF700..........s0sthme code generator 
MONITORS 
CT-1384V...,...: sssseen 13” Video monitor 
CT-1384VY 13" w/ tuner 
2083V...... ..20" video monitor 
2083VY 20” w/ tuner 
BT-H1350Y.. multi standard 
A/V MIXERS 
WJ-MX30......006 ss.igital field synch. 
WJ-MX50 ....cssesees ++sendigital frame synch. 


AG-7650H 


eVCR Plus w/ Cable 


i om 


Center Mechanism 





aioe SONY 90 min. 
PANASONIC/JVC-VHS-C 
...PANASONIC full size 
SONY charge/discharge 


2mic system 
hand held 
8mm rewinder 


editing feature 
v.0uilt in light 
image stabilization 
«11X Zoom 
super VHS-C. 


weo4 head HI-FI 
jog/shuttle 

VCR Plus 

top of the line! 
NEW! NEW! NEW! 
.audio dub 
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Cassette Decks A/V Recivers CD Players 
LOW TD-V661TN RX-515TN XL-M509TN 
PRICE TD-W709TN RX-715TN XL-M415TN 


TD-W315TN 





CAMCORDERS 
C-FORMAT 

PV-1Q208 ....... 
PV-IQ303 
PV-1Q403 .....ssesesssseee 
PV-IQ503......cssssseeente 
PV-43..... 
PV-53 
PV-S63 
PV-S372 


10:1 zoom 
wight and remote 
..color viewfinder 

.4 HD stereo 
image stable 
color viewfinder 
super VHS 
super VHS 
FULL SIZE 
PV-S770 ... super VHS 
TV/VCR COMBO 
..13” Combo 
PV-M2043 20” Combo 
PV-M2083 .......2-:000+++++:20" HI-Fl Combo 
ACCESSORIES 
AV Mixer 
toeeseeeee NEW 
csonveee DUOE 


PV-M1323 


WJAVES 
WJAVE7 
UVSPVLD csilssheettlads cteajnees 
VCR’s 
PV-4311 .esssseseeers 
PV-4314 aed 
BM atsa0 |astresrsesscsignictins 
PV-4361 
PV-4362.. 


4 Head 

VCR Plus 
4 Head HI-FI 
HI-Fl VCR Plus 
e shuttle control 
PV-S4366 -«.-Super VHS 
PV-S4380.......0.ssessseeseresseeee-Duilt in TBC 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 

LX-101 
LX-600 
MXVODO £3 ert ferscgarecots 


CAMCORDERS 
re ..Same as TR-101 


4 head HI-FI 
VCR Plus C 3 
sse.0Q/shuttle 


EDITING DECKS 
EVO-9500 ..HI8 record/play 
EVO-9720 we HI8 dual deck 
SVO-9600... wssueSVHS VCR 
SVP-9000 ..SVHS play only 

LASER DISC PLAYERS 
MDP-1150 .,..sssessseses ....daser bar code 
MONITORS 
GVM 1311Q.... ..NTSC/PAURGB 
GVM 2020......... .20” Multi scan 





RX-81STN XL-Z451TN 
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Digital A/V Mixer 
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SUPER LOW PRICES! 


GR-M7Pro 


Image Stabilization Camcorders 


Canon JVC 


=O}. b'4 


PHILIPS [iGO 


TOSHIBA 
Panasonic 





pares SPP-77 

CFD-445 W/ CD Player 10 channel transmission 
cp BooM Boxes | SPP-DIS 
CRD-445 © CRD.580 2 line operation 

Z os SPP-160 

CFD-560 * CFD-758 J dual rechargeable battery 
CFD-570 * CFD-768 packs 

DISCMAN WALKMAN] SPP-A60 

D-220 WM-FX24 w/ answ. machine 

D-421SP x SPP-95 

D-802K speaker phone 





A/B ROLL EDIT CONTROL SYSTEM 
eEDIT LINK 3300 

Desktop inter-format A/B Roll edit con- 
troller with RS-232C port, 3 programmable 
GPI triggers. Reads Hi8 RC time. 
eEDIT LINK 3300/TC 
Similar to 3300, also reads SMPTE time code. 





IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEMS 
COMPUTER CAPUTREBOARD SOFTWARE CONTROLLER CAMERA 





MS-DOS 
Amiga 


OpalVision 
Video Toaster 


DXC-107 
DXC-930 


Playmation 
Brilliance 


Diaquest 
BCD 


*CALL FOR CUSTOM CONFIGURATIONS 








Space Shuttle ..........00 
Aces of Europe... 
Dragons Lair... 
Lemmings........ 


Mad Dog McCr 





TPOPALVECHISE .sesrvnagessrmsoces 
and MORE! 


V Deck 


*Provides VISCA 
compatibility 

*Records or 

dubs (RC) 

time code E 

*Can record 

PCM digital audio 
*Available in Hi-8 and 8mm 


“Provides the key Vv Box 


to integrating oe 
video : 
cameras, 
recorders, 
and display 
devices into the 

personal computer environment 








MULTIMEDIA & INTERAC 


“Interactive Video” 





John Madden Football™..,...$49.95 






Super Wing Commander....... 








GR-AX75U 


i 





PV-M 1323 - 13” 2 head 
PV-M 2043 - 20” 4 head 
PV-M 2053 - 20” 4head/Hi-Fi 


VE VIDEO 





mata wi Fuse 
OWE MACHINE. INFINITE POSSIBILITIES. 





Interactive 
Entertainment 


Since 


1982 


One of Wisconsin’s Top 10 
Women Owned Businesses 

Corporate, Government & 
School POs Welcome 

Tech: (414) 357-8181 
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ust 
Bai 3 


*No extra charge for delivery 
*No extra charge for insurance 
*No surcharge for credit cards 


Hours (CST): Weekdays 8am - 8pm, Saturday 9am - 5pm ¢ Fax (414) 357-7814 © P.O. Box 17882 * Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 
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/ BATTERIES... 


7 SONY 1600mah........ 27.97 |e 
7 PAN new VHS-C...... 3787 i | 
] CANON new 8mm....27.97 |i 
RCA/HITACHI/MIN....27.97}] 
PAN BP80/88............ 39.97 
There is no camcorder battery we do not 
have, or cannot get! From No-Memory 
batteries, to extended play...call the 
Specialists! 
*all fully guaranteed!!* 


..-AND MORE! 


Lenses and Lights.................::00+ 
Cellular Telephone ee Te 
3 Computer and Laptop Batteries..CALL! 
Z Chargers, Battery Belts, Car Cords, 


1-800-275-2879 
AN NYC OR OUTSIDE THE US (212)768-7595 
Z#1 BATTERY SPECIALISTS 


74 W. 38th ST. 2nd Floor 


New York, NY 10018 FAX (212) 768-9530 
Returns within 30 days in new condition. Shipping, in- 
surance. return shipping are not refundable. Above brand Z 
Y names are copyrighted. Prices subject to oe 
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is below. This is more-or-less the stand- 
ard VCR control layout, and we wish all 
manufacturers would use it. The shapes 
and positions of the buttons make the 
deck easy to use even in dim light. 

Likewise, the VR8903’s remote 
adopts the convenient transport control 
layout now used on many other decks: 
The transport controls are in a circle, 
with an indent in the center to make it 
easy for your thumb to find the right 
button. And on both the remote and the 
deck, there’s a full set of transport con- 
trols plus a jog/shuttle. We like this be- 
cause we’ve never gotten used to using 
the jog/shuttle to activate fast forward 
and rewind, as one has to do with the 
JVC HR-VP700 reviewed on page 23. 

The video performance of the 
VR8903 is most unusual in that the un- 
weighted video signal-to-noise ratios are 
identical at all three speeds. This is the 
first time we've seen this phenomenon. 
The weighted video S/N, which puts less 
emphasis on noise the eye is less likely to 
perceive, is almost as well matched, 
varying by only 0.5 decibel. Performance 
in the color measurements — chroma 
AM and PM S/N —varies more, but is 
still pretty close. 





Despite the good measurements, | 


however, the picture looks grainy, with- 
out the smooth quality we noticed in 
JVC’s HR-VP700. Also, the color noise 
is a bit higher than we would like. Solid- 
color areas tend to vary a bit in intensity 
and hue, although not to a greater de- 
gree than with most VHS decks. All 
told, we rate picture quality good to very 


‘| good, in the middle range of VHS decks. 


Videophiles who demand the ultimate 
in picture quality will want to look else- 
where, but timeshifting enthusiasts who 
do a lot of EP recording may find the 
VR8903’s exceptional performance at 
the EP speed enticing. 

Nothing too far out of the ordinary 
to report in the way of audio. The 
measurements indicated a good to very 
good rating, mainly because the re- 
sponse of the hi-fi tracks is down 4 dB at 
20 Hertz. However, this is really aca- 
demic, because it’s not a drastic roll-off, 
and the only speakers that have usable 
response at 20 Hz are extremely expen- 
sive full-range speakers (like Thiel’s 
$10,000 CS5s) and very good sub- 
woofers. 

Overall, the VR8903 deserves a 
good to very good rating. Those who 
value user-friendliness and/or good- 
quality EP recording will enjoy it. s 














speakers are 
available in 
three finishes. 


Dolby Pro 






Factory-direct 
price for 
complete 
system.* 
Not available 
in stores. 


sic Surround 


Sound Price Breakthrough! 


AAMAAMAAMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Wrap it up 


While reading your article “Dews and 
Don'ts for Shooting in the Tropics” 
(“Camcorner,” Dec. ’93), I realized I 
had the same problem in Hong Kong 
and Bali. What worked for me was this: 
After shooting all day in the city and 
beach area, as soon as I came back to 
the hotel I wrapped the camcorder in a 
heavy towel to keep the outside air in 
and the air-conditioned air out. Then I 
stored it in the closet to keep the cold 
hotel air from blowing on the package. I 
just used this same method in Australia 
and it worked perfectly. 


Our lowest price ever on a hi We believe this to be the country’s best value Rikers Raff 
formance Dolby SUTUTE PO lame Kenmore, New York 
gic home theater sound system. 


We don’t know of any Pro Logic system of Contact cleaning 


this quality near this price. Hook it up to your 
TV and stereo VCR to create a home theater. 

This system uses our new Model Six loud- 
speaker by Henry Kloss as the main speakers. 
Stereo Review magazine says “Model Six is 
truly a high quality speaker...it has an ‘all 
there’ quality that belies its amazingly low 
price...an exceptional value.” 

Center and surround speakers are our Model 
Ten-A. The Sony receiver includes Dolby Sur- 
round Pro Logic, 5 channels (50/50/10/10/10 
watts/ch.) and a system remote. The Sony CD 
player sounds great. 


FREE AUDIO 
CATALOG 


Components by Pioneer, Sony, 
Philips, Denon, Cambridge 
SoundWorks and others. 


1-800-FOR-HIFI 
CAMBRIDGE 


Avoid denatured alcohols for cleaning 
contacts. The denaturing is just an addi- 
tive to make the product taste bad so it 
won't be consumed, but the additive can 
leave a film on surfaces. Try brake clean- 
er when you need super clean metal sur- 
faces. But test it first since it may be 
unfriendly to some plastics and finishes, 
and keep it away from open flames! 
K.C. Van Winkle 
Rancho San Diego, California 
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HOME THEATER 


continued from page 16 


plifiers inside its chassis, and the cool 
thing is you can configure these six 
channels to suit your needs. For exam- 
ple, you can have six 30-watt channels 
of amplification; bridge each stereo pair 
together, and you have three 90-watt 
channels; bridge only two channels to- 
gether, and you have one 90-watt amp 
and four 30s; and and and and.... 

It’s this kind of flexibility, backed by 
NAD’s reputation for audiophile-grade 
sound at real-world prices, that makes 
the 906 such a cool little amp for those 
who don’t need he-man sound pressure 
levels—like those of you who watch 
nothing farther out than those wimpy 
British tea’n’crumpets garden party 
snooze-fests like Howard’s End and Room 
With A View (a view to hell, in my book). 

For those of us who do need he-man 
levels, there’s no better multichannel 
amp than the mighty Acurus 200X3. Ba- 
sically one and a half of Acurus’ popular 
A250 stereo amp, the 200X3 packs 
three channels of 200-watt power into a 
chassis no larger than most regular ster- 
eo amplifiers. 

Why three channels instead of six? 
Say you’ve got a surround receiver with 
line outputs—you could send the line 
outputs for left, right and center chan- 
nels to the Acurus for the best possible 
sound, and use the receiver's own amps 
to drive the surround speakers, which 
usually need far less power than the 
Acutus delivers. Or, of course, you can 
use two 200X3s for six channels of 200- 
watt sound—and you'll be all ready and 
set to handle Dolby’s new 5.1-channel 
digital sound format, Dolby Surround 
Digital, when it comes to market in early 
95. 

Upgrading to one of these high-qual- 
ity, multichannel amps is one of the big- 
gest improvements you can make to 
your home theater. Take a page out of 
the audiophile book and try driving your 
surround speaker system with separate 

‘amps — you may be surprised to hear all 
the cool stuff you’ve been missing. m= 


Video dubbing only works with the 
linear audio track. The higher quality 
hi-fi audio tracks get erased and re-re- 
corded whenever you record new video. 
Unfortunately, most consumer camcord- 
ers have monaural linear track audio, al- 
though a few older portable VCRs and 
many industrial models offer stereo lin- 
ear audio. To convert a stereo audio sig- 
nal to mono, use a small mixer or the 
mono button on a home stereo receiver. 
Do not use a Y-connector to combine 
signals, as it will create distortion. Al- 
ways use the faster SP speed—not the 
budget EP (SLP) speed — because it pro- 
duces vastly better linear-track audio 
recordings. 

What if the band you’re recording 
doesn’t already have a professionally 
mixed demo tape? Your best bet is to 
rent them six hours of time at a small 
eight-track studio facility, for about $25 
an hour, and have them make a demo 
tape. If you must record live sound, 
rather than work from a recording, 
you'll need a professional mixing console 
and at least four or five microphones. 

In a concert hall or a night club, 
take a feed from the house mixing con- 
sole, rather than doing the mixing your- 
self. Attempting to record music using 
the camcorder’s microphone will usually 
result in very muddy, garbled recordings, 
because of the zillions of echoes and re- 
verberations created by the walls of the 
room you're recording in. That’s why 
professionals record music using micro- 
phones located very close to each instru- 
ment and vocalist. Recording and 
mixing live music is a difficult, demand- 
ing art form unto itself, requiring a sepa- 
rate person’s skill and attention. When 
making a music video, the more you can 
concentrate on the video, and not have 
to worry about the sound, the better 
your finished production will be. 8 











continued from page 18 


of video dubbing. 

The more common audio dub fea- 
ture will not get you very far with music 
videos. Attempts to piece together a 
song with snippets of sound will result in 
jerky, poorly timed transitions in which 
the musical beat will be lost, unless your 
equipment can edit with perfect frame 
accuracy. 





AMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALS 


Infrared diagnostics 


Drop your remote control on the floor? 
Are the batteries dead? Is it working? 
Don’t look in the tiny transmitter win- 
dow — humans can’t see infrared light. 
Here’s an easy yes/no infrared remote 
test: Point the remote toward the lens of 
your camcorder and look through the 
viewfinder. CCD cameras are sensitive 
to infrared and the camera can see the 
light being emitted from the remote 
control unit. 
Jerry Crock 
RVTC Productions 
Mt. Holly, New Jersey 
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OW TRL 
ables Lucasfilm set the 


wrong sonic standards? THX and non-THX 
speakers testify. 


BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 


f January’s Consumer Electronics 

Show was any indication, home thea- 

ter may soon make its way onto Hard 

Copy. As the field matures, and splits 
into differing camps of opinion, a heated 
controversy has emerged in which all 
sides seem absolutely convinced they’re 
tight. For reviewers, who have access to 
a variety of gear at no cost, these are ex- 
citing times. But for consumers who 
can’t afford to make mistakes when buy- 
ing equipment, the controversies are 
confusing and maddening. 

For the moment, most of home thea- 
ter’s war of words is being argued in the 
court of audio. The defendant: Lu- 
casfilm, the company that positions its 
THX licensing program as the answer to 
home entertainment’s problems. The 
plaintiffs: manufacturers and audi- 
ophiles who charge that Lucasfilm’s 
THX standards limit speakers to medi- 
ocre performance, especially for music. 

Movie ene THX speakers like M&K’s subwoofer and front satellite work wonders for movie sound. On the surface, both sides make a 
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pretty good case. Both will happily pro- 
duce reams of technical data to support 
their stands, and both have conducted 
convincing demonstrations of their 
products and philosophies. But which 
approach is best for the average home 
theater enthusiast? The only way to find 
out is to listen. 

And listen is what we’ve done. Over 
the past several months, our jury of Vid- 
eo Magazine staffers has collected a vari- 
ety of THX and non-THX speaker 
systems, and listened to them with a 
wide variety of material: music from 
Bach organ sonatas to Kiss’ Double Plat- 
inum, and movies from Witness for the 
Prosecution to Demolition Man. By the 
time the gavel fell—after countless 
hours of serious listening and delibera- 
tion — we came to a verdict we think will 
help you pick out a speaker system you'll 
enjoy for years to come. 


We started with THX speaker sys- 
tems from B&W, M&K and JBL. Each 
includes three matched front speakers 
designed for narrow vertical dispersion 
and wide horizontal dispersion — sound 
travels from them in a horizontal, fan- 
shaped pattern, rather than a cone- 
shaped pattern. This minimizes sound 
reflections from the floor and the ceil- 
ing, the intent to make dialog more in- 
telligible. 

The JBL and M&K front speakers 
each use two tweeters flanked by two 
woofers, all lined up vertically.. The 
B&Ws have the same configuration, but 
use three tweeters. All three speakers — 
left, center and right— must be posi- 
tioned straight up. 

THX systems use two dipolar sur- 
round speakers. These are somewhat 
like two speakers facing opposite direc- 
tions, glued together at the back and 
wired out of phase. Lucasfilm’s intention 
is that no sound reaches the listener di- 
rectly from the surround speaker; in- 
stead, it’s all reflected from the walls and 
the ceiling. According to Lucasfilm, this 
creates a more natural, enveloping sur- 
round effect. 

Lucasfilm specifies two subwoofers 
for each THX system. JBL and B&W 
use traditional, front-firing passive de- 
signs (you provide the amp). M&K uses 
an unusual, 400-watt powered design 
with one front-firing driver and a second 
that fires into the cabinet. Sound com- 
ing from the back of the second driver 
actually radiates into the room. 

The complete systems cost $3,000 
for the JBL, $7,000 for the B&W and 
$8,690 for the M&K. 

To judge the effect Lucasfilm’s specs 
have on speaker design, we also bor- 


rowed non-THX systems from M&K 





Music Masters: 
B&W’s Matrix 803s (be- 
low right) and Mirage’s 
MC-si (right) and 
M-5sis (below left) 
sound great with any 
type of music. 



















and B&W. The M&K system uses the 
same THX subwoofers and surround 
speakers, but substitutes S-90 speakers 
for the front three channels. The $795/ 
pair S-90s are designed for situations 
where M&Kk’s THX speakers are too 
large or expensive. They use single woof- 
ers and tweeters — the same drivers as in 
the THX speakers —and are less than 
half the height and half the cost. 

he B&W non-THX system we 

chose consists of two $3,000/pair 

Matrix 803 Series 2 speakers for left 

and right channels and an $800 
Matrix 805 for the center. (At CES, 
B&W showed a flatter version of the 
805 intended for center-channel use). 
We used BQW’s THX surrounds with 
these, because B&W doesn’t make a 
dedicated surround speaker. 

We also tried two non-THX systems 
made by Audio Products International, 
one under the Mirage brand, the other 
an Energy system. The Energy RVSI1 
front speakers ($700/pair) each use two 
woofers flanking a tweeter; the $350 
RVS2 center speaker appears to be iden- 





tical, but with cosmetics slightly altered 
for horizontal use. 

The system came with two AS-180 
front-firing powered subwoofers ($750 
each) and two $550/pair RVSS sur- 
rounds. The RVSSs are similar to a THX 
surround speaker, except that their 
halves operate out of phase above 400 
Hertz, and in phase below 400 Hz. API 
says this prevents the bass cancellation 
that occurs with dipolar speakers. 

The Mirage system we tried is based 
on two $1,800/pair M-5si bipolar speak- 
ers for left and right (see our “Home 
Theater” column, Nov.’93),a $500 MC- 
si center speaker and the two Energy 
surrounds, which API will probably also 
market under the Mirage brand. Bipolar 
speakers are similar to dipolar speakers, 
except that both halves operate in 
phase. 

A few particulars on our trial pro- 
cedures: We conducted most of our lis- 
tening in our 5,500-cubic-foot, 
acoustically treated home theater room, 
with laserdiscs and CDs played in a Pi- 
oneer CLD-97 combi player. Our sur- 
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round processors were THX-approved 
models from Lexicon and Audio Design 
Associates (ADA); our amps were THX 
models from ADA and Marantz. We 
placed each center speaker atop a Pan- 
asonic PT-5OWXF5 rear-projection TV. 

For movie listening, we calibrated all 
the systems to THX standards, so that a 
pink noise signal 20 decibels below max- 
imum level read 85 dB on our sound 
pressure level meter. (This is the same 
level used to mix movie soundtracks, 
and is thus the correct level for play- 
back.) When we used music for direct 
comparisons between speakers, we set- 
tled on a level 3 dB lower. Finally, we 
wired with Monster THX speaker cables 
and interconnects, which use a new col- 
or-coding scheme created just for home 
theater. These made our frequent sys- 
tem reconfigurations much easier. 


AUDIBLE EVIDENCE 


As you'd expect, the speakers we lis- 
tened to sounded very different. At these 
prices, sounding bad would be a major of- 
fense — of which, for- 
tunately, none of the 
speakers were guilty. Our 
jury thought all the speak- 
ers sounded pretty good, 
but that all had strengths 
and weaknesses. We'll sep- 
arate these into eight ar- 
eas: imaging, neutrality, 
ambience, voice intel- 
ligibility, timbre-matching, 
surround soundfield, sub- 
woofers and cosmetics. 

e Imaging and sound- 
staging. The big, colossal, 
overwhelming differences 
between these speakers are 
in imaging and soundstag- 
ing. Imaging is the sonic il- 
lusion of real instruments 
being played in front of 
you; soundstaging is the 
left-to-right, back-to-front 
placement of those instru- 
ments between, behind, to 
the sides of and sometimes 
in front of the speakers. The two very of- 
ten go hand-in-hand — speakers that im- 
age well often throw pretty convincing 
soundstages, the differences in soundstag- 
ing then boiling down to dimensions. 

To put it plain and simple, THX 
speakers don’t offer much in the way of 

















Power Straggle 
Four THX Amps Ve. A Non-THX Contender 


BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH 






Although Lucasfilm’s THX speakers foster heated debate, the company’s amp- 
lifier specifications have caused hardly a stir. That's because the specs 
(which include standards for power delivery, headroom, distortion and other 
performance parameters) don’t seem to demand drastic changes in design. 

We recently tried four THX amps: Marantz’s $299 MA-500 mono amp, 
Kenwood’s $899 KM-XI six-channel amp, and Audio Design Associates’ 
$6,195 MPA-500 five-channel amp and $2,095 BPA-500 subwoofer amp. 
Then we compared them to a popular non-THX amp, Rotel’s RBX-980BX. 

In audio circles, there are two amp camps. One says there are significant 
sonic differences between amplifiers; the other says there aren’t. We fall in 
the former camp, although we’ll admit you won't find us spending $8,000 for 
a stereo amp. There are slight tonal differences in amps, but we feel they're 
less important than the sense of ease you get with a powerful amp that has 
a robust power supply (many inexpensive amps, in our opinion, do not). 

Cynics will sneer at ADA’s $6,195 amp, but one listen will turn their 
sneers into smiles —this has got to be the best five-channel amp made. The 
MPA-500 incorporates two chassis, one for the power supply, one for the 
five 250-watt amps. The massive cable that connects the two looks like it 
came off a turbine at Hoover Dam. Jumbo level meters on the amp’s front 
give it a powerful look I loved, but our other staffers said they'd put electri- 
cal tape over them. 

The MPA-500’s sound is wonderfully clear, clean and detailed, never 
strained. That comes as no surprise —a Lucasfilm rep told me that the ADA 
amp can't clip, because household wall current is limited to 20 amperes, and 
the MPA-500 needs more than that to reach its power ceiling. The sub- 
woofer amp offers a similarly slamming level of performance, but I wish 
ADA had put two sets of binding 
posts on it instead of one. Of course, 
the total system price of $8,290 is 
more than most people will ever be 
able to afford for an amp, but hey, if 
I win the lottery, one of my first calls 
will be to ADA. 

You'll need at least five of Mar- 
antz’s 100-watt MA-500s for a home 
theater, plus one or two more if you 
use subwoofers. (You can also con- 
nect two together to double the 
power.) The mono design means you 
don’t waste money on unused chan- 
nels— most THX systems use seven 
channels of amplification, and with 
stereo amps you get either six or 
eight. 

Unfortunately, it also means you 
have five to seven amps to turn on 
and off. The MA-500s have a circuit 
that turns them on automatically, 
but it only works with Marantz’s 
AV-500 surround processor. Despite 
the extra buttons to push, we’ve 
come to love the MA-500s as afford- 
ably priced, capable home theater 
amps. They don’t deliver the ulti- 
mate sound quality and power of the 
ADA amp, but they’re a superb 
choice for any real-world home theater system. 

Kenwood’s.KM-X1 is more-or-less intended for use with its KC-X1 THX 

continued on page 88 


Tower of Power: From top, two Marantz 
MA-500s, Rotel’s RBX-980BX, Kenwood’s KM- 
X1 and ADA’s MPA-500 amp and power supply. 
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Controversial Characters: Four participants in our THX vs. non-THX trial—top left, JBL’s HT series THX 





front speakers and subwoofer; top center, Energy’s RVS1 main speaker (vertical, with grille off) and RVS2 
center speaker (horizontal); top right, M&K’s S-90; and above, B&W's complete THX system. 





imaging or soundstaging. Anti- THX 
types say this is because of the speakers’ 
limited vertical dispersion. Lucasfilm 
counters that electrostatic speakers — 
many of which have won raves from au- 
diophiles— share this dispersion pattern. 

Whichever side you believe, the fact 
remains that for stereo music listening, all 
of the THX speakers we tried paled in 
comparison with the B&W 803s and the 
Mirage M-5sis. “No THX system gives 
you the depth that many good, inexpen- 
sive music speakers give you,” one lis- 
tener on our jury remarked. (Indeed, as I 
write this article, I’m listening to NHT’s 
$230/pair Super Zeros create sonic im- 
ages much more convincing than any of 





the THX speakers we tried.) 

e Neutrality. The THX speakers score 
big here —all sound more neutral than 
the non-THX speakers. Here, the B&W 
THX system is champ—these are proba- 
bly the most uncolored-sounding speak- 
ers we've tried. Voices are full and 
smooth without sounding chesty or over- 
ly resonant, and instruments suffer no 
noteworthy colorations anywhere in the 
audio band. But without imaging, some of 
the realism is lost. As one listener put it, 
“It sounds great, but it’s like a big blob of 
sound.” 

The JBLs also turned in a good per- 
formance in this area, with the M&K 
THX system coming in behind due to a 








slight harshness in the 
highs. All of the music 
speakers produced notice- 
able colorations in the 
sound, emphasizing some 
ranges (especially the tre- 
ble) and de-emphasizing 
others. But subjectively, 
such colorations sometimes 
create a more enjoyable 
sound. As you’d expect, 
the more affordable Energy 
speakers were less neutral than the 
BSW and Mirage non-THX models — 
good-sounding, but a bit bright for our 
taste, although not to a level we found 
unpleasant or fatiguing. 

In the high-end audio world, there 
are those who value neutrality above all 
else and care little about imaging, and 
those who'll sacrifice a little neutrality 
for better imaging. (Ideally, a speaker 
sacrifices neither, but such speakers are 
rare and usually very pricey.) Whichever 
camp you fall into is okay, but we fall 
into the second. 

e Ambience. With their severely lim- 
ited vertical dispersion, THX speakers 
fall flat in this area. This gives them a 
sound diametrically opposed to that of 
the Mirage bipolar speakers, which cre- 
ate a big, ambient, “airy” sound. Some 
audiophiles deride the bipolar sound as 
artificial, and we can’t argue on that 
point. But we enjoy the artifice! The En- 
ergy and B&W 803/805 systems also 
score well here. The M&K S-90s, how- 
ever, produce only a bit more ambience 
than the THX speakers we tried. 

Ambience adds a lot to both music 
and movies. Obviously, it makes music 
recordings sound more like live perfor- 
mances in real spaces. It does the same 
thing for the music in movie sound- 
tracks, and for foley effects. For exam- 
‘ple, in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, 
when Indy and his dad are running 
through the zeppelin to board the bi- 
plane, the footsteps on the metal cat- 
walk sound more realistic through, say, 
the B&W 803/805 system than through 
the THX systems. This is the one area in 
which non-THX speakers have an ad- 
vantage for movie sound. 

e Voice intelligibility. THX gets the 
nod here —all of the systems did a good 
job. However, it’s not like voices are un- 
intelligible with other systems. In particu- 


continued on page 70 
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Multimedia, home 
theater, digital 
surround energize 
a buoyant CES 


ike a blast from the past, the Con- 

sumer Electronics Show returned to 

Las Vegas in January with record- 

breaking numbers and a bounty of 
new technology and products. Recent 
shows have seemed as muted as the 
economy, but this time business was 
brisk, cab lines were long and product 
previews were impressive. More than 
92,000 visitors trawled for products and 
deals across more than a million square 
feet of exhibition space as CES over- 
flowed the city Convention Center into 
a score of major hotels, with many com- 
panies displaying in private suites away 
from the show floor. 

Computers led the way, powering a 
broad array of innovative multimedia 
applications. New home theater compo- 
nents and technologies like Dolby Sur- 
round Digital were also big draws, as 
were RCA’s direct broadcast satellite 
system, and a few new TVs and VCR 

enhancements. New 





| Celebrity Central: camcorders were scarce, 
| Steven Spielberg but interesting editing 
| (far left) tries a peripherals and video 
B camcorder at Pan- gadgets were plentiful. 


asonic's exhibit. 


Elsewhere at CES, INTERACTIVE 


| rocker Alice Coo- = PPONTIER 


per, music producer ; 
Shepp Gordon and In his CES keynote 


actor Michael Dou. address, Robert Kavner, 
glas (left) compare AT&T's CEO for multi- 
notes. media products, pre- 

dicted a near-future 
filled with sleek interactive services, eas- 
ily accessed through “intelligent termi- 
nals” in American homes. Though no 
one is sure what forms multimedia will 
eventually take, the show’s great variety 
of interactive exhibits made Kavner 





This story was written by Jim Barry, Lan- 
celot Braithwaite, Brent Butterworth, Ken- 
neth Korman and Stan Pinkwas. 
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look very smart indeed. For the first 
time in CES history, interactive multi- 
media stole the spotlight from tradition- 
al audio/video products. 

The 3DO and CD-I systems each 
had a major presence. Trip Hawkins, 
3DO president, again promised a banner 
year for the fledgling format. He an- 
nounced three companies would join 
Panasonic in manufacturing 3DO hard- 
ware this year, including Sanyo and 
ATGT, and projected that 100 new 3DO 
titles would ship this year. An MPEG 
full-motion video cartridge for 3DO, 
compatible with a new White Book 
standard for Video CD, should be avail- 
able by summer, to be followed by major 
video titles on five-inch 3DO discs. 

Philips announced a new CD-I play- 
er with a five-disc changer, due later this 
year, and two new controllers, a $29.95 
touchpad and a sleek infrared remote, 
both designed to help CD-I compete as 
a gaming system. Philips also let dealers 
preview plans for a $299 CD-I player in- 
tended to look more like a game ma- 
chine than an A/V component. 
Goldstar and Samsung announced the 
first CD-I players not made by Philips. 

The company previewed several new 
multimedia titles incorporating full-mo- 
tion MPEG video, including Bob Marley: 
Every Song’s A Sign, a bio disc with vin- 
tage video clips, and the comprehensive 
Titanic, the first disc we’ve seen to work 
both with and without a video adapter. 
Both CD-I and 3DO seem to have de- 
cided that the multimedia battle will be 
won or lost in the software arena, and 
emphasized their unique titles accor- 
dingly. Philips also announced a deal 
with MGM/UA to digitize 30 films for 
release as full-motion CD-I videos in 
94. The titles will probably include such 
MGM classics as The Wizard of Oz and 
the James Bond films. 

Technics, Sanyo, Samsung, GoldStar 
and newcomer Virtual Video showed 
prototype Video CD players that could 
handle these and other CD movies. Al- 
though Video CD players were generally 
downplayed, GoldStar said its model will 
definitely appear in the U.S. this year, 
and Samsung said its player probably will 
appear. > 


























Genesis Anew: 
Genesis CDX, Sega’s 
compact, portable new 
game machine plays 
Sega cartidges and 
CDs as well as audio 
CDs. It’s priced at 
$399. 








PRODIGY V Mixed Media: 
f Dual-deck 8mm/VHS 
i a | VCR by GoldStar 

Business A\/ (top left), the view on 
Prodigy’s prototype for 
an interactive cable TV 
system (far left), and 
The Key by Lonestar 
(left), a guitar-like in- 
Strument that comes 

| with a coded videotape 
to simplify playing. 








The Wide Ones: 
Toshiba’s first wide- 
screen TV (left) is a 56- 
inch rear-projection con- 
sole that includes two 
tuners, Dolby Pro-Logic 
decoding and a pair of 
rear speakers. Sharp 
and Proton also take the 
widescreen plunge this 
year with direct-view 
models. 
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The show’s 
Multimedia 
Pavillion featured 
a vast array of 
CD-ROM soft- 
ware. Microsoft 
exhibited at CES 
for the first time, 
and displayed 
multimedia discs like its Cinemania mov- 
ie guide and Encarta encylopedia. 
Compton’s New Media previewed sever- 
al new titles, including an MPEG-en- 
coded version of its Multimedia 
Encyclopedia with full-screen video seg- 
ments. (You'll need a $400 MPEG board 
for your PC to run it.) 

Throughout CES, major media com- 
panies sought to bring already successful 
programs into the multimedia realm. 
Paramount Interactive privately showed 
Star Trek: The Next Generation CD- 
ROMs, while Viacom New Media pre- 
viewed next fall’s Beavis and Butt-head 
Super Nintendo cartridge. 

Commodore debuted its $399 Ami- 
ga CD32, another CD-ROM-based mul- 
timedia/game machine. Already a smash 
in Europe where Commodore says it sold 
100,000 units in three months, the 
CD32 features a 32-bit processor and a 
double-speed drive. Commodore's soft- 
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Snaps and Zaps: 
The VideoSnap by San- 
sui (left) produces 
Polaroid prints of 
screen shots from 
standard video sources, 
while Arista’s Commer- 
cial Brake (above) lets 
your VCR record TV 
shows with the ads 
masked out. 


Presti-digitation: 
Studio Magic's $499 
board and software let 
your PC do mixes, 
wipes and dissolves. 


ware, culled from about 80 titles already 
released overseas, looked very impres- 
sive. Like other new CD-ROM-based 
machines, the CD32 will accept an 
MPEG adapter for full-motion video. 

Sega, which now owns more than 
half the lucrative game market, showed 
a $399 portable version of its Genesis 
game system that will soon have kids in 
a major uproar. The compact Genesis 
CDX plays Genesis cartridges, Sega CD 
titles and standard audio CDs, just 
about everything a teenager needs to 
lead a happy '90s existence. Sega also 
hinted at the future with mentions of 
Sega Saturn, a 64-bit CD system it will 
introduce in Japan this fall. Look for it 
here in 95. Atari displayed Jaguar, a 64- 
bit cartridge game system it claims can 
outperform 3DO. 

Some multimedia products took 
completely unfamiliar forms. AT&T 
showed Edge-16, a specialized modem 





of laserdisc player with digital output 





device that will al- 
low two people in dif- 
ferent locales to play Sega 
Genesis games together in real 
time via standard phone lines. 
Prodigy showed a prototype for an el- 
egant cable TV system that will offer ac- 
cess to interactive services along with 
traditional TV programs. 

One of the hottest sources of multi- 
media excitement was Lonestar Tech- 
nologies’ The Key, an extraordinary 
guitar-shaped instrument that can in- 
stantly turn anyone into a practicing 
musician. Specially encoded video- 
cassettes feed digital data to The Key, 
enabling first-time musicians to accom- 
pany their favorite videos without hit- 
ting bum notes. Others features allow 
advanced musicians greater leeway 
while playing along or creating original 
music. (Look for a hands-on test in Vid- 
eo Magazine as soon as The Key is avail- 
able.) 


Get ready for a revolution in home 
theater sound. It’s called Dolby Sur- 
round Digital, and it was the talk of 
nearly every audio nut at CES. Dolby 
Surround Digital used Dolby’s 5.1-chan- 
nel AC-3 digital encoding format to pro- 
vide separate signals for left, center, 
right, left surround and right surround 
speakers as well as a subwoofer (that’s 
what the “1” stands for). In audio jargon, 
it’s simply called “5.1.” 

Pioneer demonstrated AC-3 sound 
recorded on one of the FM analog 
soundtracks of a laserdisc. This required 
using a modified laserdisc player to ex- 
tract the digital signal, which was fed 
into a prototype AC-3 decoder. The im- 
pressive demo included clips from mov- 
ies like Bram Stoker's Dracula and The 
Fugitive. The stereo surround channels 
are what makes the difference — today’s 
Dolby Pro-Logic surround sound sys- 
tems produce only a mono surround sig- 
nal. Denon also demonstrated AC-3, 
played from a computer hard drive 
through Zoran’s new AC-3 decoding 
chip. 

Dolby Surround Digital for the 
home may be available later this year or, 
more likely, next. Consumers will proba- 
bly have to invest in one of a new breed 














from one analog soundtrack, as well as a 
new surround decoder. (All Dolby Sur- 
round Digital decoders will also do Pro- 
Logic decoding, so you won't have to re- 
place your entire laserdisc collection) 
The system could use S-VHS VCRs 
with digital audio, but these are not 
available in the U.S. The bottom line for 
consumers: Great sound, major cash 
outlay. 

Lucasfilm got in on the 5.1 act with 
the show’s most compelling demo. It 
used an ADAT deck (a digital multi- 
track audio recorder) slaved via SMPTE 
time code to a Betacam VCR, playing 
through a B&W THX speaker system. 































(The setup was intended only to simu- 
late AC-3, not as a practical home sys- 
tem.) Program material included music 
recorded live with a separate mic for 
each channel. We've often criticized the 
sound of THX systems for stereo music, 
but in this application the sound was as 
lifelike as the best stereo recordings and 
sound systems, maybe more so. 

The scene from Jurassic Park in 
which a herd of running dinosaurs over- 
runs Sam Elliot and the two kids con- 
firmed our impressions. Halfway 
through, Lucasfilm faded the picture to 
black, but kept the sound running, and 
the effect was overwhelming. 

The demo by Brad Miller of Mobile 
Fidelity really brought the point home. 
Miller played digital four-channel 
recordings made with his own quad 
microphone. Most were environmen- 
tal—tree limbs breaking under the 
weight of ice, a passing train, a 
Space Shuttle launch. In every 

case, the “you are there” effect 
was chilling: Close your eyes 
and you'd almost believe you 
were in the middle of a for- 
est. Miller’s point is that 

by using natural miking, 
instead of the el-fake-o 
panning techniques 
film mixers rely on, 
digital surround 


Sounding Better: 

Unity Audio’s new cen- 
ter-channel speaker, and 
Panasonic's LX-K750 la- 
ser karaoke player, 
which can correct and 
evaluate the quality of 
your singing. 
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sound can achieve unprecedented real- 
ism. The bottom line for the audio in- 
dustry: Stereo is dead, long live 5.1. 

Lucasfilm also made news by creat- 
ing new specifications for A/V receivers 
and integrated amps. The company says 
the specs don’t compromise sound be- 
cause channel allocation is fixed in a re- 
ceiver. Stand-alone THX amps must 
deliver enough voltage for any channel 
of a home theater sound system, includ- 
ing the subwoofer. But because THX in- 
tegrated products are intended for use 
with a powered THX subwoofer (or a 
THX amp and a passive subwoofer), 
they can deliver less voltage, allowing 
companies to use the smaller amps dic- 
tated by a receiver’s chassis while still 
meeting THX specs. Two preproduction 
THX receivers made their debut at 
CES: Technics’ $1,200 SA-TX1000 and 
Onkyo’s $1,999 TS-XV919THX. 

Leading the list of new home theater 
transducers is a new version of NHT’s 
VT-1 video speaker, this one with a 
switch that contours the sound for video 
or audio. The switch alters the crossover 
parameters, changing the frequencies at 
which the woofers and tweeters operate. 
It really works! 

Atlantic Technology showed a pro- 
totype of a THX system with a horizon- 
tal center speaker, making it the first 
THX system that will look unobtrusive 
in a typical living room. Atlantic also 
showed a larger version of its Pattern 
speaker system, with a center speaker 
that has midrange and treble controls 
for easy matching to any main speakers 
you choose. 

Unity Audio presented revolution- 
ary center and surround speaker designs. 
Its center speaker has front- and rear- 
mounted tweeters, and three sets of 
binding posts—one for the center-chan- 





continued on page 92 
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Does your TV have 
a mind of its own? 
Energy-saving lights 
can cause remote 
control chaos in 
home video systems. 





BY TOM HEALD 


For the first two months my new univer- 
sal remote control worked flawlessly. 
Then, for no apparent reason, it simply 
stopped controlling my cable box, al- 
though it continued to work fine with 
my TV and VCR. One afternoon I 





A Matter of Codes: 
Although similar, 
Osram’s Dulux EL 
bulb (far right) 
glitched our sys- 
tem’s VCR while 
GE's Energy 
Choice (center) 
and Soft White 
bulbs (right) had 
no effect. All are 
electronically bal- 
lasted. 


bought a couple of new batteries. Eure- 
ka, the remote worked —for two hours. 

Then the gremlins returned, with 
truly weird results. One fall evening, 
while we were entertaining friends, the 
cable box switched on by itself. We 
watched as it searched through several 
channels then turned itself off. Nobody 
was near the remote control. Nobody 
touched the box. What was going on? 
What kind of ghost had gotten into my 
machine? 








I called my cable company, Falcon 
Cable TV in Gilroy, California, and 
spoke with Robert, a customer service 
representative. “Tt’s those universal re- 
motes,” he said. “They’re always causing 
problems with our boxes. If you rent one 





; of our remotes, it'll work just fine.” 


Not quite satisfied with Robert’s ex- 
planation, I called Universal Electron- 
ics, maker of my One For All remote. 
“Do you know what could be causing 
the problem?” | asked after describing 
the symptoms. “I haven't heard of it,’ 
said Tammy, a customer service rep from 
Universal. “But it could be the code for 
the cable box.” She gave me detailed in- 
structions for resetting the cable portion 
of the remote, and we tried reprogram- 


 pP—I az 





ming all the codes for the Scientific At- 
lanta cable box from Falcon. Nothing 
helped. 

Neither company had any idea what 
was causing the problem, although each 
assured me it couldn’t possibly be its 
unit. Three cable boxes and two remotes 
later, the problem still persisted. In a 
typical incident, the cable box, appar- 
ently unhappy with the movie we were 
watching, started jumping randomly 
from channel to channel. The remote 
control had no effect at all. 

It can’t be all three cable boxes, | 
mused. Something must be interfering 
with the remote’s signal to the box. Or 
maybe it’s the signal from the cable. Ev- 
erything seemed to work fine during the 
day, but not in the morning or the eve- 
ning. What was different? Feeling a bit 
foolish I turned off all the lights. To my 
delight, the remote worked again. Turn- 
ing the lights on one at a time narrowed 
the problem down to the new energy- 
saving fluorescent lights we had installed 
several months earlier in mid-summer, 
when we weren’t watching much TV. 

Apparently, the new fluorescents 
produced a broader spectrum of light 
than the standard incandescent bulbs 
they replaced. They seemed to be pro- 
ducing an infrared signal that blinded 
our cable box and occasionally mim- 
icked the remote control’s signals. In- 
deed, if you are experiencing 
unexplained operating glitches with 
your own video equipment, take a good, 
hard look at your room lights. 

Energy-efficient fluorescent lights 
are manufactured by lighting specialists 
like FEIT and FTC, as well as by com- 
panies —like Philips, Panasonic and 
GE—that also make consumer video 








44 VIDEO APRIL 1994 

















equipment. I contacted several leading 
manufacturers and all acknowledged the 
problem. Though it may be widespread, 
remote control interference caused by 
fluorescent lights is so unpredictable and 
intermittent that no one I spoke with 
could indicate how many homes or com- 
ponents might be affected. 

“Yes, we have had some com- 
plaints,” Scott Mack, a spokesman for 
Philips Lighting, told me. On the audio/ 
video side, Don Lowry, director of engi- 
neering for Matsushita Electronics (par- 
ent of Panasonics, Quasar and Technics) 
also acknowledged that “we have had 
some problems.” However, Lowry added 
that Matsushita feels it has the problem 
“well in hand in our product line.” 

Compared with the energy savings 
fluorescent lights can yield, remote con- 
trol interference is “a minor inconve- 
nience,” Mack asserted. His best advice 
was to move the lamp to a different elec- 
trical circuit and make sure it was at 
least 10 feet away from any A/V 
equipment. When I pointed out 
the impracticality of his solu- 
tion, he also assured me the 
problem was being worked on, 
and that Philips hoped to 
have a solution in place soon. 

I followed Mack’s sug- 
gestions, but the same fail- 
ure occurred with the light 
moved to the far corner of 
the room, 16 feet away. 
Using an extension cord 
to connect it to a separate 
circuit didn’t help either. 
Next I tried a fluores- 
cent tube that produced 
a more natural “day- 
light” color spectrum. It 











didn’t make any difference. Both 
lights — eight-inch circular tubes from 
Lights of America and FTC —caused 
the same failures. 

To prove it was the fluorescent light 
being emitted and not electrical inter- 
ference on the line, I placed the lamp in 
a large cardboard box in the middle of 
the room. Sure enough, with the lamp 
turned on inside a closed box my equip- 
ment worked fine. As soon as I opened 
the box, the problem returned. 


GREMLIN HUNTING 
Undaunted, I tried one last test. 

Using a magnetically ballasted fluores- 

cent lamp by Dana from my office, I 





tried the same test. The remote didn’t 
fail at all. In fact, I could shine the light 
directly into the infrared receiver on the 
cable box from a few inches away with- 
out any problems. Both fluorescent 
tubes caused problems in the electron- 
ically ballasted lamp, but not in the 
magnetically ballasted one. What was 
the difference? It had to be something in 
the way the, electronically»ballasted 
lamp wotks. 

Traditional fluorescent lights use a 
heavy magnetic ballast to limit the cur- 
tent flow of standard 60-cycle power 
through the light tube. This is what pro- 
duces the annoying flicker we sometimes 
notice in*Older fluorescent lights. Elec- 
tronically ballasted lights, onthe other 
hand, generate a 25- to 50-kilohertz sig- 
nal and use it to power the tube. This 
also produces a flicker, but it’s much too 
fast for our eyes to detect. However, it’is 
this flicker that most experts believe is 
causing the problem. It doesn’t bother 
us, but it annoys the heck out of remote 
controls. 

Most lights, incandescent and fluo- 
rescent, emit light in the infrared range, 
“but that’s not the problem,” explained 
Tarry Olson, manager of applications for 
electronic lighting systems at Osram 
Sylvania. “The problem,” he continued 
“is the frequency of the power that’s ap- 
plied to the light. When it’s 60 cycles, 
there's no problem. However, when it’s 
25 to 50 kHz, there are problems.” Sim- 
ply put, electronically ballasted fluores- 
cent lamps can blind a remote control 
by producing a signal “tuned” to the in- 
frared receiver's frequency. 

Fluorescent lights flicker at twice 
the frequency of the applied power, ac- 
cording to the Lighting Research Center 



















Remote Codes-How They Wor 


ooecceecs i a ay 


The hundreds of different remote controls available today use a 

variety of techniques and codes to communicate with TVs, 
VCRs and other electronic devices. But the codes all work pretty 
much the same way. Most remotes send out pulses of infrared 
light at a specific frequency, say 56 kilohertz. And each time you 
press a key, you generate a group of coded pulses. 

In a code that consists of 24 bits of binary information, a com- 
mon arrangement, the first four bits determine which one of 16 











possible devices the remote is talking to. For example: 0 would be 
for a TV set, 1 for VCR-1, 2 for VCR-2, 3 for a laserdisc player, and 
so on. The next eight bits describe which key you've pressed, allow- 
ing for a total of 256 possible key codes. The last 12 bits are check 
bits, which are compared with the first 12 bits to detect 
errors. 

When the infrared receiver detects the infrared signal, 
it compares it to a clock pulse operating at the same fre- 
quency within the component that houses it, and responds 
as ordered. —TH 


Mimicked: 
One For All’s 
2085 remote— 
it's infrared 
codes were in- 
terfered with by 
4 of 11 bulbs 
we tried. 

















To see how much fluorescent interference an unwary 
viewer might encounter, I tested a varicty of easily avail- 
able lights with a typical home video set up. In all, I 
looked at Il fluorescent lights from seven major manufac- 
turers. Six instances were found in which the lights _ 
interfered with the cable, VCR and stereo controls of our 
est equipment. In each case, the interference was from an 
electronically ballasted light. 

For the test setup, I enlisted my own home video sys- 
tem. The components included Universal's URC-2085 
One For All remote control, Mitsubishi’s 26-inch 
CS-2655R TV, Toshiba's 20-inch CE2058 TV, RCA’s 
VR680HF VCR, a Scientific Atlanta cable convertor 
(model 8500321), and a Technics SA-R277 stereo receiver. 

The lights were purchased at the Orchard Supply Hardware store in Gil- 
roy, California. All the lights, except for a Dana magnifier lamp, were screw- 
based fluorescents designed to replace standard incandescent bulbs. The prices 
cited below are those the store charged. 

I employed the Universal remote with each of the lights to operate the ca- 
ble box, the VCR, both TV sets and the stereo receiver. None of the lights 
interfered with the controls for either of the TV sets, and none of the four 
magnetically ballasted lights interfered with any of the Universal’s controls. 
The magnetically ballasted lights were Panasonic's 15-watt Light Capsule 
($14.99), Lights of America’s 12-watt Lifelight U-Tube ($9.99), FEIT’s 9-watt 
Electronic U-Tube ($12.99), and the Dana swing arm magnifier lamp with a 
circular 22-watt tube ($49.99). 

However, among the seven electronically ballasted lights selected, two led 
to solid failures with the cable box. Both were eight-inch circular tubes from 
Lights of America, a 30-watt model ($14.99) that also induced intermittent 
failures with the Technics receiver, and a newer 22-watt unit ($12.99) with re- 
duced total harmonic distortion (THD). The lower THD eliminated the 
receiver interference. An 18-watt Philips Earth Light ($16.99) led the VCR 
controls to fail fully and the stereo receiver controls to fail intermittently. A 
20-watt Osram Dulux El light ($16.99) led to intermittent VCR failures. 

Three electronically ballasted lights performed perfectly with all compo- 
nents: GE's 20-watt Soft White with reduced THD ($9.99), GE’s 26-watt 
Energy Choice ($9.99), and Panasonic’s 27-watt Twin Light Capsule ($19.99). 

If you decide on an electronically ballasted lamp, look for one of the new- 
er ones with reduced THD. It should produce fewer phantom frequencies. My 
favorites among those we examined are the 22-watter from Lights of America, 
which looks like the 
Deep Space Nine 
space station, and 
GE's Soft White light. 
And remember, the 
same light may react 
differently with differ- 
ent A/V components. 

—TH 


Clean Sweep: 
Panasonic's 15-watt 
Light Capsule passed 
our test with flying col- 
ors, as did three other 
magnetically balanced 
bulbs we tried. 
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Remote controls also 
use switched infrared 
signals. Typically, they 
produce signals in the 
50- to 100-kilohertz 
range to transmit binary information to 
receivers on cable boxes, TV sets, VCRs 
and the like. Better infrared receivers 


at Rensselaer Poly- } 
technic Institute in Troy, | 
New York. They flicker | 
once for each positive | 
and each negative swing # 
of the sine wave. So lights operating be- 
tween 25 and 50 kHz produce a 50- to 
100-kHz flicker in the form of a switched 


infrared signal. 





use sophisticated automatic gain con- 





Double Gremlin: 
Lights of America’s 30- 
watt tube glitched our 
cable TV box and ster- 
| eo receiver. 


{| trols and clock- 
| ing circuits to 
help isolate the 
| remote signal 
| from spurious in- 
| frared radiation. 
Some re- 
ceivers not only 
look at the cen- 
ter frequency of 
the remote signal 
but also at its 
pulse width, and reject any noise spikes 
with shorter durations. Newer compo- 
nents are better shielded, and limit the 
infrared receiver's view so it only sees 


of the equipment. It all helps, but the to- 
tal answer has yet to be found. 

Fluorescent light manufacturers also 
have to clean up their act. Because most 
electronically ballasted lights generate a 
pulse instead of a nice clean sine wave, 
they produce harmonics that walk all 
over the frequencies remotes use. 

The electronics and the lighting in- 
dustries are working together to solve 
the problem by developing compatible 
standards for both infrared remote con- 
trols and electronically ballasted fluores- 
cents. The standards, being developed 


tries Association and the National Elec- 
trical Manufacturers Association, will 
assign specific frequencies to each, and 
set limits on the total harmonic distor- 
tion produced. “But it’s going to take 
time, maybe a year or so before the in- 
dustry has the final answer,” Lowry told 
me. Both Matsushita and Sylvania are 


working through the EIA and NEMA to 


resolve these problems. 


MORE LIGHT THAN HEAT 


With frequency gremlins on the 
loose, why should you even consider 
buying one of these energy-saving fluo- 
rescent lights? To save money, that’s 
| why. They cost 60 to 75 percent less to 
run than equivalent incandescent bulbs, 
and last 10 times longer. The savings oc- 
cur because fluorescents produce most 
of their energy in the visible instead of 
the infrared portion of the electromag- 
netic spectrum, with most of the energy 
manifested as light instead of heat. Typ- 
ically, they use 75 percent less electricity 
| than incandescent lights. With prices 





light coming from a narrow cone in front | 


by committees of the Electronics Indus- | 
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dropping below $10 a tube, you can save 
enough using energy-efficient fluores- 
cents to subsidize a new remote. 

A typical 100-watt incandescent 
bulb costs about 90 cents and lasts 750 
| hours, while a 22-watt fluorescent tube 
delivers an equivalent amount of light 
and lasts 10,000 hours. If you can pick 
| up a compact fluorescent for less than 
| $12 —the cost of 13 replacement incan- 
| descents—you’ve already saved money 
in the long run (and the hassle of buy- 
ing, storing and changing 13 incandes- 
cent bulbs). 

If you use a light for three hours a 
day, on average, at a typical electric 
| company rate of 8.5 cents per kilowatt- 
hour, you will save $7.26 per year on 
each incandescent light you replace 
with a fluorescent. At a New York City 
utility rate of 20 cents/kilowatt-hour, 
you'll save $17.08. At this rate, each flu- 
orescent light will save you $154 over it’s 
nine-year life. I wish my stocks did as 
well. 


TWO WAYS TO GO 


If you’re considering buying an ener- 
gy-saving fluorescent, you have two 
types to choose from: 

e Electronically ballasted lights. These 
weigh little and start instantly. Unfor- 
tunately, most interfere with some, but 
| not all infrared remotes, and there is no 

way for you to predict which combina- 
| tion will cause problems. Equipment 
| makers use a variety of infrared receiver 
chips, which can interact with dozens of 
fluorescent lights operating at slightly 
different frequencies. Before you plunk 


your money down, either for bulbs or | 


A/V components, check the store’s re- 
turn policy. If it will take back your pur- 
chase, you have nothing to lose and a lot 
to save. 


e Magnetically ballasted lights. These 


are bulkier and can weigh more than ten | 


ounces, which may make a table lamp 
top heavy. They embody a repackaged 
version of the same technology in use for 
years. 

Some flicker for a few moments 
when you turn them on, while others 
tend to hum. In general, they won’t in- 
terfere with your infrared remote, and 
they’ll save you just as much on your 
electric bill. 

Most videophiles may never experi- 
ence this peculiar, fluorescent gremlin. 
But more than 30 million compact fluo- 
rescent bulbs are sold each year, and if 
you're among the viewers who are expe- 
tiencing interference, the most difficult 
part of the problem is identifying its 
cause. Once achieved, the solution 
could hardly be simpler— change your 
bulb. Then sit back, relax and enjoy the 
show. r 
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Mollcae e LED isp ay 
Just push the “check” buttor 
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BY LARRY WHITE 





If you were to build a home theater the 
way most manufacturers describe and 
display them, you’d need a perfectly 
shaped room with a large blank wall, 
power and cable connections in just the 
tight places, no pre-existing A/V equip- 
ment (at least that you'd like to keep), 
and funds running into the tens of thou- 
sands. I’ve always dreamed of having a 
system like those featured in Video Mag- 
azine and other publications, but most of 
us aren’t wealthy enough to buy a com- 
plete home theater system as a single 
package. 

Rather than fantasize about winning 
the lottery and buying my dream system, 
I've pursued a more practical alterna- 
tive — I've been slowly and methodically 





Where’s the Wires? 
This home theater built 
around a 46-inch rear- 
projection set has a 
custom-installed look 
with fully concealed 
(but easy to access) 
wiring. It has storage 
for over 500 VHS 

| tapes, plus CDs, 

| cassettes and laser- 
discs. Each drawer 
(below) holds three 
rows of 29 tapes. 








How one video buff used 
computer-aided design, 
careful planning and 
common sense to create his 
dream home threater. 
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building and improving my system. And 
when I was satisfied with the compo- 
nents, I designed custom cabinetry to 
accommodate them. The result is a sys- 
tem that looks and performs like a cus- 
tom-installed dream home theater, at a 
fraction of the cost. It even silenced my 
wife’s constant cry to not see any more 
wires! In this article, I’ll tell you how I 
designed the system, explain how I got it 
built and confess a few minor mistakes I 
made along the way. 

Since I bought my first NEC 27-inch 
TV about six years ago, I worked toward 
my final goa! with each new component 
I bought. When I purchased a new com- 
ponent, I considered expandability as 
well as function. For example, I bought 


































an S-VHS VCR (an NEC which came 
with a free surround-sound amp) well 
before I was ready to buy a TV with 
S-video inputs. Buying the components 
one at a time didn’t put too much strain 
on my budget. I was building towards a 
fully integrated system, but I got imme- 
diate use out of each purchase. 

Once I got my laserdisc player, a 27- 
inch monitor didn’t seem very big, so I 


Before & After: 
At left, the origi- 
nal layout, with 
the TV too close 
and no space 
for good sur- 
round speaker 
placement. Be- 
low, the sol- 
ution: Move the 
TV to the far 
wall and put 
cabinets behind 
the couch. 











Cut It Out! 
Cut-outs in the door al- 
low use of remotes and 
changing of tapes, 
discs or surround 
modes without hassle. 





took the big step and purchased a 46- 
inch rear-projection set —Sony’s 
KPR-46EX35, one of the winners of Video 
Magazine's Sept. ’91 “Clash of the Ti- 
tans” big-screen shootout. The picture 
was great, but the Sony has a single 
S-video input, which meant I’d need a 
switcher if I wanted to use S-video from 
both the VCR and the laserdisc player. 
Also, replacing a 27-inch monitor with a 
46-inch one created a theater-like feel- 
ing. But at a viewing distance of only 
eight feet, several family members com- 
plained that the TV was too close. 

My surround-sound amp didn't offer 
Dolby Pro-Logic, so I decided to step up 
to a real A/V receiver, one that could 
also function as an S-video switcher. 
Many of the A/V receivers I considered 
offered top sound specs, but a careful 
check revealed surprisingly few receivers 
with ample S-video connections. I set- 
tled on the Denon AVR-3000, which 
has four S-video inputs and three S-vid- 
eo outputs. 

Since it was now time to buy a cen- 
ter speaker, I decided to replace the 
front speakers to keep a matched set 
across the front. The KEF reference se- 
ties speakers I chose sound great and 
have enough range that I can get by 
without a subwoofer. 

When building a home theater, 
there’s more to consider than just hard- 
ware, though. As my video collection 
grew to more than 500 tapes and 50 la- 
serdiscs, storage became a problem. I 
couldn’t find shelves or cabinets that 
could provide enough storage and fit in 
with the room’s size and decor. I didn’t 
want to spend a great deal of money on 
shelves or wall units, and was especially 
leery of built-in cabinets, since I was al- 
ways changing parts of the system. 

With the addition of the KEFs and 
the Denon receiver, I had an excellent 
system, so I began to investigate ways to 
physically integrate the components and 
redesign the room to take full advantage 
of the existing parts and still allow for 
future changes. 

Could I move the entire system to 
the far end of the room without increas- 
ing the viewing distance so much it 
would offset the advantages of having a 
large screen? How could I hide all the 
cables and wires? Was there power on 





Larry White is technical editor of Popular 
Photography magazine. 
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that wall? How could I get behind the 
shelves to connect the wires to the com- 
ponents? To get the answers, I turned to 
my Amiga computer and a computer- 
aided design (CAD) program called 
Draw 2000. 

I started by drawing the actual room 
as viewed from the top. I then added the 
furniture and each of my components in 
their existing positions. Using the com- 
puter, I electronically rearranged the 
room many times to 
find the best way to ] 
accommodate all 
the pieces. 

Moving the TV | 
to the far wall and | 
turning the modu- | 
lar couch seemed | 
like the best physi- | 
cal approach, but it 
would almost dou- 
ble the viewing dis- | 
tance (from eight | 
feet to 15). This | 
would severely limit | 
the effective screen | 
size, which de- 
creases with the | 
square of the dis- | 
tance. Also, this | 
scheme might pose 
a wiring problem, | 
with additional 
length required and 
a lack of hiding 
places, since the ca- 
ble TV connection 





i I 





Wrap It Up: Using lots of cable ties helped the au- 
thor keep a messy tangle of wires under control. 


the A/V components in a cart so I could 
easily roll them away from the wall for 
wiring. I allowed 21 inches (19 for the 
hardware, plus 2 for side walls and 
breathing room) for the width and 
placed the cart next to the TV. 

I also decided to use as much of the 
room’s width as possible for a stack of 
tightly spaced videotape storage draw- 
ers. By basing the drawers’ depth on the 
TV, I would be able to get three rows of 
tapes into each drawer. I figured that 
drawers about 36 inches across should 
hold about 100 tapes each, depending on 
actual dimensions and clearances. If I 
could pack six or seven drawers into a 
space as high as the TV, I should be able 
to house my whole tape collection and 
then some. And if I needed more space, 
there would always be the storage cabi- 


nets behind the couch. 
Two more con- 


siderations pre- 
sented themselves 
in this top view. The 
wall is at the bottom 
of a staircase, and a 
deep wall unit 
would have looked 
very intrusive as one 
entered the room. 
Angling a side cabi- 
net would provide 
the needed depth 
with a neater look. 
On the opposite 
end, all the wiring 
from the wall to the 
cart would be visi- 
ble, providing an 
ugly mess when 
viewed from the 
side. If I added a 
side panel, the wires 
would be hidden, 
and the unit would 
have a unified look. 

Now to the 
front view. Again, I 





comes in from the 
opposite side of the room (as do the con- 
nections to and from the gear in my 
home office). 

After some experimentation, I found 
that moving the couch out from the wall 
would not only shorten the viewing dis- 
tance, but would provide more physical 
separation for the rear surround-sound 
speakers — an idea well worth pursuing. 
By building some storage chests to go be- 
hind the couch, I could move it out 
about two feet and add enough storage 
space for hundreds of tapes or laserdiscs. 
This decided, I turned my attention to 
the far wall. 

The projection TV is the center of 
the project in many ways, so I started 
there, positioning the TV in the center 
of the wall. I decided to stack most of 








started with the TV. I added the storage 
drawers as a separate cabinet, making 
the drawers just deeper than the side of 
a videotape (about 4-1/2 inches) and 
then allowing some clearance for drawer 
hardware. I decided to make the bottom 
two drawers deeper (six inches) to hold 
CDs and any odd-sized videotapes that 
came in larger packaging. 

Designing the cart was slightly more 
complicated. Those components which 
use remote control (the VCR, the laser- 
disc player and the A/V receiver) should 
be placed high for a clear line of sight. 
Those which were used infrequently —a 
dual cassette deck, a cable box (used 
only for pay channels), and a Radio 
Shack RF switcher—could occupy less- 
convenient places near the bottom. 





I wanted to keep my turntable in the 
system, so it had to occupy the top of 
the cart with room for its flip-up dust 
cover. I specified plenty of breathing 
room for the components and an open 
back for easy wiring. I connected the an- 
gled cabinet and the side piece with a 
few shelves, then brought the completed 
plans to a local custom mica furniture 
maker, Picini Mica Furniture in Suffern, 
New York (914-357-3563). 

I explained all my design criteria and 
let Picini Mica tell me what it could 
make to fit my needs. It’s best to let the 
furniture maker make the final plans 
based on its actual manufacturing capa- 
bilities, but make sure that you go over 
every minute detail before you give the 
okay to start building. 

In the Picini showroom, I saw some 
cabinets with cutouts for A/V compo- 
nents and asked if I could have this con- 
cept adapted as a front door to my cart. 
Each cutout would be expensive — about 
$60 —so I decided to add them only for 
the VCR, the laserdisc player and the 
A/V receiver. The other hardware 
would be hidden behind a second, lower 
door. If I changed components in the fu- 
ture, I would at most need a new door, a 
small sacrifice for such a sleek, built-in 
look. I also decided to add a false bot- 
tom to one of the storage chests, so that 
it would be easy to retrieve record al- 
bums or laserdiscs. The full custom unit 
would cost less than $4,000 plus another 
$1,000 for the chests, and would be sur- 
faced with a marble-patterned laminate. 

Picini Mica told me it would take 
about three months to build the unit, so 
I began on the wiring. Since the wiring 
would be somewhat permanent, I de- 
cided to use Monster speaker cables, 
heavy-duty audio and video intercon- 
nects and high-grade S-video cables. | 
purchased the cables and hooked up the 
equipment in the existing location to 
test everything. Although the wiring 
cost a few hundred dollars, this is not a 
place to skimp on the system. 

A few weeks before the unit’s deliv- 
ery date I began to move everything to 
the new location. I snaked RF cables 
along a heating duct, and stapled cables 
and wires flat against the wall and mold- 
ings. RF splitters and a video distribu- 
tion amp were attached to the wall 
behind the spot the TV would go. (I 
needed these because my Panasonic PV- 
S4366 VCR has only one video out—1 
wanted one for the A/V receiver, and 
one for the TV, so that I wouldn’t have 
to turn on the entire system to watch 
every tape, or to use the VCR's onscreen 
programming). 

I made sure that the cables had ex- 
tra length where they came off the wall 
to connect with the equipment. I la- 
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beled each one so that I would know 
where to reconnect it later. Before the 
wall unit arrived, everything had to be 
disconnected and moved from the wall. 

Despite my best efforts, some minor 
improvements still had to be made. 
Picini Mica felt that the cart would be 
stronger if it had a back. Although my 
plans called for an open back, I found a 
solid back with a small cutout for wiring. 
It was impossible to connect everything 
and still close the front door, so I had 
the manufacturer enlarge the cutout. I 
was not happy with the ventilation in 
the cart, so I had Picini Mica drill two- 
inch holes in each of the shelves to im- 
prove air circulation. 

Extra-length drawer guides had to 
be added to the tape storage drawers, so 
that they would pull out completely and 
allow the tapes in the back row to lift 
straight out. Later, when I placed the 
tapes in the drawers, I noted two things 
to improve later on. First, I need to 
make the drawer dividers lower than the 
tapes for easier tape removal and, sec- 
ond, reinforce the drawer bottoms — 96 
tapes is a lot of weight. 

Once we ironed out the kinks in the 
cabinetry, I placed the equipment in the 
cart, pushed the TV from the wall and 
went behind for the final wiring. When 
everything was finished, I again tested 
each connection. I used dozens of cable 
ties to keep the groups of cables tight 
and orderly. After pushing the TV and 
cart into place, I stepped back and for 
the first time saw a completely inte- 
grated home theater of my very own. » 
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TEGOTIPS 


Dream shot 


For a dream-like shooting effect, take a 
large piece of silver mylar and hang it on 
the wall. Place your subject three to 10 
feet away from the mylar. Shoot at an 
angle to prevent the camcorder's reflec- 
tion showing. Take the edge of the mylar 

and gently shake it. 
Chaplain Patrick L. Donaldson, Ed.D. 
Daytona Beach, Florida 


Middle of the opera 


Since none of my opera laserdiscs is Dol- 


my decoder’s ambience settings. But it 
was always difficult to find a satisfying 
balance between the front and rear 
speakers on one of these non-Dolby set- 
tings until I discovered the following 
trick: I advance the disc to a segment 





that has sustained applause. While lis- 
tening to the applause, | adjust the bal- 
ance of the front and rear speakers until 
it sounds like I'm sitting in the middle of 
the audience. The results have been ex- 


cellent. Wally E. Peets 
Crescent City, California 


WJ-AVES expansion 


Panasonic’s WJ-AVE5 mixer only takes 
two video inputs, but you can still per- 
form three- and four-camera shoots with 
it by using an inexpensive audio/video 
switcher, like Azden’s AVS-10. Connect 
the camera you use most often into in- 
put 1 of the WJ-AVE5. Connect the oth- 
er cameras into the AVS-10, then 
connect the AVS-10’s output into input 
2 of the WJ-AVE5. This way, while the 
camera connected to input 1 of the WJ- 
AVES is live, you can use the AVS-10 to 
switch between the other cameras, then 
switch back to the AVS-10’s output with 
the WJ-AVE5. Don’t use the AVS-10 to 
switch a live camera, or you'll get a pic- 
ture roll. This technique also works with 
other digital video mixers, like Pan- 
asonic’s WJ-MX30 and Sony’s XV- 
D1000. —Brent Butterworth 
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PHONE CALL 


CAMCORDER EYE PIECE MAGNIFIER 
STEREO NARRATION HEADSET 


Call for our free catalog 


Audio - Video - Canxorder - Telephone . Computer - Compact Disc - Cellular 


== HAVEN 
INDUSTRIES 


46-23 Crane Street, LIC, NY 11101 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back. 


* Mention this ad with your next purchase of $150 or more and get the Magnifier 
or the Headset absolutely FREE! ($29.95 value 






STOP] WASTING 
MONEY!!! 


Anvesay — —————— 
*CABLE TV CONVERTERS* 


@% BELOW WHOLESALE ¢¥ 
SAVE MONEY WHY RENT ??? 
ASK ABOUT OUR FREE 
‘** BLUE BLOCKER: * 
SUNGLASSES OFFER 


WE CARRY ALL MAJOR BRAND 


NAME CABLE TV CONVERTERS 


* YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY ! 

* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* 1 YEAR WARRANTY! WE SHIP C.O.D. ! 

* OUR UNITS ARE GUARANTEED TO WORK !! 
PLEASE HAVE THE BRAND NAME & MODEL 
NUMBER OF YOUR CABLE COMPANIES 
CONVERTER, BEFORE CALLING. 

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY VALID PRICE QUOTE. 

UNLIKE SOME OF OUR COMPETITORS, WE ARE HAPPY TO 

SPEND THE TIME TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE PURCHASING OF OUR EQUIPMENT, 


VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
FOR CATALOG OR INFORMATION 


CALL 1-718-229-2332 
*##** SORRY NO NEW YORK SALES ***** 
** FOR ORDERS ONLY *** 
1-800-GO-CABLE 


20-04 UTOPIA PARKWAY SUITE 236 WHITESTONE, NY 11357 
BY PURCHASING CABLE EQUIPMENT FROM VISUAL COMM.THE CUSTOMER 
AGREES TO COMPLY WITH THE FEDERAL LAWS REGARDING PRIVATE 
OWNERSHIP OF CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, IF YOU ARE UNSURE OF THESE LAWS 
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CHECK WITH YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS. ANYONE IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE 
WILL BE DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT. 
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FEATURE FILMS 


Gettysburg 


1993. Tom Berenger, Sam Elliott, Jeff Dan- 
iels, Martin Sheen; dir. Ronald F. Maxwell. 
Surround, cc, letterboxed. (PG) 254 min. 
priced for rental. Turner. 

Having already surpassed David Sar- 
noffs and William S. Paley’s achieve- 
ments in television, Ted Turner has 
come up with Gettysburg, an epic of the 
War Between the States to rival the big- 
screen film work of David O. Selznick, 
Darryl F. Zanuck and D.W. Griffith. 
This four-hour-plus epic tells its story 
more movingly and coherently than 
Gone With The Wind (though with a lot 
less romance), rivaling instead The 
Longest Day for delicacy of nuance and 
unbridled excitement. 

Gettysburg is a rousing, saddening, 
fascinating dramatization of one of the 
most renowned battles in history. Its fo- 
cus on men and events is tight and 
close-up though within a framework of 

















epic proportions, all done in a manner 
that we suspect D.W. Griffith would 
have approved. The performances are 
all superb, save that of Martin Sheen, 
who seems stiff and awkward as Robert 
E. Lee. The battles are stunning — this 
movie will make one hell of a laserdisc. 

The film-to-tape transfer is radiant 
with its carefully photographed natural 
light. Fleshtones are sometimes over- 
whelmed amid the movie’s splashes of 
color, but for VHS this is still very fine 
work. The sound is crisp and the battles 
fairly boom, even over television speak- 
ers. —Bruce Eder 


























Culture Club: | 
Keanu Reeves does 
Shakespeare in Much 
Ado About Nothing. 
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Much Ado About 
Nothing 


1993. Emma Thompson, Denzel Washing- 
ton, Kenneth Branagh; dir. Branagh. Sur- 
round, cc. (PG-13) Ill min. priced for 
rental. LD $34.98. Columbia TriStar. 

Anyone deterred by the prospect of 
Shakespeare's 400-year-old language 
should consider Much Ado About Noth- 
ing a predecessor to The Big Chill. That's 
how director/star Kenneth Branagh ap- 
proached the Bard’s merry tale of ro- 
mantic confusion in the groves of 
Tuscany, creating the same breezy en- 
semble feel he brought to Peter's Friends. 
Here, the lighthearted vibes, combined 
with an impressive cast, result in superi- 
or froth that deserves exposure beyond 
the usual art-film audience. 

The plot smacks of sitcom cuteness: 
Dashing young Claudio (Robert Sean 
Leonard) has won the heart of sweet 
Hero (Kate Beckinsale). To fill the 
hours before their wedding, Don Pedro 
(Denzel Washington) cooks up a 
scheme to make sharp-tongued antago- 



























nists Benedick (Branagh) and Beatrice 
(Emma Thompson) fall for each other. 
Meanwhile, moody Don John (Keanu 
Reeves) hatches his own, more sinister, 
plot, intended to drive Claudio and 
Hero apart. Will love triumph? You bet! 

The adaptation isn’t wholly success- 
ful, since the story’s twists, especially the 
union of Benedick and Beatrice, seem 
totally unconvincing on film. Still, all 
the actors, including Michael Keaton as 
a slovenly constable, appear to be hav- 
ing terrific fun, which makes Much Ado 
About Nothing a perfectly reasonable 
way to kill time. —Jon Young 


What’s Love Got 
to Do With It 


1993. Angela Bassett, Laurence Fishburne; 
dir. Brian Gibson. Surround, cc. (R) 128 
min. priced for rental. Touchstone. 

Forget Lorena Bobbitt. In this musi- 
cal biopic of her tumultuous marriage 
to a Svengali named Ike, Tina Turner 
gets the best revenge — two uncontested 
hours stating her case against the Hus- 
band From Hell. 

Beginning with the opening se- 
quence —a sharecropper’s daughter is 
tossed out of choir practice for having 
too much shimmy in her soul—subtlety 
is not a major concern. After young 
Anna Mae 
Bullock heads 
to the big city 
and becomes 
the vocal focal 
point of Ike’s 
Kings) of 
Riivieh mm, 
events are awk- 
wardly tele- 
scoped to make 
room for two 
recurring mo- 
tifs: lovingly re- 
constructed, 
dynamic on- 
stage perfor- 





mances, and Hit & Run: Fishburne and Bassett as Ike and Tina Turner. 








In the equally daunting task of rec- 
teating Tina's sassy stage act, Bassett 
nails her moves in an exciting display of 
big screen karaoke. Still, when her last 
scene gives way to a concert segment 
starring the lady herself, the film finds 
real closure. —Marianne Meyer 


King of the Hill 

1993. Jesse Bradford, Jeroen Krabbe; wr./ 
dir. Steven Soderbergh. Surround, cc. 
(PG-13) 103 min. priced for rental. LD let- 
terboxed $34.98. MCA/Universal. 

The emerging common thread in the 
work of Steven Soderbergh (sex, lies, and 
videotape) is the protagonist who reaches 
deep inside to change his or her life. Few 
could reach further than Aaron 
Kurlander, the 12-year-old hero of King 
of the Hill. 

Aaron's world is St. Louis, 1933, with 
the Depression in full swing. His family 
is stuck in a seedy hotel and behind on 
the rent. He scrambles to make a few 
bucks, and tells tall stories to the rich 
kids in school to cover the truth. But 
one by one, everyone in his life — family, 
neighbors, friends — disappears until he 
is alone in his room, determined to re- 
make his world through sheer will. 

Soderbergh’s presentation is richly 
detailed, and shot in burnished tones. 
For all that, 
the picture is 
neither senti- 
mental nor 
nostalgic. The 
incidents and 
characters sug- 
gest a cross be- 
tween Dickens 
and Mark 
Twain, with a 
modern ironic 
sensibility; a 
running joke is 
the lovingly 
photographed 
* food that the 

starving Aaron 





brutal scenes of offstage abuse. 

Though formula fuels the script, the 
performances are rewarding and risky. In 
a thankless role, Fishburne’s extraordin- 
ary achievement is in making Ike a be- 
lievable monster —talented, ambitious, 
self-destructive, trapped in his own 
R&B version of A Star is Born. Consider- 
ing he’s costumed like Link from Mod 
Squad, it’s an act of sheer willpower. 





never gets to eat. 
The most remarkable thing on view, 
however, is Jesse Bradford, who brings 
Aaron’s soul and spirit whole to the 
screen from first to last. At the end we 
can see in his face both the depth of his 
triumph and its emotional cost. King of 
the Hill stands comparison with the best 

movies about childhood ever made. 
—Sol Louis Siegel 





EDITOR'S CHOICE | 
tee 


kenneth korman 


Special edition laserdiscs can present 
all kinds of production problems, but 
it’s hard to imagine a bigger challenge 
than John Waters’ 
1982 trash classic ™ 
Polyester (Cri- *y 
terion, $54.95)... 
Polyester was the 
first and only film 
presented in 
Odorama: Cus- & 
tom-made scratch » 
'n’ sniff cards were 
distributed at the- 
atrical showings, 
and when flashing 
numbers appeared on screen, audi- 
ences took the cue and actually 
smelled the movie. Almost 14 years 
later, the question was how to re-cre- 
ate this experience in the home, 
using laserdisc. 

Disc producer Mark Rance 
searched far and wide for the pre- 
cious Odorama cards (each of which 
carries 10 distinct, numbered aro- 
mas), but none remained from the 
film’s theatrical run. Word came of a 
former distributor of the film in Ger- 
many who had put thousands of the 
cards in storage, but he had recently 
thrown them away —after 10 years 
the coatings had started to deterio- 
rate, causing a malodorous public 
nuisance. The cost of re-creating the 
cards seemed prohibitive for a limited 
laserdisc release, but Rance worked 
out a special deal with manufacturer 
3M. To cut costs, Criterion threw a 
party at which dozens of friends and 
employees spent seven hours putting 
50,000 aromatic stickers onto 5,000 
rectangular cards. That, in a word, is 
dedication. (As a secret bonus, the 
“Director Approved” sticker on the 
disc’s shrink-wrapped front cover also 
works as a scratch ’n’ sniff. Try it next 
time you're at the video store.) 

The resulting package is well 
worth all this trouble. As he explains 
on Polyester's hilarious analog-track 
commentary, Waters drew much in- 
spiration for his wicked parody of 
suburban America from the critics, 
who have often said that Waters’ ear- 
ly shockfests, like Pink Flamingos, 
stink. With the Polyester laserdisc, 
Waters proves his critics didn’t know 
the half of it—and that there’s nothing 
quite like the sweet smell of success. = 
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Demolition Man 


1992. Sylvester Stallone, Wesley Snipes, 
Sandra Bullock; dir. Marco Bambrillo. Sur- 
round, cc. (R) 115 min. priced for rental. 
LD letterboxed $34.98. Warner. 

They've finally found a way to make 
Sylvester Stallone funny on purpose: 
Stick his standard action persona into a 
fantasy world that he can make look ri- 
diculous before it does the same to him. 
He’s John Spartan, a 1996 cop thawed 
from cryogenic freezing in 2032 San An- 
geles (don’t ask), the fiefdom of a pain- 
fully benevolent Big Brother, where 
poltical correctness and clean living are 
the order of the day. Stallone gives some 





Kick in the Pants: Wesley Snipes is hammy time- 
traveling bad guy Simon Phoenix in Demolition Man. 





amusing reactions before going out to 
reduce the scenery to a richly deserved 
shambles. 

He gets lot of help from Wesley 
Snipes, who plays Simon Phoenix (all 
| the character names are jokes), the 
| psycho crime lord Spartan has been 
| brought back to take down. Phoenix is 
over-the-top evil throughout, and 
| Snipes consistently demonstrates how 
much fun it can be to watch a really 
good actor ham it up. 

The script is reasonably clever, the 
supporting cast good and the effects 
convincing. Oddly, the picture some- 
times falls short in the g 
action sequences, which 
tend to be choppy and 
over-edited. Stallone J 
and Snipes make up for 
that shortcoming in ] 
what is, in the end, a vi- ff 
olent, expensive and en- 
tertaining B-movie. 

—Sol Louis Siegel |@ 
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Ladies’ Night: 

The Joy Luck Club 
chronicles four genera- 
tions of women in an 
immigrant Chinese 
family. 


Manhattan Murder 
Mystery 


1993. Woody Allen, Diane Keaton, Alan 
Alda, Angelica Huston; dir. Allen. Sur- 
round, cc. (PG) 107 min. priced for rental. 
LD $34.98. Columbia TriStar. 

No one can beat Woody Allen for 
throwaway one-liners: “I can’t listen to 
that much Wagner. You know, I start to 
get the urge to conquer Poland.” And 
Manhattan Murder Mystery, his long- 
overdue reunion with co-star Diane 
Keaton and co-screenwriter Marshall 
Brickman is full of delightful one-liners. 
(She: “We could be living next door to a 
murderer.” He: “Well, New York is a 
melting pot.”) Above and beyond the 
gags, there’s the wonderful re-teaming of 
one of the screen’s great kooky, romantic 
pairs, Allen and Keaton, who haven't 
been this funny alone or together since 
their heyday in Annie Hall. 

The story itself isn’t much—a mix- 
master version of Rear Window with 
Keaton in the James Stewart role as the 
woman who suspects her neighbor of 
murder—but Allen uses the tale as an 
excuse for a delightful exploration of 
characters coming to terms with stodgy 
middle age. (‘‘He thinks of himself as 
Humphrey Bogart in Casablanca. I see 
him more as Peter Lorre.”) Jealousy, in- 
security, sex and other favorite Allen 
themes are lightly touched on, but the 
point of the movie is refreshingly simple: 


| Fun will keep you young. And if nothing 


else, Manhattan 
Murder Mystery is 
fun. 

—Tom Soter 


Call of Duty: 
Woody Allen reunites 
with Diane Keaton to 
solve a Manhattan 

| Murder Mystery. 











The Joy Luck Club 


1993. Tsai Chin, Kieu Chinh, Lisa Lu; dir. 
Wayne Wang. Surround, cc. (R) 136 min. 
priced for rental. Hollywood Pictures. 

The “joy luck club” is a nickname 
assumed by four women, all immigrants 
from mainland China, who meet once a 
week to play Mah Jongg and lend each 
other a little support. 

This group is used as a jumping-off 
point by writer Amy Tan (adapting her 
own novel with the help of star script- 
writer Ron Bass) to explore four genera- 
tions of Chinese women: the women of 
the group; the mothers who represent 
the repressive lives they left behind in 
China; their adult daughters, raised as 
Americans but with two cultures; and 
the next generation, the culmination of 
hopes carried from half a world away. 

The Joy Luck Club would be a major 
accomplishment for director Wayne 
Wang (Chan is Missing) simply for the 
deceptive ease with which he inter- 
weaves more than a dozen different sto- 
ries, all in enough detail to make us feel 
we've come to know these characters. 
But in every way this is a big, perfectly 
realized film, superbly acted by a cast of 
top Asian performers. Mixing humor, 
history, pathos and melodrama in a 
handsome production (partly filmed in 
China), The Joy Luck Club is a rich, 


emotionally satisfying movie. —MF 


Mr. Wonderful 


1993. Matt Dillon, Annabella Scjorra, 
Mary-Louise Parker; dir. Anthony Min- 
ghella. Surround, cc. (PG-13) 99 min. 
priced for rental. LD $34.98. Warner. 
“There are three sides to every sto- 
ty,” observes a sideline character in Mr. 
Wonderful, “his, hers and the truth.” All 
three get equal time in this enchanting 
romantic comedy that stands up firmly 














for tradition. 

Gus (Matt Dillon) feels that divorce 
has put his life on hold: While his ex- 
wife Lee (Annabella Sciorra) uses his al- 
imony payments for college tuition, the 
financial strain has stranded him in a job 
he doesn’t much like and casts a shadow 
over his new romance with nurse Rita 
(Mary-Louise Parker). 

His solution — find Lee a new hus- 
band —seems perfect at first. But as Gus 
tries to figure out what his former high 
school sweetheart wants out of life, he 
starts taking a look at his own choices as 
well. 

Mr. Wonderful ends up just where 
you expect it to go, but it takes a de- 
lightfully circuitous route to get there. 
Along the way is a gallery of ingratiating 
characters, played to perfection by Wil- 
liam Hurt, Vincent D'Onofrio, Dan He- 
daya and Jessica Harper. Shooting 
exclusively on Manhattan locations, di- 
rector Anthony Minghella (Truly Madly 
Deeply) makes even the underground 
power systems where Con Ed electrician 
Gus works look enticing. It may be a 
month late, but you couldn’t ask for a 
better valentine of a movie. —MF 


The Good Son 


1993. Macaulay Culkin, Elijah Wood; dir. 
Joseph Ruben. Stereo, cc. (R) 88 min. 
priced for rental. FoxVideo. 

Shirley Temple aside, child stars 
generally fade after a few movies, usually 
as soon as they try to do something dif- 
ferent from whatever made them fa- 
mous to begin with. With this by-the- 
numbers thriller, 13-year-old Mac- 
aulay Culkin hits the downward 
slope. As a sociopathic bad 
seed trying to draw his 
cousin (Elijah 
Wood) into his 


world of evil, 








Culkin uses the same mannerisms and 
intonations (if not the energy) he dis- 
played in the two Home Alone movies. 
They couldn’t be more inappropriate. 
As in Sleeping with the Enemy, director 
Joseph Ruben seems mote interested in 
the seaside scenery than the actors, 
though one can hardly blame him given 
these underwritten characters. The 
screenplay is by acclaimed novelist Ian 
McEwan, whom we can only assume is 
following Faulkner and Fitzgerald in the 
time-honored tradition of ripping off 
Hollywood. —MF 


Red Rock West 


1993. Nicolas Cage, Dennis Hopper; dir. 
John Dahl. Surround, cc. (R) 98 min. 
priced for rental. Columbia TriStar. 
Revealing any of the gleefully convo- 
luted plot of Red Rock West would de- 
prive viewers of the substantial pleasure 
of discovering it for themselves. We can 
tell you that the title refers to a nowhere 
town in Wyoming where unemployed- 
but-honest Michael (Nicolas Cage), 
stranded after a bum job lead, gets mis- 
taken for a hired killer and drawn into a 
feud between spouses J.T. Walsh and 
Lara Flynn Boyle. Add a comparatively 
restrained but still meaty turn by cham- 
pion scene-stealer Dennis Hopper as 
snazzy dresser Lyle from Dallas, and the 
stage is set for the most entertaining se- 
ties of double crosses since Blood Simple. 
Wittily written and stylishly directed by 
John Dahl (Kill Me Again), Red Rock 
West is the kind of thriller where you 
have no idea what’s 
going to happen 
next —but can't 

















Devil May 
Care: 
Macaulay Cu- 
Ikin gets to be 
really bad in 
he Good Son. 
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STUDIO CLASSIC 


ANNAYKINGeSIAM 


FIRST TIME ON VIDEO! 


In this “magnificent spectacle” 
(Hollywood Reporter) that inspired 
the musical hit The King and I, 
IRENE DUNNE stars as Anna, a 
strong-willed English widow who 
shows the stubborn King of Siam 
(REX HARRISON) how to live in 

a modern world. 


1946 ACADEMY AWARD® WINNER! 
¢ Best Art Direction 
¢ Best Cinematography 


membership to the 
FoxVideo Movie Club 


LOOK FOR ONE OR MORE NEW STUDIO CLASSICS 
ON THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 

















PVT ERDISCS 





Francois Truffaut: 
25 Years, 25 Films 


1993. Pr. Michael Kurfeld. Digital mono. 
(NR) 90 min. CAV side 1 $39.98. Crite- 
rion. 


While less than the comprehensive 
analysis its title implies, Criterion’s Fran- 
cois Truffaut: 25 Years, 25 Films laserdisc 
adds several gems to the crown earned 
recently with the stunning restoration of 
nine Truffaut titles. 





Split between CAV and CLV for- 
mats, the latter portion (side 2) features 
the real treasures, especially a brilliant 
transfer of Truffaut’s lyrical 1957 direc- 
torial debut, the 17-minutes Les Mistons. 
Rawer but more revealing of Truffaut's 
promise is Jean-Pierre Leaud’s audition 
for The 400 Blows, a brief interview in 
which Leaud answers questions posed by 
the off-camera director —a prototype for 
the “psychiatrist” sequence which cli- 
maxed the subsequent feature. The bal- 
ance of the CLV side features a limited 
compilation of theatrical trailers, an ap- 
preciation by Steven Spielberg and actor 
Bob Balaban of Truffaut’s dramatic con- 
tribution to Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, and excerpts from 10 Ans, 10 Films 
and Apostrophes: Les Grands Metteurs en 
Scene, a pair of French television docu- 
mentaries about the director. In general, 
audio may be accessed in either French 
or English. 

The CAV portion features an un- 
characteristically bland (and, covering a 
mere 13 titles, far from comprehensive) 
film analysis by Truffaut historian An- 
nette Insdorf. As the images utilized are 
quite common and the narrative si- 








lenced when an image is stilled, the seg- 
ment seems a waste of precious CAV 
space. The balance of the program, how- 
ever, features a wealth of archive mate- 
tial accessible as single frames, including 
a number of rare photographs from the 
collection of lifelong Truffaut confidant 
Robert Lachenay. 

Francois Truffaut: 25 Years, 25 Films 
may lack the scope of its title. But even 
the sum of half its parts will delight any 
Truffaut admirer. —John Walker 


Kagemusha 
(The Shadow Warrior) 


1980. Tatsuya Nakadai; dir. Akira 
Kurosawa. Digital mono, letterboxed. (PG) 
160 min. CLV 3 sides $69.98. FoxVideo. 


Ran 


1985. Tatsuya Nakadai; dir. Akira 
Kurosawa. Digital mono, letterboxed. (R) 
160 min. CLV 3 sides $69.98. FoxVideo. 

While they won’t make anyone for- 
get such masterworks as Seven Samurai 
and Rashomon, Kagemusha (The Shadow 
Warrior) and Ran, later efforts from Ja- 
pan’s great director Akira Kurosawa, 
make a fascinating double-feature, al- 
though a combined running time of five 
hours plus will tax all but the hardiest 
viewers. Both are sweeping spectacles 
set in the 16th century, when warlords 
battled for control of the land, both star 
Tatsuya Nakadai and both portray a 
lone individual overwhelmed by events 
he cannot control. 


Kagemusha (1980) tells the story of a 











common thief recruited to impersonate 
the leader of a powerful clan after the 
tuler’s death. Totally unsuited for such 
responsibility, this reluctant “double” 
nevertheless grows into the part, under- 
going a transformation from petty crimi- 
nal to revered chief. Eventually he is 
exposed and betrayed by jealous forces 
inside his own camp, with far-reaching 
repercussions. 

Ran (1985) uses Shakespeare’s King 
Lear as the starting point for a melodra- 
ma of betrayal and revenge. When the 
prosperous Lord Hidetora retires, he 
passes his kingdom to his three sons, 
only to see disaster ensue almost imme- 
diately: The offspring turn on each other | | 
in bloody conflict, and Hidetora, who 
must confront the effects of his own cru- 
elty years before, eventually goes mad. 

With their breathtaking pageantry 
and colorful battle scenes, both films 
work extremely well in letterbox format 
on disc. But most striking is the way 
both editions capture the details of Tat- 
suya Nakadai’s expressive face —as the 
anguished humanity at the center of cat- 
aclysmic events, he’s a poignant, haunt- 
ing presence. 


Menace II Society 


1993. Tyrin Turner, Larenz Tate; dir. Allen 
and Albert Hughes. Digital surround, let- 
terboxed. (R) 104 min. plus supplement. 
CLV/CAV 4 sides $99.95. Criterion. 

If a debut movie ever deserved the 
full Criterion treatment, it’s Menace II 
Society. Twin brothers Allen and Albert 
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Defensive Driver: 
Suburban Everyman 
Dennis Weaver is pur- 
sued by the Truck 
Driver From Hell in 
Steven Spielberg's 


Duel, | rer é, 


Hughes’ relentless look at gangster life 
and death on the mean streets of Los 
Angeles has a chilling resonance that 
transcends limitations of genre, budget 
or inexperience. Like a Greek tragedy, 
the story of Caine (Tyrin Turner), a 
troubled young black man torn between 
the nihilistic violence of his gun-crazy 
' buddy O-Dog (Larenz Tate) and the op- 
portunity to escape with his girlfriend 
Ronnie (Jada Pinkett), moves with 
dreadful inevitability toward the horrific 
conclusion. Throughout the film, friends 
and family warn Caine to change his 
ways before it’s too late, to no avail. 

Typically, Criterion has included a 
generous helping of extras, from sto- 
tyboards and deleted scenes to a student 
film and the brothers’ music videos. Un- 
fortunately, the key element of the pack- 
age —the analog-track director 
commentary —should have been han- 
dled differently. Co-directors Allen and 
Albert Hughes receive separate chan- 
nels, when they could have easily been 
combined onto one. They're still in their 
early twenties, and just don’t have much 
to say yet. 

Still, revelations await the curious. 
Allen recalls clashes with the ratings 
board over depicting exit wounds, and 
readily owns up to what he considers the 
film's shortcomings, including the awk- 
ward love scene between Caine and 
Ronnie. Albert, the technically oriented 
half of the team, explains more than 
most people need to know about camera 
angles and tracking shots, citing Scor- 
sese as an inspiration so often he ends up 
joking about it. 

Admirers of the Hughes Brothers’ 
unsparing vision will understand why 
Criterion undertook the project, even if 
the end result was flawed. Those who 
haven’t caught Menance II Society yet 
should do so, whether through this spar- 
kling disc transfer or on tape. —JY 


The French Connection/ 
French Connection II 


1971/1975. Gene Hackman, Fernando Rey; 
dir. William Friedkin (Connection), John 
Frankenheimer (Connection II). Digital 
mono. (R) 213 min. CLV 4 sides $69.98. 
FoxVideo. 

They say that good police work is all 
about asking the right questions...or is it 
having the right catch-phrase? Someone 
should check the blotter for 1971 to see 





who fared better: Dirty Harry with “Do 
you feel lucky today, punk?” or Popeye 
Doyle with the more rhetorical “Did you 
pick your feet in Poughkeepsie?” 

In the eyes of the critics, it was no 
contest: The French Connection won five 
Academy Awards, including Best Pic- 
ture, Best Director (William Friedkin), 
and Best Screenplay. Gene Hackman 
took Best Actor for his portrayal of Pop- 


-eye Doyle, a cop who made Dirty Harry 


look like Prince Charles. (Doyle and 
partner Cloudy Russo — played by Roy 
Scheider — were based on the real-life 
N.Y.P.D. detectives “Popeye” Egan and 
Sonny Grosso.) What truly distin- 
guished The French Connection was its 
unflinching portrayal of Doyle as vi- 
cious and racist in the worst “old cop” 
tradition — then putting him against the 
elegant (and almost likeable) heroin 
kingpin Alain Charnier (Fernando Rey). 

The rules for both cops and films 
had changed by the time French Connec- 
tion II appeared in 1975. Directed by 
John Frankenheimer, the sequel finds 
Doyle in Marseilles, still pursuing Char- 
nier several years later. After a brief allu- 
sion to the real-life disappearance of the 
heroin seized in the original bust, the 
story veers into pure fiction as Doyle is 
kidnapped by Charnier’s goons and 
turned into his own worst nightmare: a 
junkie. The dynamics of French Connec- 
tion II show promise as Popeye’s French 
counterpart Barthelemy (Bernard 
Fresson) is appalled by his demeanor, 
shouting “What do you know about 
Marseilles? You think it’s Harlem, just 
kicking Blacks around the street?!” But 
by the end Doyle has virtually won them 
over with his “Dirty Popeye” tactics. No 
Oscars here. 


Duel 


1971/1973. Dennis Weaver; dir. Steven 
Spielberg. Digital mono, cc. (PG) 90 min. 
CLV 2 sides $34.98. MCA/Universal. 
Before the imposing dinosaurs of Ju- 
rassic Park or the cute alien in E.T., 
there was Duel, director Steven Spiel- 
berg’s first feature-length film. Shot in 16 
days in Calitornia’s Soledad Canyon, the 
$450,000 TV-movie shows Spielberg at 
his stripped-down best: 90 minutes of 
well-cratted suspense as an everyman 
hero confronts a deadly killer. The nov- 
elty is that the villain is an unseen truck 
driver, who for reasons unknown is try- 
ing to kill suburban commuter David 





veering uncomfortably between grim se- 





i 


Mann (Dennis Weaver) on an isolated 
desert highway. 

An existential B-movie, with the 
car-culture man coming up against a 
nightmare foe —the unstoppable 
truck — the tale shows Spielberg’s influ- 
ences: Hitchcock by way of The Twilight 
Zone (Zone scripter Richard Matheson 
even penned the screenplay for Duel). 
But the director handles the camera like 
an old pro, milking the thin plotline bril- 
liantly with skewed angles, warped 
lenses, quick cutting and just enough 
characterization to make the whole 
thing believable. The movie was Spiel- 
berg’s ticket to the big screen, too: rave 
reviews, a 1973 European theatrical re- 
lease (adding 15 minutes of footage, in- 
cluded here), and a couple of awards led 
to the director's first feature, The Sugar- 
land Express. Duel may be pulp stuff, but 
it works remarkably well. —TS 


The Commancheros 


1961. John Wayne, Stuart Whitman, Ina 
Balin; dir. Michael Curtiz. Digital stereo, 
letterboxed. (NR) 107 min. $59.95. Fox- 
Video. 

The Commancheros is not well re- 
membered, and with good reason — 
compared with many other John Wayne 
movies, it seems flabby and awkward, 


tiousness and jokey cheerfulness. More- 
over, it dates from a time when its star 
was beginning to slip into self-parody — 
not yet at the level seen later in McLin- 
tock!, but getting there. Elmer Berns- 
tein’s relentlessly upbeat score, in 
particular, fits neither the star nor the 
story, which involves a Texas Ranger 
hunting a gang of gunrunners. But con- 
sidering that director Michael Curtiz 
was working so slowly on this film that 
Wayne had to take over his duties, 
we're probably getting off easy. 

The letterboxed transfer is splendid, 
crisp, clean and bright, with perfect 
fleshtones. The disc also features sec- 
ondary-audio interviews with co-stars 
Stuart Whitman, Michael Ansara, Pat- 
tick Wayne and Nehemiah Persoff, but 
their recollections are neither well edit- 
ed nor scene specific. . 

Only John Wayne completists will 
tegard The Commancheros as a must- 





own disc. Fox would do much better to 
work on such neglected titles as The 
Bravados, Night People and Between 
Heaven and Hell. —Bruce Eder 
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Laurel Avenue 


i | 1993. Mary Alice, Mel Winkler; dir. Carl 
| Franklin. Surround, cc. (NR) 160 min. 
ii priced for rental. HBO. 
i || On paper, the concept of a filmmak- 
| er as talented as Carl Franklin following 
! | the gritty triumph of One False Move 
with a made-for-cable mini-soap seems 
the stuff of lather itself. On screen, the 
reality of Laurel Avenue is evidence that 
Franklin has not simply triumphed 
| again, but with writers Paul Aaron and 
| Michael Henry Brown, possibly set a 
| new standard for television drama. 

Laurel Avenue covers a single week- 
end in the lives of the Arnett family. At 
first glance, the characters seem overly 
familiar. But despite some musty perso- 
nae —like humorless matriarch Maggie 
| (Mary Alice) —the majority are agree- 
| ably deep. The extended family covers 
three generations and samples every 
success and failure available to the 
Black middle class — and the bottom line 
is that Maggie and husband Jake (Mel 
Winkler) haven’t got a clue when it 
comes to the complexities their children 
have to deal with. As Laurel Avenue 
progresses, the classic family bond turns 
out to be a real tangle. 

By virtue of its St. Paul setting, Lau- 
rel Avenue avoids the visual cliches of 
the N.Y./L.A. “inner city” axis, and, ex- 
cepting one minor subplot, race is vir- 
tually ignored as a source of conflict. But 














Ties That Bind: 
Director Carl Franklin's 
Laurel Avenue explores 
the tangled lives of a 
large, extended family. 





the success of Laurel Avenue is not about 
avoiding issues or tweaking expecta- 
tions. What makes Laurel Avenue 
unique is Carl Franklin’s ability to syner- 
gize conflict rather than contrive it. 
—John Walker 


An Englishman Abroad 


1983. Alan Bates, Coral Browne; dir. John 
Schlesinger. Mono. (NR) 61 min. $19.98. 
FoxVideo. 


A Question of Attribution 


1991. James Fox, David Calder; dir. John 
Schlesinger. Mono. (NR) 71 min. $19.98. 
FoxVideo. 

These short BBC features about real- 
life Britons who spied for the Soviet 
Union, both written by Alan Bennett 
and directed by John Schlesinger, are 
smashing television. An Englishman 
Abroad is particularly good. It chronicles 
the 1958 meeting in Moscow between 
actress Coral Browne (playing herself) 
and Guy Burgess, living there in exile. 
Burgess prevails upon her to help him 
obtain a new wardrobe from his old Lon- 
don tailors; out of humanity and pity, 
she does so. Alan Bates reveals a com- 
plex character beneath his messy, eccen- 
tric English exterior. Browne is quite 
good at the comedy of English manners 
and Cold War paranoia that Bennett 
and Schlesinger have turned her narra- 
tive into. This meditation on nationality 
and identity, done in telling short 
strokes, is simply a must see. 

Sir Anthony Blunt, master of the 
Queen’s pictures, was in the same es- 
pionage ting as Burgess but wasn’t ex- 
posed until years 
later. A Question of 
Attribution concen- 
trates on a cat-and- 
mouse game be- 
tween Blunt (James 
Fox) and the intel- 
ligence functionary 
(David Calder) as- 
signed to make him 
either come clean 
or face the conse- 
quences. While not 
as richly entertain- 
ing as Englishman, 
this film’s word- 
play, on life, art, re- 
ality, fraud and re- 
sponsibility make it 
a feast for the intel- 
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lect. The episode of Blunt's encounter 
with the Queen (Prunella Scales) is deft 
and hilarious. 

You're not going to find many better 
examples than these of what good actors 
and directors can do with material 
scripted by someone who can actually 
write. —Sol Louis Siegel 





Really Wild Animals 


1994. “Swinging Safari,” “Wonders Down 
Under,” “Deep Sea Dive.” Stereo, cc. (NR) 
45 min. each. $14.95 each. National Geo- 
graphic. 

It's such a great idea, the only real 
surprise is that they didn’t do it sooner. 
National Geographic has dipped into its 
huge library of amazing animal footage 
and put together an expertly appealing 
trio of tapes aimed at goosing the curi- 
osity of the littlest explorers. (They 
claim to be skewing to ages four to eight, 
but easily could have added a year or 
two on either end.) 

True to the Nat Geo name, syn- 
onymous with classy “edutainment,” the 
series offers stunning photography, alone 
worth the price of admission. But just to 
ensure snagging the tykes, it’s combined 
here with zippy graphics and fast-paced 
edits; an animated host, voiced by a 
boisterous Dudley Moore; and musical 
segments set to catchy tunes that could 
nestle comfortably on Top 40 radio. The 
writing, full of easily-absorbed factoids 
from the “Oh-wow!” school, also en- 
gages kids of all ages with clever comic 
twists, like a traffic 
report on elephant 
migration. 

As you've proba- 
bly gleaned from the 
titles, this initial set 
focuses on the crea- 
tures of Africa, Aus- 
tralia and the 
world’s oceans. Each 
offers particular 
pleasures, but the 
cut-above songs of 
“Swinging Safari’’ 
would make it this 
reviewer's choice for 
your initial intro- 
duction. But I bet 
you can’t just watch 
one! 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Ashes and Diamonds 

1958. B&W. Zbigniew Cybulski, Ewa 
Krzyzanowska; dir. Andrzej Wajda. In the 
last film in Wajda’s war trilogy, a partisan 
finds he must go on killing after war has 
ended when communists come to power. 
Mono, subtitled. (NR) 104 min. VHS only, 
$24.95. Public Media. 


Il Bell’Antonio 

1960. B&W. Marcello Mastroianni, Claudia 
Cardinale; dir. Mauro Bolognini. Rarely 
seen story —co-written by Pier Paolo Pas- 
olini and Gino Visentini— about the 
survival of sex, love, marriage and machi- 








smo all in the face of impotence. Mono, 
subtitled. (NR) 115 min. VHS only, $59.95. 
Kino. 


Blood in...Blood Out 

1993. Jesse Borrego, Benjamin Bratt, Enri- 
que Castillo; dir. Taylor Hackford. Chicano 
cousins take three different roads — military 
and drug enforcement, the gangs of San 
Quentin, art and drug addiction —but their 
lives continue to intertwine, bound by 
blood. Surround. (R) 180 min. VHS priced 
for rental. LD $34.95. Hollywood Pictures. 


Dr. Bethune 
1993. Donald Sutherland, Helen Mirren; 


dir. Phillip Boros. Epic biopic of Canadian 





Looking for a few good men? You'll find plenty this 
month, and they’re all pretty cheap. The G in MGM has 
always stood for Gable, and this month there are 37 Clark 
Gable classics to chose from including Comrade-X, San 
Francisco, Mutiny on the Bounty, The Misfits, Run Silent, 
Run Deep, Never Let Me Go, Test Pilot and Honky Tonk, 
each at $19.98. The G also stands for Gigi, Ginger and 
Fred, Gaslight, The Good Earth, The Goodbye Girl, Good- 
bye, Mr Chips and Grand Hotel, at $19.98 each, The Great 
Ziegfeld at $29.98 and The Great Train Robbery, a steal at 
$14.95, but Gable ain’t in any of them. If it’s funny guys 

-- -- you're after, look no further than Co- 
lumbia TriStar’s Mr. Saturday Night 
(Billy Crystal), Arthur (Dudley 
Moore), Being Their (Peter Sellers), 
Tom Jones (Albert Finney) and 
Groundhog Day (Bill Murray). 

Warner has always been a place to 
find tough guys and they don’t act 
much tougher than squinting Clint. 
You'll find him in five Dirty Harry 
movies. He’s here as The Outlaw Josey 
Wales and the Pale Rider. He’s the one 
they call The Man From Malpaso (in a 
new documentary bio). He’s Clint. You 
can have him in any of these films for 
$19.98, but if you’re looking for some- 
one a little different, try The Bodyguard ($19.98) and Robin 
Hood: Prince of Thieves ($24.96). He’s the one they call 
Runs in Tights...or Mr. Costner. —JK 
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Marcello Mastroianni 
and Giulietta Masina 
in Ginger and Fred 











missionary who is swept up in the civil war 
in China during Mao Tse-tung’s long march 
to escape destruction of the revolutionary 
army. (NR) 115 min. VHS only, $92.98. Fox 
Lorber. 


Fortress 

1993. Christopher Lambert, Loryn Locklin; 
dir. Stuart Gordon. “The Year is 2017. The 
First Child Is Yours. The Second Is 
Theirs.” Only this couple lose their first- 
born, break for the border with the 
expected second, and end up in cyber pris- 
on hell where there is much action and 
special effects. Stereo. (R) 95 min. VHS 
$92.98. LD $34.95. LIVE. 


A Generation 

1955. B&W. Tadeusz Lomnicki, Urszula 
Modrzynska, Roman Polanski; dir. Andrzej 
Wajda. First of Wadja’s war trilogy con- 
cerns the hardening experience a young 
man goes through while fighting with the 
resistance in occupied Poland. Mono, sub- 
titled. (NR) 85 min. VHS only, $24.95. 
Public Media. 


il Grido (The Outcry) 

1957. B&W. Steve Cochran, Alida Valli, 
Dorian Gray, Betsy Blair; dir. Michelangelo 
Antonioni. Early, proletarian version of ar- 
chetypal Antonioni theme: the trauma 
resulting from the sudden loss of intimacy, 
which inevitably leads to loss of purpose 
and identity. Mono, subtitled. (NR) 115 
min. VHS only, $59.95. Kino. 


Kanal 

1957. B&W. Teresa Izewska, Tadeusz Jan- 
czar, Emil Kariewicz; dir Andrzej Wajda. 
Second of Wajda’s war trilogy depicting the 
last days of the Warsaw uprising, when Pol- 
ish resistance fighters fled to the sewers, 
only to be trapped there. Mono, subtitled. 
(NR) 96 min. VHS only, $24.95. Public Media. 


Lawrence of Arabia 

1962. Peter O'Toole, Omar Sharif, Alec 

Guinness, Jack Hawkins, Arthur Kennedy; 

dir. David Lean. Yet another laserdisc edi- 
continued on page 70 











Written by Josef Krebs 
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Just as its definition has evolved, | technology is 
on a rapidly changing upward spiral. In fact, so rapidly are things mov- 
ing in this market that many audio manufacturers now claim that 
home theater is now a bigger part of their business than their tradition- 
al Hi-Fi base. Do you buy an A/V RE IR: without some sort 
“of SOLBY surround processing? Do you buy a television without 
the necessary inputs or without even considering the option of the 
wider 16X9 screens? Moreover, those sets are 
looking more attractive than ever, now that you're ready to attach them 
to a system that can match their with an equally big 
sound. The equipment options are numerous too, with 

manufacturers, in particular, gearing up to create full arrays with the 
traditional left and right stereo pair complemented by surrounds, 
| speakers 
and a SUBWOOFER to rumble 
the bass. What's hot in home theater 
this month? This Home Theater 
Update offers you a quick overview of @ 
how much is changing and how 
much you can now choose from when 
readying to INST the home 


theater system or your dreams. 
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f you've been searching high and low 


for a 27-inch monitor/receiver that’s 


loaded with state-of-the-art features which 


will complement your home theater sys- 


tem, your quest is finally over thanks to 


the Proton NT-297. 


Boasting a bevy of 
impeccable credentials, such 
as 600 lines of resolution, 
181-channel cable compati- 
bility, anti-glare glass filter, 
sleep/timer clock and comb 
filter, the NT-297 is an 
engineering accomplish- 
ment of the highest order. 

Ensconced in a sleek 
black cabinet, the NTI-297 is 
a viewers dream come true. 


Picture-in-picture enables 


viewers to watch both of 
their favorite programs at 
the same time. Accented 
with a flat square screen, this 
unit is simply irresistible. 
Hook-up via a compo- 
nent or camcorder is a snap 
with the easily accessible sin- 
gle front-panel audio/ video 
input and S-Video input. 
When it comes to audio, 
the NT-297 delivers the 


goods and then some. Side- 


See pea NE. Nat 


mounted biamplified speak- 
ers ensure precise audio 
reproduction. Furthermore, 
the monitor/receiver has a 
selectable movie/music/ 
mono/bypass switch that 
allows for sound to be 
specifically tailored to the 
dynamics of the video 
source. And for more bot- 


tom-end, just flip on the 


A MONSTER IN YOUR HOME 


Monster Cable 
Products, Inc., the leading 
manufacturer of high per- 


formance cables, has a host 


of new products to opti- 





mize your home theater. 
The world’s first audio 
cables made especially for 
Lucasfilm Home THX 
Audio Systems are now 
available in the Monster 
THxX-certified line. As 
you may know, THX cer- 
tification requires meet- 
ing or exceeding extreme- 
ly high quality standards. 


Also new from Monster 


are the SuperFlat and 
SuperFlat Mini speaker 
cables for home theatre. 
SuperFlat is designed to be 
low profile and ultra flexi- 
ble for discrete Out-of- 
Wall™ cable installations. 
And Monster’s Video 
Mini MV3F is a minia- 
ture precision video cable 
that tucks neatly between 


carpet and along base- 





heavybass subwoofer and X- 
bass enhancement switch 
and hear audio pump from 
the heavybass subwoofer. 
For those seeking even 
more of an extra wallop, 
there is an optional bass 
boost feature. 

For more information, 
call (310) 404-2222 or use 
Reader Service #130. 


THEATER 


boards for “invisible” 
cable runs. It features a 
specially stranded flexible 
copper wire for ease of 
installation and a 90- 
degree F-pin connector 
for reduced strain and low 
profile RF connections. 
For more information, 
contact Monster Cable at 
(415) 871-6000 or use 
Reader Service #131. 
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JVC'S NEWLY 
DEFINED HI-FI VCR 


f you've already gone through the 


task of assembling the best compo- 
nents for your home theater system, 
you shouldn't compromise one bit 
when it comes to purchasing a VCR. As 
a part of any home theater system, 
JVC’s HR-VP612, a Hi-Fi VHS stereo 
VCR with built-in MTS, will no doubt 
take you well into the ‘90s courtesy of 
its long list of pleasing amenities. 


When it comes to con- recording and begins 
veniences, the HR-VP612 playback, all at the touch 
is second to none. of one button) and the 
Leading the list of niceties High Spec Drive offers a 
is Instant ReView (which 33 percent faster rewind 
automatically powers up and fast-forward time. 


the unit, rewinds the tape Other strengths which 


to the start of the last make for superb viewing 





JVC's HR-VP612 Hi-Fi VHS Stereo VCR 


are Index Search, Skip 
Search, VCR Plus+ with 


optional cable box con- | 


troller, multi-brand 
remote, digital tracking, 
gold-plated front AV 
inputs, Digital AV track- 
ing, and Extended 
Memory Backup. 

The  HR-VP612’s 
plusses don’t end there. 
Via its AV compulink, it 
unites video, television 
and Hi-Fi into an inte- 
grated system where the 
components actually 
communicate. Random 
Assemble Editing allows 
easy home editing 
between two VCR’s, and 
thanks to Zero Frame 
Editing, scene transitions 
are perfect and glitch-free. 

For more details on 
JVC’s HR-VP612 use 
Reader Service #132. 
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W'"" Carver searched to create 
a match made in “home theater 


heaven,” they didn’t have to look much 


' 
/ 


Pa J 
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further than their own product line. In 
true Carver style, the company paired 
together two of their most prominent 
models, the AV-405 power amplifier 
and the CT-27v A/V tuner/amplifier. 
As perfect complements to each other, 
these two products work together to 
create a home theater sound that is 
steeped in high quality fidelity and 


designer excellence. 


The AV-405 is a five- 
channel amplifier for 
home theater that lives up 
to Carver’s reputation for 
reliable, rugged audio 
components. Essentially a 
hard-driving 
machine, the AV-405 was 


energy 


designed with multiple 
energy reserves built into 
its circuitry in order to 
ensure maximum driving 
power. Even if all the 
channels — left, center, 
right, front and rear — 


are driven hard at maxi- 


CARVER | 5 channei Power Ampiitier AV-8 


mum power, the AV-405 
will uphold the workload 
without interruption, a 
feat that cannot be com- 
pleted by just any power 
amplification component. 
Moreover, with a com- 
bined output of 410 watts 
(100 left, 110 center, 100 
right front and 50 x 2 sur- 
round), the power of the 
AV-405’s performance 
remains undisputed. 
Dolby Pro Logic and 
five other surround 
modes are added to 
Carver’s home theater 
equation courtesy of the 
CT-27v tuner/preampli- 
fier. A time delay is also 
featured, enabling con- 
tinuous adjustment from 
0 to 90 milliseconds (or 
15 to 30 milliseconds in 
Dolby Pro Logic mode). 
Of considerable note is 
the CT-27v’s “Vocal 
Zoom” circuit, a new 
Carver-designed device 


which enhances dialog in 


the center channel. 
Picking up on the con- 
sumer’s increasing inter- 
est in vocal effects in 
their home theater sys- 
tems, Carver added the 
Vocal Zoom in order to 
allow users to vary the 
amount of emphasis 
across the vocal frequen- 
cy range in the center 
channel. 

Carver is strong in its 
belief that separate compo- 
nents, born of high quali- 
ty, can create superb audio 
for video in the realm of 
Hi-Fi sound. With the 
union of the AV-405 
power amplifier and the 
CT-27v tuner/preamplifi- 
er, they have lived up to 
their stringent home the- 
ater standards, set up, of 
course, by the most ardent 
home theater enthusiast. 

For more information, 
use Reader Service #133 
or call Carver at (206) 
775-1202. 





Carvers AV-405 Power Amplifier 
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y combining the power of its own 
Ea technologies, Faroudja 
Laboratories has perfected the ideal 
companion piece for high-quality video 
the LD100. By 


Faroudja’s long experience in the fields 


displays, using 
of decoding, scan conversion, and 
bandwidth expansion, this new con- 
sumer video line doubler gives to the 
viewer an entirely new audio-visual 
experience, closer to 35mm film than 


to conventional video. 


The LD100 accepts 
inputs from all conven- 
tional 525-line format 
sources (NTSC, S-VHS, 
Hi8) as well as RGB, and 


produces a “cinema-like” 


Universal Line Doubler 


effect using the standard 
NTSC signal, delivering 
the maximum impact 
from the higher resolution 
home video formats. It is 


this unique experience 
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that has won Faroudja an 
Emmy for its spectacular 
technology. 

Faroudja’s advanced 
technology is able to con- 
vert all video sources into 
line-doubled, artifacts-free, 
high-resolution signals. 
These signals can then be 
connected to a large screen 
direct-view TV display or 
projector. The LD100 also 
features manual front 
panel or remote control of 
brightness, contrast, color, 
tint and detail levels. 

The LD100 is an excep- 
tional product that gives to 
today’s viewers a glimpse of 
the future and brings the 


viewing experience to a 
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new and unusual level. 

Use Reader Service 
#134 or call Faroudja at 
(408) 735-1492 for more 


information. 


__FAROUDJA sysrem Lo100-u 


PULL KNOBS FOR MANUA, NTROL 


OPERATE ) FREEZE 
BYPASS ON/OFF 


Faroudjas LD100 Line Doubler 
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The 8B NRB THX Amplifier from Bryston 


BRYSTON’S SOUND 
GENERATION AMP 


foe theater has raised the expec- 


tations of all audio/video enthusi- 


asts. Not only do they now expect the 


pleasure a truly fine sound system can 


provide, they also expect the excite- 


ment of the theater. 


That’s why Bryston 
has made such a break- 
through commitment to 
this marketplace by pro- 
viding the highest fidelity 
THX®-approved equip- 
ment, as well as a full 20- 
year warranty on its 
products, including its 


first multi-channel ampli- 


fier — the 8B NRB 
THX®. 

This unique show of 
manufacturing confidence 
reflects the quality that 
Bryston has built into 
every unit they have ever 
sold. This new multi- 
channel amplifier is actu- 


ally four separate 120W 


amplifiers on a compact 
rack mount chassis, pro- 
viding state-of-the-art per- 
the 


unquestioned quality, 


formance with 


value and reliability for 
which 
renowned. 


The 8B NRB THX® 


meets all of Lucasfilm’s 


Bryston is 


stringent Home THX® 
certification parameters. 
Its four power suppliers 
prevent any signal inter- 
action among the indi- 
vidual channels, provid- 
ing a unique sonic 
sound stage that locks 
all images in position 
with an almost holo- 
The 


amplifier can be instant- 


graphic effect. 


ly connected to provide 


(400W 
output) three channel 
(two 120W, one 400W 
outputs) or four chan- 
nels (120W output), 


providing maximum 


two channel 


flexibility in any music 
and video configuration. 
What’s more, the 8B 
NRB THX® is useful in 
any bi-wired, passive or 
active crossover- 
equipped loudspeaker 
system, even allowing 
you to drive the woofer 
and midrange drivers, 
for example, separately. 

All connectors are 
gold-plated, and the unit 
accommodates all inputs 
including — balanced 
XLRs, 1/4-inch phone, 
and unbalanced RCA 
connectors. 

Bryston’s 8B NRB 
THX® amplifier sets a 
new standard for excel- 
lence in the exciting new 
home theater market- 
place, meeting or 
exceeding all perfor- 
mance criteria as well as 
serving the long-term 
needs of today’s audio/ 
video consumer. 

For more information, 
contact Bryston at (415) 
751-1764 or use Reader 
Service #135. 

®°THX is a registered 
trademark of LucasArts 


Entertainment Company. 
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f you're searching for a compact, 


high-quality but inexpensive speaker 


setup for your home theater system, 


you need look no further than RDL. 


Available in a variety of configura- 


tions, RDL speaker models all use the 


unique pulsating dome tweeter that 


enhances the feeling of spaciousness 


characteristic of home theater sound. 


The basic unit of RDL’s 
home theater systems is the 
AV-1, in a small, (11 5/8 in. 
high by 7 1/4 in. wide by 4 
1/4 in. deep, overall) black- 
lacquered cabinet. The AV- 
1 can be inconspicuously 
placed on a table or shelf, 
on a TV receiver, or even 
hung on a wall using the 
hardware supplied. It con- 
tains a low-resonance long- 
travel 4 1/2-inch woofer/ 
midrange driver and Roy 
Allison’s pulsating-dome 
tweeter, both magnetically 
shielded to prevent video 
screen interference. 

Ideally, speakers for a 
home theater system 
should be all of the same 
model, and the AV-1 is 
well-suited for this pur- 
pose. It is a low-distor- 


tion, wide-range speaker 


suitable for use as center- 
channel, surround, and 
main speakers. As main 
speakers, their low-fre- 
quency performance can 
be extended with the W-1 
stereo woofer system, a 1- 
foot cube that can be 
placed anywhere because 


it carries no directional 
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information — only the 
extra impact of theater 
bass and sound effects. 

All told, five AV-1 satel- 
lites, preferably used with a 
W-1 woofer, constitute a 
fine, tonally-matched and 
inexpensive speaker com- 
plement for a home theater 
system. The price for the 
set is $680. If you already 
have a stereo pair of speak- 
ers you wish to use as main 
speakers, or if youd prefer 
to use a larger pair of RDL 
speakers as mains, you only 
need three AV-1s to com- 
plete the set. The price of a 
set of three is $295. These 
systems are sold only facto- 
ry-direct; the prices con- 
tain no retail markup. 


For more information on 


these RDL products, as well 
as the full product line, call 
them at (800) 227-0390 or 
use Reader Service #136. 
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RDLs AV-1 and W-1 
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dcom’s GTP-550 and GTP-600 high- 


performance 


surround sound 


tuner/preamplifiers bring exciting audio 


and video excellence to the home theater. 


Both models feature Adcom’s proprietary 


Cinema processing that closely approxi- 


mates the sound of a large theater. 


Cinema mode adds sev- 
eral signal processing tech- 
niques to Dolby Pro Logic 
decoding including front 
channel equalization and 
diminishing multiple delays 
through the surround 


speakers. Furthermore, an 


additional 5-channel stereo 


















Energy’ RVS-2 Loudspeaker 


mode provides exceptional 
image stability for music 
enjoyment even when the 
listener is far off-axis from 
the ideal listening position. 

Both models provide 
switching for up to four 
audio and four video 


sources. Extensive cross- 
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discerning ears. 


For the ultimate in audio 
satisfaction, the sonically 
identical RVS-1 and RVS-2 
are high-performance, 


bookshelf-size models that 


| are available separately or as 
| a package. These new RVS 


» models provide balanced 


performance for the left, 


center, and right channels 


SUMP APE LSE MME SNE T 





dubbing capabilities allow 
easy recording of all 
sources. Also, the GTP- 
550 and GTP-600 are 
equipped with user-friend- 
ly controls that make it a 
snap to use. Three logically 
organized control groups 
are clearly positioned for 
total ease of operation. 
The GTP-600 offers 
high-definition S-video 
connectors to supplement 
standard composite video 
inputs and outputs. It also 
“smart” 


has a on-screen 


display allowing for status 


ENE 
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nergy loudspeakers are the perfect 
choice for video connoisseurs with 


in perfect sync with the 
video presentation. 

The new RVSS combi- 
nation dipole/bipole sur- 
round speaker blends nat- 
urally with the RVS-1 and 
RVS-2 for superb effects. 

Since deep bass is a vital 
part of every home theater 


system, Energy offers two 


Adcom’ GTP-600 Tuner/Preamplifier 
checks on input selection, 


mode and delay choices, 
and other system opera- 
tions. The supplied learn- 
ing remote operates both 
the GTP-600 and up to 
eight other components 
for total system flexibility. 
The GTP-600, which has 
gold plated jacks, retails 
for $1000 and the GTP- 
550 with nickle-plated 
RCA jacks sells for $800. 
For more information, 
call Adcom at (908) 390- 
1130 or Reader 
Service #137. 


use 


powerful and dependable 
active subwoofers. The 90- 
watt AS-90 and 180-watt 
AS-180 both feature 12- 
inch woofers and an audio/ 
video mode selector. The 
Video mode adds impact to 
deliver thunderous bass to 
add realism to movies, and 
the Audio position ensures 
smooth response for superb 
reproduction of your 
favorite music. 

Visit 


Energy dealer to audition 


your nearest 


these speakers or use 
Reader Service #138 to 


get more information. 
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WW-SPIA Sports . NEW 
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| VT-F3724 HD HF VCR+ 
| VT-F5514HD LOADED 
| FTS-S 772 SUPER LOADED 
F ULTRAVISION .. CALL 


No Bait and Switch 


1-800-NO-BULL-94 


(1-800-662-8559) Also Good From Canada 


WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS (.0.D, NO EXTRA CHARGE** 
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UC-20 MINI 
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E700 W/LITE. . 

E 250 12-1 £350... 
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CALL 


P401U 40" LCD... 
P701U70" LCD... . CALL 


Authorized OU ats 


Be Safe, Not Sorry! 
CALL US WITH YOUR 
BEST MINOLTA 
CAMCORDER PRICE... 
WE'LL BEAT IT! 
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HOME THEATRE 


AUTHORIZED 
DEALER 1994 
AUTHORIZED 
@) PIONEER 
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AUTHORIZED 


JVC 


DEALER 1994 
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ALL MAJOR BRANDS 
ALL A/V RECEIVERS 
ALL LASER PLAYERS 
ALL CASSETTE DECKS 
ALL SPEAKERS 

ALL MINI SYSTEMS 
ALLT.V.'s 


MINI DISC 
® SONY @ SHARP © AIWA 


SPEAKER LINEUP 


HIGH END SPEAKERS chit 
ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY 


MINI SYSTEMS 


AVAILABLE FROM 
JVC, YAMAHA, 
AIWA, PANASONIC, 
ONKYO, KENWOOD 
AND MORE... 


SONY 
TOSHIBA 


@ HITACHI 


ALL OTHERS CALL 


DIRECT VIEW 8" TO 35” 
PROJECTION 40" TO 70” 
LCD PROV, 2" TO 150" 
TVVCR COMBO 


TOSHIBA 


CF13C20 CF30C50 
CF19C20 CF32C40 
CF20027 CF32C50 
CF20C30 CF32C80/81 
CF20040 CF35C40 
CF27C068 CX35C60 
CF27030 CX35C80/81 
CF27040 TP48C50/51 
CF27C050 TP48C70/71 
CF30C40 TP55C80/81 
| JVC 
13 TO 20" ALL MODELS 

AV27BM4 AV31BX4 
AV27BP4 AV35BP4 
AV27BX4 AV35BH4 
AV31BM4 AV35BX3 
AV31BP4 

NV55BX4 PROJ. 


13 TO 20" ALL MODELS 
F27671SE F31700GG 
F27631SF F31631SE 
F27230EM F35730ST 
F27730EM F35750ST 
F27700MG F35700SB 

ALL CONSOLES 
P52755ST 
ALL OTHERS CALL 


| PANAMAX SURGE 


1O1LT..CALL WHXXPRO..CALL 
151LT..CALL WLXPRO..CALL 
151HT..CALL E02990..CALL 
351HT..CALL ECS440..CALL 
SS1LT..CALL VE-100 Edit. EQ 


24 Hour Fax Order Line 
1-908-651-0331 
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1-800-662-8559 
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WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD 


BY ANY AUTHORIZED DEALER! 
All merchandise shipped factory fresh. Returns O.K. within 7 days 
exactly as received, Shipping and handling non-refundable. Call for 
return authorization number. Subject to re-stocking fee. Merchandise 

subject to price and availability changes. Service only after sale. 


PROTECTORS 
A Must for HOME THEATRE 





All prices include a cash discount and reflect rebates where applicable. 


Allorders accepted at management's discretion. Pictures are tor 
illustration only. “At time of order only. **Does not apply to Freight 
or Foreign Deliveries. Prices instore may vary 
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tion of all-time great includes documentary 
Wind, Sand and Star —The Making of a 


Classic. Surround. (PG) 238 min. LD letter- 
boxed $49.95. Columbia TriStar. 


Needful Things 

1993. Max von Sydow, Ed Harris, Bonnie 
Bedelia, Amanda Plummer; dir. Fraser C. 
Heston. More American Gothic adapted 
from the Stephen King best-seller. Should 
at least get year’s best trailer award. Stereo. 
(R) 113 min. VHS priced for rental. LD 
$39.95. New Line. 


On the Waterfront 

1954. Marlon Brando, Karl Malden, Lee J. 
Cobb, Rod Steiger, Eva Marie Saint; dir. 
Elia Kazan. Three great supporting perfor- 
mances, a great and quotable script, Kazan 
at his best, great icy-sharp black and white 
photography, wonderfully intense score by 
Leonard Bernstein and maybe Brando's fin- 
est performance. The film got 8 Oscars but 
Bernstein, Cobb, Steiger and Malden each 
shoulda got one too. Mono. (NR) 108 min. 
LD $34.95. Columbia TriStar. 


So | Married an Axe Murderer 

1993. Mike Myers, Nancy Travis; dir. 
Thomas Schlamme. New Beat poet falls for 
butcher babe, but is she really Mrs. X the 
axe murderer? Surround. (PG-13) 93 min. 
VHS priced for rental. LD $34.95. MCA/ 


Universal. a 
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lar, the Mirage center speaker pro- 
duces very clear dialog. If voice 
intelligibility is the be-all and end-all 
for you, THX is the way to go, but real- 
ize that you give up imaging to get that. 

@ Timbre-matching. Where the THX 
front speakers really excel is in their 
timbre-matching. Because the three 
speakers are identical, they sound the 
same (although positioning the center 
speaker atop a TV makes it sound 
slightly different). And the front speak- 
ers match well with the surrounds, too. 
The M&K systems are the best exam- 
ple of this. No matter if the THX front 
speakers or the S-90s are used, the 
soundfield is completely natural, and 
sounds move around without notice- 
able changes in timbre. This is a big 
plus for movies. 

With the non-THX systems, the 
sound — especially voices — changes no- 
ticeably as it moves among the front 
speakers, even though the front speak- 
ers we used were pretty well-matched. 


And sounds generally don’t move 
smoothly from the front to the sur- 
rounds —they just suddenly appear in 
the rear, making the effect less natural. 

The exception to this rule is the 
Mirage system with the Energy sur- 
rounds. The nearly omnidirectional 
dispersion of the main speakers, cou- 
pled with the 90-degree dispersion of 
the surround speakers, seems to make 
sounds panned from front to back 
blend better between the dissimilar 
speakers. Really, the B&W 803/805 
and Energy systems aren’t bad blends 
with their surround speakers, but they 
definitely sound a bit disjointed in di- 
rect comparison with THX systems. 

e Surround soundfield. Some high- 
end speaker manufacturers have crit- 
icized Lucasfilm’s dipolar surround 
speaker approach, but we think it’s a 
winner. However, you can get a similar 
result by positioning two conventional 
speakers back-to-back in the rear of the 
room, or by positioning them at the 
sides and aiming them at the upper rear 
corners of the room. Or you can use 
non-THxX bipolar or dipolar speakers, 
like the Energy models. Any of these 
approaches creates a diffuse surround 
soundfield and keeps the surround 
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speakers from blaring into your ears. 

These approaches definitely sound 
different, but we think the blend be- 
tween the main and surround speakers 
is more important than how the sur- 
round speakers sound. With THX, this 
is a given; with other manufacturers, 
it’s only a possibility. 

e Subwoofers. The THX subwoofers 
from M&K and B&W trashed the 
competition here. In our room, the 
B&W has a punchier, tighter sound; 
the M&K sounds a bit softer and 
warmer. We enjoyed using both— 
which is better depends on your home 
theater room, program material and 
personal taste. The JBL and Energy 
subs sound pretty good, but with con- 
siderably less punch and power than ei- 
ther of the expensive THX subs. (We 
prefer Energy's smaller, $550 AS-90 sub 
to the AS-180—it offers less low bass, 
but a tight, punchy sound that makes it 
our favorite inexpensive sub.) 

e Cosmetics. The average home the- 
ater enthusiast has a tough time 
squeezing a big home theater system 
into a normal living room without mak- 
ing it look like a recording studio. In 
this respect, THX presents problems, 
the biggest of which is that the center 
speaker has to stand straight up. 

If you have a ceiling-mounted front 
projector, this is not a problem — just 
put the speakers in a row on the floor. 
Or with any front projector, you can 


continued on page 88 
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| JOLL FREE ORDERS ONL 


8mm 


10:1 Zoom 

Color Viewfinder 
Image Stabilization 
CCD-TR61.. 
CCD-TR101 
CCD-TR21... 


PALMCORDER 


MVHS-C 
MStabilizer 
10:1 Zoom 


AUTHORIZED 


new CALL, 


MPalmsize 8mm 

MTitler, Back Light 

10:1 Power Zoom, Low Lux 
uC-S2 

UuC-S3.. 

uc- 


0.7 Lux 
MSlimcam 
Remote Control 
12:1 Power Zoom 
VLL-72 Twincam CALL 
VEE~39 sssseseossses CALL 
CALL FOR SHARP BATTERIES, CASES & CAR CORDS 


MHi8 MDock System M8:1 Zoom 
I|VN-330 (Same As TR61)........Call 
|| VN-340 (Same As TR65). 
I|VN-550 (Same As TR91). 

VN-750 (Same As TR101) 


| DUAL DECK VCR’ 
| GV 3020..........499.99 
|GV 3030............CALL 
\GV 3050.............CALL 

GV 3060............CALL 
|GV 3070.............CALL 





4 C4 


Coy ad ty] 


SUNDAYS 


SLV-750HF ......359.99 
SLV-R1000 ......869.99 


CLL FOR LOWEST PRICE! 


NEW CCD-TR65. 
NEW CCD-TR500... 
CCD-TR-300 Color 
CCD-VX3 3 Chi 


PALMCORDER 


S869" avis-c 


20:1 Digital Zoom 
MHi Fi Stereo MStabilizer 
sere 29.99 PVIQ-204 ...CALL 


MHi Band 8mm 

MImage Stabilization 

MFive Mode Program AE 

A-1 Digital. «CALL 
NEW E-700 «CALL 
NEW L-2 Professional......CALL 
All Canon Accessories .......CALL 


NEW 
CALL M8mm Format 


MWViewcam Design 
Wlmage Stabilization 
3” Color LCD Display 
NEW VLE-40.. 
NEW VL-HL100U.. 
NEW VL-HL4000 
VL-N1U. 


HR-VP700..6 CALL 
HR-S4900 .539.99 


HR-$6900 .599.99 
HR-S6800.....CALL 
HR-S4700 CALL 


| VMSPIA WATER RESISTANT | 


Call 


Ow 
}| MEIS MVHS-C 20:1 Digital 


Zoom MSame As Panasonic 10 Series 


| VM-719 (Same As PVS-770)...Call 
|| VM-718 (Same As PV-760) 


Call 


LASER DISC 
RECEIVERS 
CASSETTE DECKS 
KARAOKE 


GEACH CAMERA“... © 


EXPRESS SHIPPING AVAILABLE 


Send All Mail Orders To The Following 
203 ROUTE 22 EAST 
GREENBROOK, NJ 08812 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


REE 2) 
>| 


VISA 
NO SURCHARGE ON ANY CREDIT CARDS 


NO SALES TAX WHEN 
SHIPPED OUT OF NEW JERSEY 


8:1 Power Zoom 
MRemote Control 


MSuper VHS 

12:1 Power Zoom 

MHi Fidelity Stereo Sound 
MLaminated amorphous video 
head assures exceptional pictures 


MS-VHS-C CALL 


MHi Fi Stereo 
22:1 Power Zoom 
MWireless Remote 


AUTHORIZED 


10:1 Zoom 

MAuto Exposure 
Remote Control 
NEW Pro 883, Hi-8, EIS 
VHS CC407, CC507, CC5 
INEW CC178,CC188,CC190.CALL 


SATISFACTION 


GUARANTEED 


IN 15 DAYS OR YOUR 
MONEY BACK !! 


At Beach Camera most orders are 
processed within 20 hrs, New Jersey 
Residents add 6% sales tax. 


STORE HOURS: 
Sunday 10:00am-6:00pm 
Monday 9:30am -8:00pm 
Tuesday 9:30am-7:00pm 
Wednesday 9:30am-7:00pm 
Thursday 9:30am -7:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-4:30pm 
Saturdays CLOSED 


STR-D2090 

STR-D1011.., 
STR-D911 
STR-D6 


AG-1970P. 
AG-5700.. 


W]-MX30.. 

WJ-AVE3 .. 
AVES, 7.. 

CT-1383Y 


RX1050 VIN..CALL 
RX905 VTN....CALL 
RX809 VTN....CALL 
RX-509 VIN ..CALL 


TD-W 309WR CALL 
WE STOCK THE COMPLETE 


UTitler 
MOnly 1 Lux 
MFull Size VHS 
24:1 (100 Dig) Zoom 
NEW Pro 840, Pro 808. 
NEW Pro 930 Hi-8, E. 





Same As TR-61 


SPECIAL PACKAGE 
Includes Camera, Battery, Charger, 

|| RF Unit Cables, Extra 2 Hour Battery, 
Deluxe Case, 6 Year Warranty, Tape 
R17C Same Package ......+...1049.99 


MEIS, Hi-Fi 


| Same As Sony TR-101 


MWireless Remote 10:1 Zoom 
MEW R17C (Same As Sony TR91).Low 
R16 (Same As Sony TR61). Prices 


|LEXTRA BATTERIES... 
































Screenwriter. 
Edit 1-2-9 NEW Edit 4... 
Hee, fo Mixer 





CV-300 
CL-5/ 
New nomem 











All merchandise is brand new and factory fresh Prices Are For Mail Order Only 10% 
original mint condition with original package and unfilled warranty cards. Please call 
ed prices effective through April 30, 1994. Call for shipping and handling charges. No Surcharge on Credit Cards, Thank you for shopping with us. We ship by UPS, Federal 
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deposit required for COD orders. Please allow 3-4 weeks delivery time for personal check orders. Exchange or refund less shipping and handling within 15 days of merchandise only if returned in 
908-424-1103 for return authorization before returning product. Some items listed may be parallel imports and do not include USA warranty Returns may be subject to a restocking fee. Quantities limit- 
press & US Mail 
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voit THE VIDEO EDITING & 


> eevee | a Aa 
IN YOUR ORDER AND WE'LL SEND __.- ie 
N YOU A FREE GIFT!! Temes 


= | 10-12 Charles Street, Glen Cove, NY 11542 FAX 516-671-3092 


AMBICO... 


Professional Video 
Converter 


Converts movies, slides, AND VO650 
photos to video. Needs no slide $ 9° 
SALE 4 


VANGUARD 


Full size “Hands-Free” 
Camcorder Support 
Sturdy shoulder bracket ary true 


hands free support plus $59% 


improved weight distribution. 


3X Telephoto Lens 
— New compact lens increases your 
telephoto range by 300%! Features 4 
element coated glass optics for sharpest 
AC/DC operation for home or on resolution. Dual thread for 49mm & 37 
| }mm, plus 46mm & 52mm "e 's included. 


the ees 95 
ag 99% 


In celebration of our “10TH ANNIVERSARY, our tech support staff has come up The 10TH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE BONUS includes... Hook-up Guide & 
with some terrific editing packages. We've matched the components that How-to Manual with instruction & tips from our techs! FREE! *6** VALUE! 
give you the maximum value to create great productions! In addition to © Complete set of hook-up cables. — FREE! $24.95 VALUE! 

these low prices you will receive the LOTH ANNIVERSARY PACKAGE * 3M Black Watch Video Tape [#4410] — FREE! $8.95 VALUE! 
BONUS, a $40.00 value, at no extra charge. For more information, or to find ¢ EXCLUSIVE Direct Support Phone Line connects you to our techs who will 
out what components are best for you, call today! assist you, from hook-up to operation! 






















WE KNOW OUR 
staff of courteous, 

STUFF informative, sales 

professionals 


WE ARE HERE TO 
SOLVE YOUR from hook- 
PROBLEMS °3).2.ticn 
ATTN SCHOOLS & 
GOV'T AGENCIES 


Direct your orders/bid to our 
Specialty Video Supply division 























































No memory batteries offer a full charge everytime! Carefree-No 
Worry!! Available for all major 
a ; YOUR 


brands. Call with your model #. cHoice » 49° 











PowerMax Pulse-Charge 



















Reconditions and quick charges 
two 6V batteries in one 
automatic cycle. Exclusive pulse 
charging technology provides 
fastest charge with built in 
overcharge protection! 



















NoMEM Camcorder Battery Belt Packs 
with LED Indicators 
LED65- 6.5AH Runs camcorder approx. 5 hrs. $69" 


LED1.00- 10AH Runs camcorder approx. 7 hrs. $995 
Also available: LAGS- 6.5AH 12v 569% 2 _| vst30 
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Professional 

Digital Effects 

enerator 
SFX5 

* Picture-in-picture Combine 2 video sources 

Full Color by adding full motion or still PIP « Freeze Frame 

Electronic Titler w/ SFX-4 ¢ Strobe High, medium & low speeds 


Special Title Effects Special Effects Editor & * Multiscreen Display 4 or 9 still frames on 


. . a | 
Put your titles into Sound Mixer che beh ge 1 oe in ful 
motion & create unique A complete creative editing center pee SM CA & /NEG.. 
Hollywood effects. with color wipes, partial wipes, inverse, ¢ Paint Dramatic color posterization 
Features deluxe full size reverse, crossfades etc. e Audio Mixer 
keyboard, SVHS & Hi8 *Over 100 wipe patterns 


compatibility, & 12 pa ; ; 
ey tater pel eee eCrossfades one input into next 




























* 8 colors, 2 fonts, 4 sizes and 3 borders 
© 10 pages of memory 
* Titles can wipe in/out, scroll up/down, 
crawl, and flash on/off ALE 
* Hi8 and S-VHS compatible $ SAE oo 
¢ Superimpose titles over live video 1 99 
or on black or white background. 










































include 8 colors, 4 sizes, ¢Variable wipe and fade speed 
outlining & boxing. Bypass accurately locates edit points 
igi Stereo sound mixer v6 ee 
oes $94a9°° #2 in/ 2 out ¢S-VHS/Hi8 compatible s eo 
Center 499° SALE 349 





SED3X 












JXSV55 





Edit out unwanted scenes. Brighten and correct 
colors. Add narration and/or background music. 


Variable fade speed. $4 a49°° 
VIDICRAFT” VidiMate 3009 











Ultimate S-VHS 
Production Center 
A complete home video production center 
that is compatible with all formats. The 


JXSV55 combines professional quality and z 
several features into 1 easy to use unit. backgrounds or combine wipe SVHS/Hi8 
































State of the art high resolution color patterns for sixteen different effects Color Character Generator 
= : ‘< processor and enhancer to improve picture including circle, curtain and letterbox. The world's easiest to use color titler! 
Improves picture quality during playback or editing quality. * Joystick control for color balance * Edit your video using fades and Generates its own title screens for quick & 
from any source. Features 2 channel audiomixer, lets you perform top notch color correction wipes as transitions between scenes! easy title creation. * 8 colors/4 sizes * 10 
autofades, adjustment of outline, detail, brightness, quickly and easily. * Hi Fi stereo audio °2A/V in & out plus a switchable pages memory * Fade in/out & Scroll title 
‘ ixer lets you add music and/or narration monitor output. * Standard size keypad 
color, & 2 in./4 out. S-VHS jacks. meet 
ia oe, ‘< J $4 69°5 from 3 different sources. The JXSV55 is rated $ 00 $ 00 
imate Ne AS * Color special effects generator lets you #1 by our techs! 599 SALE 249 (reg $299) 





above w/o S-VHS jacks. $99°° 


fade or wipe to 8 different color 
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PRODUCTION EXPERTS 









10 DAY MONEY BACK 







































6-30 DAY TRADE-IN 
GEMINI yd THEATER REMOTE CONTROL y GUARANTEE POLICY 
as all the features you need for your 
a GEE home entertainment system. 
* Operates multiple devices © Learn mode TECHNICAL ADVICE 
i * Preprogrammed to control TV/VCR/Cable Box HOTLINE 

gj ° Ml Phil 

Now Toll-Free in Canada ctcae lta doc ee esi 516-759-1943 “2.0 






































Dee A;|AZDEN |. ie 
/a we cam3 | 200m seit Headset 
Mic Mixer | Microphone | ; Boom 
Record and Picks up sound Qe } Mic 
mix sound in front without 
from 3 side noises. 2 position Add narration as you're 
sources, while | zoom/wide angle. video taping! Monitor SALE 
shooting! SALE*@ IOP ~—-CaMcorder audio. 1 9 
Connect 2 mics plus background music to am 












your camcorder's audio. sages 


WMSPRO 


Professional 
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Now you can use two wireless mics at the same time! i ds 
The new Azden WR2PRO two channel receiver automatically mixes 250" ee 











the sound from both mics. Let us design the perfect two mic 


system for your needs. Complete systems oo 
including WR2PRO and two wireless mics. 379 & up. 


WR2PRO receiver *4'79°° 


Stereo/Zoom Microphone $44995 
High performance Mic. 

Features: 2 modes - stereo or superdirectional! Plus 
sensitivity & low-cut selections. 

6 times greater sensitivity than built-in mic. 


449° 


WHXPRO-Wireless Handheld 
VHF Pro Mic rd 






5179" 
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Now you can watch TWO Programs Cellular phone 
battery for 
Motorola 


at the same time and more... 
MICROTAC 


W/ 5 stage micro computer 
controlléd LED display 
Receive up to 2x the talk time 
of the original slim battery 
pack. Monitor remaining power 
via LED display. Warning light 
blinks when power drops 
below 10%. Computer 
prevents damage from 
over-charging/discharging. 


79 Call for more cellular batteries & accessories. 


MVARTA é-vis cases 


THE BATTERY EXPERTS Feature gold plated 


t inals for best i 
LAPTOP/Notebook jeron 
Computer Batteries PHCAB3S 3’ $14.95 
We stock a full line for all 


PHCAB6S 6’ $19.95 
Papua "om Hore gs PHCAB10s 10° $24.95 
79 PHCAB20S 20’ $29.95 























ROCTEC 






ROCTEC 













RocGen Pro 


Turn your 386/486 PC into a complete editing system! 


*Enhanced VideoDirector editing software lets you rearrange scenes, 
remove unwanted footage and create an Edit Decision List for easy 
editing *Add high resolution color titles and create your own graphics 
and animationeSuperimpose titles and graphics over video plus color 
key graphics for keyhole effectseRequires Sony type LANC camcorder 


sag9”° 
Chroma Key for your PC 
Turn your PC into a deluxe digital effects generatore RocKey VGA lets 
you superimpose live video over graphics to create weatherman and 
many other ‘blue screen’ effects*Deluxe multi-media editing system 
includes RocGen Pro, RocKey VGA and Fader Box s99gg” 
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Remote Control PIP Tuner 

* Picture-in-picture in any corner of the screen 

* Built in cable converter » Built in switcher for 
cable/antenna and 3 A/V inputs * Swap between main 
and sub-picture « Freeze sub-picture 

Includes custom 


STEREO 
PIP cable kit *§@jQee STEREO 5169" 
RECOTON’ 


WOW!!! 900MHz 
Wireless Technology!!! 
Lets you transmit sound and 
video up to 150"! Even through 
walls and floors! W440- 
Wireless Stereo Speaker 
system with full 20 watt RMS 
output. Enjoy full, rich Hi-fi 




















































































RECHARGEABLE 
CAMCORDER 


SUNPAK 


MEMORY-FREE 





































































































bike ite ih nee Nicad Battery with mega sac 
ome without wires! Great for | w440 
surround sound, bookshelves : 3 stage LED Sony 8mm 
and you can even use them outside! S 1 99°° Ultra-high 1.5 hour 
capacity $29.95 
(2700mAh) ° 
provides up Canon 8mm 
Remote Control to 2.5 hrs. CZ-200A AP-200W | 1. hour $39.95 
BAB Pack for 8mm and Cordless VideoLight Remote Control Auto Pan/Tilt Head | 2 hour $49.95 
* Y/C separator JXS-300 00 VHS-C with Auto Sensor, Mount your camcorder on Sunpak's pan . 
* Video amp. w/800 lines of resolution Sale $229 camcorders 799m & Tilt Head head, place on tripod & get in the action Sharp Viewcam 
from Sony, Includes battery and with everyone else! Infra-red signal & 8mm 
Deluxe S-VHS , ipttine charger $695 controls pan & tilt plus lens zoom & $49.95 
R/C Switcher jxs-700 RB-80UL an arp. record/pause of Sony, JVC, Hitachi & 


7 in, 4 out plus monitor output 

* Video amp w/ 12MHz bandwidth & 960 lines resolution 
* Y/C separator * 2 signal paths for simultaneous dubbing 
or viewing * A/V processor loops sqg9g°° 


















Comes with 95  — RL-20 compact Canon camcorders. Powered ¢ 00 
Lifetime Warranty! *69 videolight $295 by 6v battery (not included). 149 


sara Optional 20 ft remote sensor cord $49° 
A Ss 
RB-80U without LED °49 SUNPAK $40 OFF RB-SOUL with purchase of AP-200W 
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Panasonic 
Full size VHS 
$39.95 












Panasonic 
PVIQ203 





VHS VCRs S-VHS VCRs _ | PROJECTION TVs 


From 40" to 150" 
Front/Rear 
9 Projections 
JVC HRS4900U 16:9 Aspect Ratios 
Hi-Fi VHS stereo w/Hyper bass a 


acl pala oe 425 lines horizontal resolution 


pra ; ©20 Programmable tracks 
Advanced editing including 
flying erase heads CALI Bhat e Soe controlled $379 


AUTHORIZED Philips CDV400 =CALL 
Panasonic LX101 FOR 

ss Panasonic LX900 LOW 

OL Denon LA2100 —_ PRICE 


LASER DISC 









Brand Name 
Combi laser player 


INSTANT THEATER 


Atlantic Technology 
Pattern 200 System 
Complete Dolby® Pro Logic 


EDITORS 





Advent Focus 

Dual 4" drivers 10-70W 
Audio Source VS One 
Tuned port, dual 4", 1" tweeter 
Monitor Audio CC200 
Top Quality Center Channel 
Pinnacle PN5O 

Video shielded 2-way speaker 


JVC JXSV55 


eVideo Editing Processor 
Compatible with S-VHS 
Special effects generator 


Fader, enhancer 
mixer etc CALL 
JVC JXS100 $79 Atlantic Technology 153C 


JVC JXT88 $299 ¢Dual 3.5" drivers, 1/2" tweeter 
Pansonic WIAVES_CALL CALL FOR PRICES 


¢ ADS ¢ ADVENT @ AR @ AIWA @ AKG e ATLANTIC TECHNOLOGY @ AUDIO SOURCE @ BAZOOKA BBE @ B&0 © B&W 
 BELTRONICS @ CANON © CARVER @ CANTON @ CERVIN VAGA @ DENON @ HAFLER @ HITACHI @ HIFONICS ¢ HUGHES 
@ INFINITY ¢ JBL @ JVC e KENWOOD ¢ LUXMAN @ MINOLTA @ MITSUBISHI ¢ M&K ¢ MONITORAUDIO ¢ MONSTER CABLE 
e NAD © NILES ¢ ORION © PANASONIC © PHASE LINEAR @ PHILIPS ¢ PINNACLE ¢ PS AUDIO ¢ ROCK SOLID 
@ SENNHEISER @ SHARPVISION ¢ SHERWOOD ¢ SIMA ¢ SOUNDCRAFTSMAN © SONY © SOUNDSTREAM e SSI 
TECHNICS @ TERK @ THORENS © TOSHIBA @ TRIAD & MORE! © eSPECIALIZING IN THX HOME THEATERS & 


MAIL ORDER CALLS 
= |PHONE: 1°800 e525eDEAL 
g| FAX: 1¢201 ¢838 ©2516 


Or Send Check Cashiers Check or Money Order 


2 Ba 
PHONE: 1¢201¢838°2653 a 

















Surround Sound System inc: 
¢5 360° rotating dual enclosure} 
satellites housing dual 3° drivers 
ea Pro Logic system decoder 
with 3 line level inputs 
¢13 key Remote control : 
Bass/amplifier module housing 
dual 8" drivers & amplifier section 
ColorcodedRCAplugs and speaker 
wires for foolproof operation 


low’ Sue O99 
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RETAIL STORE INFO 
Meadtown Shopping Center 
Rt 23, Kinnelon NJ 07405 


Call 201°838¢3444 
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LOOK NO FURTHER...OUR PRICES ARE LOWEST! 





TAKING THE SHAKE OUT 


FUTURE TECH ou 


TAPE TE. 









first copy. 








Offer good in U.S. 
only. Allow up to 60 
days for delivery of 
first copy. 


Offer good in U.S. 
only. Allow up to 60 
days for delivery of 


|] YES! 


16x9:MORE THAN MOVIES | se 
| the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


| Name 


i. OUR STAFF OF KNOWLIDGEABLESALES PERSONS 


Enter my subscription for 1 year 


|_| YES! 


I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 
_ the regular $15.00 subscription price. 


VIDEO for only $19.97. 


| Name 





(Please print) 


Address 





City State Zip 





[] Payment enclosed [Bill Me 


Enter my subscription for 1 year 
(12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 
I save 66% off the newsstand cost of $35.40 and 20% off 














SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 
VIDEO for only $19.97. 





(Please print) 


Address 





City State 

















L] Payment enclosed Bill Me 








(12 issues) of VIDEO for just $11.97. 










| LJ SAVE EVEN MORE! Check here to receive 2 years of 










ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE: 


201-696-6531 


We ship within 24 hours, All prices quoted 
include manufacturer's standard accessories & 
U.S. Warranty. All units are factory sealed, 
Shipping & Handling are non-refundable, 


art] 
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¢ Receiver 80 wpe....... $269 


W/6+1 Multi Changer ...$199 
' 18 Disk CD Changer ...CALL 







ayer w/5 CD Changer.$ 
Shuttle Play 
& Karaoke Player....$569 


299 


' Laser Video Disk .....$489 





Super VHS w/ FI 
log Shuttle, 
huttle LC Controller..$999 
Fi Stereo ......000000e $349 
nm, 4hd Hi Fi, or Beta$329 


Digital Compact Cassette, 
Digital Audio Tape, DAT, 
Mini Disc, DCC, & PCM 
STARTING AT 








fay # 901-633-1476. 





Z. 
At Sound City YOU ARE #1. That's why we carry everything you need in electronics. Whether it'sa 
CAMCORDER, TV, VCR, LASER DISC PLAYER, PROJECTION TV, PORTABLE, A/V RECEIVER, ANY TYPE OF SPEAKER, 
EDITOR, or even just accessories. You want it , we've got it! We are an AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR EVERYHTIN 


WE SELL. This me psa 
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JVC JXSV55 
Video Editing Processor 
© Compatible with S-VHS 
Special effects generator 


marde CALL BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


JVC JXS100 $79 
IVC JXT88 $299 FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 3494 NEW YORK, NY 


Pansonic WJAVES CALL POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


e ADS ¢ ADVENT e ARe 
¢ BELTRONICS ¢ CANON 

e INFINITY ¢ JBLe JVC eK VIDEO 

PO BOX 52255 

BOULDER CO 80321-2255 








IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

















Circle 25 on Reader Service Card. 





alory Authora f 
are subject to a nee as siete ml tei inc 














ELECTRONIC WHOLESALERS 
} ° CUSTOMER SERVICE: 
201-696-6531 
si J ol We ship within 24 hours. All prices quoted 
ey bee gan Gan | /. ap Ve \, Vv V7 a include manufacturer's standard accessories & 
GyGS 2 © i] 
| Tc © } © ) Hi \ Vi | © 3/ Uy Py Gq ets 2 y Vi4\ ) { ) [3s ee U.S. Warranty. All units are factory sealed. 
Shipping & Handling are non-refundable. 


NEW JERSEY ~ = 
LOOK NO FURTHER...OUR PRICES ARE LOWEST) $“———— 








WITHIN YOUR BUDGET. 


Panasonic HIGH FIDELITY 
: @ HITACHI AUDIO PRODUCTS 
cha Mw = , me WITHOUT THE HIGH 
. ye nea SHOWROOM PRICES. 
REPRODUTION = ac A 


so" Cinema Wide Televisions 
0” Dolby Pro Logic Rear Projection TYV.. $269 


5” WIS Steree TY w/ Surrauad Sound ....<..<<<<..5.<ips>....s , 
Cassette Deck w/6+1 Multi Changer ...$199 
" Stereo TV W/ Pictue in Picture ...............; Programmable 18 Disk CD Changer ... CALL 














Laser Video Player w/ 5 CD Changer.$ 


Laser & CD w/Shuttle Play.....++.+0+++ 299 
Combo Laser & Karaoke Player....$569 


Dual Side Play Laser Video Disk .....$489 


“TECHNIGS PANASONIC. 


Changer & Dual Auto Reverse Tape . 









£6120 Hid ...$12.50 a 

Super VHS w/ Flying 
Erase Head, Jog Shuttle, .....:00+ 589 
8mm Jog & Shuttle LC Controller..$999 
Super Beta Hi Fi Stereo ......:00000 $349 
Your Choice 8mm, 4hd Hi Fi, or Beta$329 


4 





| | Digital Compact Cassette, 
| Digital Audio Tape, DAT, 


3 CCD Chip Camcorder.....000..00 $2400 Palmsize Camcorders w/10x Zm...$589 a) Mini Disc, DCC, & PCM 
Hi 8mm/EIS Stabilizer 8x Zoom....$899 8mm w/Optical Image Stabilizer...$799 eo nein ri $299 
Choice 8mm & VHS-C Palm Size...... NEW ARRIVALS EVERY DAY ....CALL US! | | iene oon anne 









PORTABLE AUDIO. & KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


1-800-374-7125 | 


Call Now For Your Best Delivered Legitimate Price! Convenient Fax # 201-633-1476 











































SPRING BONANZA 
SONY 


ccp-TrRi01 FEI 


* 10:1 ZOOM 

¢ STEADYSHOT 
* DIGITAL FADER 
* RC TIME CODE 


VM-H39A 


* 16X1ZOOM 
* 470,000 PIXELS 


* CHARACTER Fili Ei q 


GENERATOR 










CCD-TR91 


¢ HI-FI STEREO 
°10X 1 ZOOM 






* PROGRAM AE ; ° 2 LUX 
* OPTICAL IMAGE STABI- ¢ DIGITAL EIS 
LIZER y 


CCD-TR500 Fa VM-H38A ee El Es ies 


* 10: CCD-TR61 

10:1 ZOOM * 16X1ZOOM 

* DIGITAL EIS * HI-FI Seb oa: PIRES 
* SUPER QUICK ZOOM ~ *10X 1 ZOOM 


* CHARACTER GENERATOR 


* PROGRAM AE 


°2LUX 
HI-Fl STEREO SOUND ¢ BUILT-IN WIDE ANG * DIGITAL EIS 
- -H57A 
CCD-FX520 CCD-SC5 vM 
¢ 2 LUX MINIMUM ILLUMI- : * 16X1 ZOOM 
NATION ¢ BUILT-IN WIDE/TELE °1LUX 


¢ FLYING ERASE HEAD 

¢ DIGITAL SIGNAL 
PROCESSING 

* CHARACTER GENERATOR 


* 3-MODE PROGRAM Agge "ap * BUILT-IN SPEAKER 
DIGITAL FADER WA * LITHIUM BATTERY 

* TILT-UP SPORTS 
VIEWFINDER 

* WIRELESS REMOTE 





EVS-2000 HI-8 VCR on. S899 , 

EVC-40 8M VCReveeeeeseeeeeeeeee 53: rE 

FX-420 10X ZOOM sresssseeeeeseses SLVR-1000 SVHS VCR evceue5928] yan essa 
TR-65 COLOR VIEWFINDER.$699 SLV-750 4 HEAD STEREO....$3 


































' * 16X1 ZOOM 
CCD-VX3 3CCD CHIPS........$ SLV-400 4 HEAD....................922 © 1 LUX 
* DIGITAL EIS 
aap ean * DIGITAL SIGNAL 
nr) PROCESSING 
* CHARACTER GENERATOR 
R e 
R-17C with USC-5 Fli 
Color * 1/10,000 SHUTTER 
Viewfinder * 5 MODE PROGRAM AE : Guat ts 
* RICOH OPTICS * 410,000 PIXELS 
* HI-FI STEREO *3 LUX VL-H100 
*10 X 1 ZOOM 


*8X 1 ZOOM 
* 4” COLOR VIEWFINDER |N 
*16:9WIDE SCREEN \~goqq 4 

* DIGITAL EFFECTS 


« PROGRAM AE 
* OPTICAL IMAGE STA- 
BILIZER 



































R-16 * 12X1 ZOOM 
* RICOH OPTICS * 0 LUX 
* 10:1 ZOOM *TITLER VL-E30 
+1 LUX * POP-UP LIGHT *8X1ZO0M 
* DIGITAL FADER * PROGRAM AE * NEURO AE 
* HI-FI STEREO * 16:9 WIDE SCREEN 
* DIGITAL EFFECTS 

PRO830 

* 10X ZOOM 

* HI-FI/1 LUX WIDE ANGLE AF.... 2.0-5 X ZOOM......... 


AVH-2Z 









rena 2X TELE. 2.0-6 X ZOOM... 
3 X TELE. oe FLIP LENSE .....sn 
BX TELE .sssessessee TR LENSE KIT... 


AF FILTER KIT 









m R FAX 212-825-1970 
SONY | <5: a - 


SLV-900 


* HI-FI RECORDING 
* FLYING ERASE HEAD 


EVC-100 


* HI-Fl STEREO RECORDING 
* HIGH SPEED REWIND 






* AC/DC QUICKCHARGER * AC/DC QUICKCHAR 
*® RECONDITIONER ER/DISCHARGER 














HRS-6900 


* SLOW MOTION 
* JOG SHUTTLE 
* FLYING ERASE HEAD 

* HI-FI STEREO r 









QUICKCHARGER 















WJ-AVE7 
WITH 2 PIP 








*® RECONDITIONER 
* TESTER 





PRO EDIT 5 










PANASONIC PV-2301.. 
PANASONIC PV-4314.. | WJ-MX30 New 
PANASONIC PV-4380.. | for ‘94 























DECKS 
AG-1970. 
AG-W1 
AG-1270. 


MIXERS & 





*S-VHS HI-FI STEREO 
*20X DIGITAL ZOOM 
*COLOR DIGITAL FADE 
*10:1 POWER ZOOM 




















Bi. VY-170A/VY-300 
VIDEO PRINTERS ™... 
PV-IQ403 *HQIMAGE/3D METHOS-= = 


*10:1 ZOOM 
*1 LUX LOW LIGHT 
* FLYING ERASE HEAD 


° 256 GRADATIONS 
* MULTI-SCREEN PRINT 

* POSITIVE/NEG REVERSAL 
* VARIETY OF OUTPUT 



















PV-43 


*20X DIGITAL ZOOM 





RL-20 


*10:1 ZOOM LENS 
*COLOR DIGITAL FADE 
*1 LUX LOW 









sii i) 
PV-53 COLOR VIEW... PVS-372 10X TBC... 
PV-362 10X..... 


PVS-770 SVHS : sisi me RB-SOUL Ea 
PV-800 12X VHS.. WR2-PRO SYSTEM.. : 3 HR 
WMS-200.. 
ECZ-990....... ‘ 





























GR-SZ1 
*HI-FI 
*DIGITAL EFFECTS 
#22:1 DIGITAL ZOOM 
"MICROSCOPE MODE 
"AV 9 HEAD SYSTEM 


i 
















Ui 
GRAX-75U 
+4 LUX 

#22:1 POWER ZOOM LENS 








0°482°746 















FREE VACATION 
& $50 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE 










FULL SELECTION OF 









IN STOCK 
JINIMUM §% RE-STOCKING FEE 











Pb PRON LCS 


¢ CAMCORDERS 

« VCRs 

¢ INDUSTRIAL 

¢ TVs AND MONITORS 
¢ LASER DISC PLAYERS 
¢ AUDIO COMPONENTS 
¢ SPEAKERS 

* KARAOKE 

¢ BULK TAPE 

¢ A COMPLETE LINE OF 


HONEST 
PRICES 


FRIENDLY 
SERVICE 


FAST 
DELIVERY 


.. the 


folks 
who 
care 


ACCESSORIES 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


FREE DELIVERY 


NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE 
FOR CREDIT CARDS 


CODs & POs WELCOME 


NEW WEST ° A DIVISION OF CLARITY ELECTRONICS LTD. 
4120 MERIDIAN * BELLINGHAM, WA. 98226 


* ON CAMCORDERS AND VCRs 


CALL TOLL FREE 


800-488-8377 


80 VIDEO APRIL 1994 


Circle 28 on Reader Service Card. 


SPECIAL 
OF THE MONTH 


Panasonic 
no VOU 


THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO 
BUY A GREAT 
CAMCORDER AT OUR 
LOWEST PRICE EVER! 


- S-VHS 
- 1-LUX LOW LIGHT 
- STEREO SOUND 
- 10-1 ZOOM 
° (VITC) TIMECODE 
- FE. H. 
* OVER 400 LINES 
* DIGITAL EFFECTS 
* STROBE 
* STILL 
* 100X ZOOM 
AND MORE! 
PACKAGE PRICE INCLUDES: 
HARDCASE, STANDARD 
ACCESSORIES, PANASONIC 
U.S.WARRANTY AND FEDERAL 
EXPRESS 2-DAY AIR DELIVERY! 
DON'T MISS THIS GREAT 
DEAL FROM THE WEST'S 
LARGEST AUTHORIZED 
PANASONIC PROLINE 
DEALER! 


ALL TIMES PST 


MON-FRI 6:30AM-6:30PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6:00PM 
SUN 7:00AM-5:00PM 













OMe 7. 
*N y e 
Say 
ii! : : TOLL FREE 
aie CUSTOMER SERVICE LINE 
957 CON AND A SOK. SET sith rant 
a TIONE . Js | DELIVERY |: 800-9 9379 





A. #0898874 


SATISFACTION, LO W PRICES AND EXCELLEN T SERVICE Lan TEED! 





OPEN SUNDAYS! 

10:00AM to 7:00PM EST 
9:30-8:30" 
9:30-6:30" 


SUNDAY 10:00"-7:00" 
SATURDAY CLOSED 


1-718-645-1818 
FAX NUMBER 
1-718-382-8596 


NO SURCHARGE 
ON CREDIT CARDS! 














ee 


CAMCORDERS || CAMCORDERS | /AG-455 DR0F25300 VCR’S 







200....179.99 UCIT 2499 
SPECIAL EFFECTS, S-VHS CAMCORDER ‘99 Hk P700..369.99 
DIGITAL STILL/GAIN UP, DIGITAL 


HR1600...279.99 HRS 47 70 41399 
9 itn me HRIPOT21099 HRS 4000 


HR-VP604..299.99 HR-S 6800 549: "i 
LAMINATED AMORPHOUS HEAD HRS 6900 chil! 


RICOH ]/c 


8MM CAMCORDERS 






CCO-TR500.1099.99 CCD-1R31 ...544.99 
€CD-TR300..889.99 CCD-1R21....544.99 
€CD-1R700..739.99 CCD-FXTIO. 
ort. c r4 





99 PV-800 
Pv-0503 "639.99 
‘Panasonic 
VHS VCRs 








ON. fi 99 
VHS VCRs 





BOSE SPEAKERS 
FULLINEIN STOCK AT LOW PRICES 








a 224.99 SLV-750HF.. at 99 


SLV-70OHF 329.99 SLV-R1000 on 99 





R-18H...CALL RIZC....CALL R-16....CALL 





PV-2301....164.99 sos “a 199" 
\ GRAYS... 489.99 GRSII...122499 
JVC RECEIVERS 




















































04.99 
LI Ni ft 





My 





IRECT ED Pius 


ba ics af PONS aii nd 


G@lealsy, 


ED/it 2.04.99 FX ED/it 4179.99 
ED/it OK. 12499 FX ED/t5...CAll 
ED/it3.....129.99 Screenwriter 27.99 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 














at mr ie pee ae. ae, Meee “694.99 CAMCORDERS 
eae ua ae AG-1270. Pa Hem 14 oe 
BVS2000....CAlL GV-S50...73499| |46-1980°7"249'99 AG-5700.71249°99 on RY-10507TN894.99-RY.705VN 274.99 
GVMIO omen 899.99 AG-1740...319.99 AGW... Mtl PRO 930......CALL (C540 RY-905VTN 574.99 RY-509VTN 204.99 A 
BETA VCRs PRO CAMCORDERS BB.nm(AlL (C412 RX-BOOVIN 344-99 RY-309VIN 139.99 | IVL-E30......74499 VI 509.99 
$1$600......CALL SI-H360... au AS19589 AAS 49 JVG CD PLAYERS | [HLH0...1097 nl ITZEN Vf 
SLHFIO00 renner CALL |AG-186 2. 460 2260: See 
SONS |liG3o 1739,99| [CCV A. nen ‘Canon. SPECIAL CLOSEOUTS 
LASER DISCS _|| PRO ACCESSORIES | CAMCORDERS || SAKA CONVERTER 
ee vith eet WHAVET.....CALL WHNXS0.3789.99 XL-Z10501N434.99 XL-MS515...234.99 HI RESOLUTION, SHARP OPTICS 
349.99 MDP-600.”.. opie titel XI-ZASITN.124.99 XLNSOOTI7I9.99 FTS MOST CAMCORDERS 










LL} FXL-V26]IN.114.99 XL-M4O9TNT69.99 
XL-VIGTIN...99.99  XL-FIO6BK....CALL! 


JVC CASSETTE DECKS 


WI-AVES ...319.99 AG-A96 
WI-TTLS 


ee 349.99 
os 204.99 (T-1383Y...239.99 


SONY. 
RECEIVERS 











li 











CALL VR. 
Bee CALL VR-800 
CA LASER DI Iscs 
uk 500......CALL LDR-600 





SY (UCS: 
TD-VIO50TN369.99 TD-W309TN.144.99 
TD-VO6)TN..224.99 TD-W209TN.149.99) 
TD-W7O9TN...CALL! TD-R44]TN ...CALL! 





LASER DISCS 
(LD-D707 699.99 CLD-N401 .439.99 
502-4999. LD-MST 36998 





MINI 
SN GMPONENT SYSTEM 





CAMCORDE§ 








CONTROL P CK MX 82 ooeeDB9.99 MX=C5 ssa 94.9 
KARAOKE CD VM-H38A WXS4.. 359.99 MHC. '5799 
TRS 
COP. 1 (OP. 735 49 wn hone nee PERIPHERALS 
PIONEGCR’ 
(DP-C535...229.99 CDP-CX100 699.99 COMPACT DISC 


RME-300 509.99 RME-700..679.99 IMAGE STABILIZATION, 470,000 






ito 


































































ll HI RESOLUTION 


REGULAR $199.99... 99.9. 


CALL] [VCR PLUS........0e+ss0s0ee0 24.99) 
uy 


| |WHS oe 
SMM. 


BETA. 
TELEPHOTO & WIDE 


ANGLE LENS SET Poe 


FOR ANY CAMCORDER 
REGULAR $149.99... 999.99 









SHARP OPTICS 
WITH A CAMCORDER PURCHASE 


; PD-TM3......299.99 PD-DM802.219.99 
ONT ||P PD-INZ..294.99.PO-M702...169-99 ime ‘ain JX-166 Character Generator........1 39.99 CORDS FO ALL CAMCORRRSTH 
CASSETTE DECKS | |C2DM202.254.99 PD-SS2...149.99) | VM.H39A.... (ALL |X-188 Character Generato......224.99 
“ 144.99} |VM-HSA CALL 1¥-5V55 Video Ediing Processor... ae | i | 
ee VM-ES3A CALL! 1JX-5100 VHS Switche 4.99 
Pap VM-ES5A (AL Hom ey, ] 
9 
TC WRESS, 129.99 Tees 0.9 WK) ¥-095 CALL "919,09 
aaa ay he a es | BACK 
j ae em LENMAR NOMEN . 
unt consent 8 UR a nie 
| @ PIONEER’ VEMI7IA... CALL VEM270A CALL eo sisal tae 
CASSETTE DECKS MICR PHONES 
ca MEH ata EAT | MM MEINE [GO.TDEO Woon 
3 ’ 
B44 $9) |CEWOOMR18999 CLVGIDR12499| | ALL AWANLABSLE!| LOW, LOW PRICES...CALL| (10004 eu/f.....9999 CORDS, ETC. 
COMPANY POLICY The bes tn and mail order pres pal. Prices a not veld in the retail showroom. If you dD frie vie store, please call eal to check in store av pty ed pet the a of the sees an you poke. To arr up lek jercg 
Fpl te press, Diners Club, Visa, Canon, D coy, Care Hon e, COD ord Sines or mail ws money ors erti ded Fe nena dase pcs or Bey fi om tl hs osit your check. Call toll shipping & ing rss 
All merchandise is brand new. Exchange or refund less shipping & less 5% restocking fee wihtin 7 days only rune nf inal mint condition with carton, packing, pape od on unfilled worra shi ds. NO EX! a +, Guanttsh limited. We reserve the right to limit 
quantities. Not tee for typographical errors. PRI ARE VALID UNTIL END OF MONT LY ISSUE Products offered carry International Warrar cng Fitted o erwise. USA Pro ucts vary in cost. Call foll free 
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| NY RESIDENTS ; , = ss RRR IOS eB gaps appease STORE HOURS 
| CALL $00-€97-4.792 ee al : SUNDAY 10-6 


INEORMATION “ a. MON-THURS 9-¢ 
CALL 71€-265-6200 rash ie —_. Ps FRIDAY 9.5 
FAX 24Hts.718-265-1754 - Va ee SATURDAY CLOSED 
| CUSTOMER SERVICE " Ny 2570 €6™ STREET 
CALL 719-265-1723 mm a y BROOKLYN NY 11214. 


[WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR 
} CREDIT CARDS WITH 
NO SURCHARGE! 


Panasonic 


ASK ABOUT SHARP REBATES 

/ 

NIVISION VHS VLE-30 VIEWCAM....... 697.97" RECEIVER 
NEW VS-21D.. 


1197.97 NEW VLE40O.... CALL we 
687.97 fm| CAMCORDERS VHS VCRS * © MM VCRS » LASER DiGes|MNEW ViEHO.... | CALL c PLEASE 


674.97 Ml|_® RECEIVERS © AND CASSETTE DECKS ® BETAVCR'S || Vi-t6s suimcam,” 1327.97 J At 
497.97 NEW VLL-390.. i "OUR 


527.97 - o poy | ASK ABOUT VIEWCAM mr BEST 
597.97 4 PRICE 
PLEASE 


: CALL 
PRICE! fm HR-S6900 SUPER... q ; FOR 


667.97 MB HR-S4900 SUPER... : BEST 
. 567.97 HR-S6800 SUPER... f ‘ VSX-DI1SII. «se PRICE 
f . 547.97 Rta Me 3 , WE CARRY NEW LASER 
vasvers 529-97 : ieee ee 
PV-S4380 sae oe 
. CALL FOR 
BEST 


Onn 27797 MINT COMPONENT SYSTEMS Prices! 
“RECEIVERS ‘ SONY an 


RX-309 VTN ‘ VR 800 HI-FI 8MM.... CALL 
Sac * MHC-510 AM/FM ® CD PLAYER ® CASSETTE PLAYER © MHC. Poser 


Ox. F 08 LN 610 AM/FM ® CD PLAYER * CACGETTE PLAYERL # MHC.C50 ee 
RX-809 VIN....... ; 5+1 CD CHANGER ® DUAL CASCTTE PLAYER ® MHC-C70 50 Siro BREE 


NEW RX-815........ CALL 
Brag Ga tes WATTS x 2 © MHC-C90 100 WATTS x 2unmmnenCALL FOR names 


RX-1050 VTN 837.97 LOWEST AUTHORIZED PRICE RICE 


Be CAML JIVE Canon 


XL-FI06 BK J CALL rans + 727.97 wx-c4 : NEW L-2 (PRO) CALL 


XL-M409 TN. 167.97 577.97 NEW UCSS EIS NOW 
MX-S2 ries PD-TM3.. 
3 2 427.97 
oleae g Aer: FOR CASSETTE DECKS 


XL-V161_TN 107.97 ae 
XL-261 TN.. . 117.97 AIWA Mini Max!! toad BEST 
XL-2451 TN 127.97 es i } PRICE 
XL-Z1050 T 437.97 stee CALL NSX-3200 579.97 Nile BEST 
NEW MXC100.......... 557.97 TOLL FREE NSX-3100............ 747.97 f PRICE 
CASSETTE DECKS Q ; FOR LCX-01.. : 1097.97 BEST 
CALL —+— CT-WM62R PRICES! 


: 117.97 me 
eld nad Wh Fs The Art of Entertainment quent PIONEER 
D-W709_T CALL os ACCESSIORIES 
TD-V661 TN CALL fm CCS-470 RAG CALL : AMPLIFIERS & TUNERS 
TD-V1050 TN 367.97 Mm CCS-370 : SY. “ CALL os VCA 7500, ve CALL 


VIDEO EDITORS CCS-170... CALL ce A 301.. CALL 
JX-S900 447.97 


7378 FISHER HOME AUDIO...CALL ieee Faas CALL 


MONITORS.. 9 y 347.97 —— ; CALL 


-1383Y... oh 217.97 1" wvuARne a a 
mr2083Y.............. i 137.97 MITSUBISHI VCRS j CALL 
i ——- BA Oa eo AN] a 
MULTI SYSTEM pe OL MODELNOTSHOWN HITACHI TOSHIBA psa CALL 
ORLDWIDE...CALL CALL CAMCORDERS M459... AHEAD CALL Pe eieene nes vf 
4 acca ae us CALL fay VMS-8200A S-VHS... CALL M649... HI-FI FOR Ps sree oF VEL i. “ CALL 
TV'S COMBO/ VM-2600A VHS... CALL M659... ..VCR+ OUR [M5 YEAR WARRANTY AVAILABLE CALL 


VCR’S VM-1600A VHS CALL M759... F.E.H. BEST “AC CALE 
ELECTRONIC IMAGE STABILIZER MODELS EW m76gc PRICE 


ee CALL 
Panasonic VME-53A... CALL 


AWA SONY VME-55A... AaREGALL GO. cae poe Call 


VME-57A HI-8........... CALL rs ; _ 
MODEL 3060... cait pa On GALL 




















HITACHI VMH-38A 16XZOOM... CALL 
! VMH-39A COLOREIS... CALL : 
KAI SHARP FOR INCREDIBLY LOW PRICE! CENTER CHANNEL SPEAKERS 


JVC VCRS CALL 


VIM-272A., Been CALL : FULL LINE OF HI-END 


FUNAI SANYO YAMAHA VTM-370A. CALL i MICROPHONES 
TOSHIBA _)@ VIDEONICS §\,")* hua ASK ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE 





VTF-772.. CALL AUDIO SERVICE CONTRACT | 
STUDIO f 
SYSTEMS SIMA 

I> These are mail order prices only. In store prices may vary. If you are planning on coming call in advance to reserve merchandise fo p.. We welcome all major credit cat joney order and certified checks. Allow 2. al 


d 
fance. Please call customer service for prior return authorization # before shipping. Ship} ling is non refundable. All returns subje stocking fee, and must be returne: id i d warranty cards, No exceptions. Some items listed are Some 
items are mported & do not carry manufactures warranty. In some cases Coa: ._ USA manufacturer's warranty may be additional. Not re: . h Coast to Coast, where service is the most 


Loe RR ee ds A ee se ee Se ee 





VM-ES3A VM-ESSA 
VM-H38A VM-H39A 
VMrSP1A, 


VHS Camcorders 
VM-1600A VM-2600A 
VM-S8200A, 


Video Recorders 

VIM-161A4: VTIM;270A 
NTM-272A VIF-361A 
VTF;362A VIF-370A, 
VIF-462A, VTS-772A 


Hitachi Projection TV 
A46EX3B SOUXI5K 
46EX4K 50SXSP 
46UX12B SSEX7K 
AGUX13K 60SX3B 
SOEX6K 60SK4K 
50UX14B 

Call For 13'-35" Prices! 


MX-1 Digital 

Video Mixer 

4 input switcher, dual TBC's, 
over 200 digital.effects and 
more! 


Sound Mixer Editmaker, 
Processor Plus Titlemaker 


VHS-C Camcorders 
GR-AW1 GRAX50. 
GRAX25 GR-M7 PRO. 
GRAX35. GR-SX90 
GRAX5S: GRSZL 
GR-AX75. 

Video Recorders 
HRJ200 HR-VP606 
HR-J400. HRVP700 
HRJ404 HR-S4700 
HRJ600 HR:S4900 
HR-DX62 HR-S6900 
HR-VP604 


NV-55BX4 
55" 16:9 Stereo 
Projection Television 


VL-L290U ML-HX10. 
VLL63U VL-E30 
VUND VL-HLLOO 


1Q-203 


. VHS-C 1 Lux #10x Zoom 


Discount Prices 


ucs2 
UCS3. 
UCcs5 

Ai DIGITAL 
(2 


We Carry All 
Accessories 


Toshiba 

©X35C80/81 . CF30C50 
CX35C60 ‘CF30C40 
CF35C40 CF27C50 
CX32C80/81 .. CF27C40 
CF32C50 CF27C30 
CF32040 


Large Selection 


Orders Only 


Repeat Callers 


8mm Camcorders 
Pro-808. Pro-883HB 
Pro-830 Pro-930 
Pro-840 

VHS Camcorders 
0C-412 cc-540 
CC-507 

Video Recorders 
VR-319 VR664HF 
VR-501 VR667HF 
VR-GOLHF VR-720HF 
VR-6S8HF VR-SOOHF 


G-34169ET 

16x9 Wide Aspect Tube 
Contemporary Console with 
Digital Special Effects! 

Call For 13"-35" Prices! 


Call For 
Brands and 
Low 
Prices! 


Customer Inquiries 


(8277) and Service 


24 Hour Fax Line 


TENTS r 


Also Available in PAL/SECAM: 
VCR ¢ Television ¢ Camcorders 


PENG WW i A RENAE) 


120-Watt Pro Logic 
Receiver 


On-Screen display, programmable 
remote control, DSP- digital signal 
processing, digital equalizer, digital expansion and much more! 


5-Disc Player with 
Custom Memory 


DSP-digital signal processing, 
optical digital output, variable 
line output, and much more! 


6-Motor Drive Auto 
Reverse Cassette Deck 


Quick reverse, blank skip, fine bias 
adjustment, Dolby B/C, double auto reverse and much more! 


Infinity, Ye 
DA, JBL 


& Audio is 
North 
America’s 
Largest 
Distributor 





Tripods 

Microphones: 
Wireless Microphones” 
Video Lights 

External Batteries 
Editors 

Processors 

and Much More! 


4 
Wt 
M 
Greohio Libraries . Thumbs OP \ North America's Largest LCD. 
Video Equalizer Projection Dealer 


Defective exchanges may be made within 7 days of receipt after prior authorization, All return andise must be in new condition and include packaging and printed material in original unaltered condition, Returns may be subject to a restocking fee Shipping and: 
handling charges non+refundable, We are not responsible for typographical errors. Shipping and handling is extra. These are phone and mail order prices only. Prices are not valid in the showrooms or to the customers within 150 mile radius. If you wish todrive to the'st 
please phone ahead to check the in-store price, “Ask for details. Colonel Video and Audio, 16451 Space Center Blvd., Houston, TX 77058 
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“SHOPPING WITH US IS AS Pea AS A WALK IN THE PARK" 
RINE =~ 1.900-4/ 
PARK =: 
3126 AVENUEU = =©=>FOR INQUIRIES ON PLACED ORDERS 
BROOKLYN N.Y. 11229 ho lls ape es 


CAMERA See WE SHIP WORLDWIDE ! OVERNIGHT SHIPPING AVAILABLE 


Panasonic 


FULL SIZE VHS IG 
CAMCORDERS oe PV-S77 944. vue 2269.99 
CCD-FX710 wl PV-910 ve : : 
CCD-FX620.. 629.99 PV-810 
CCD-FX520........... 579.99 4 . PV-800 
CCD-FX420........... 524.99 et i buco 
CCD-FX310........... 509.99 - is 
CCD-TR500 ....... 1099.99 See aan Tesiiee roe. i 
CCD-TR300 ......... 889. SUPER QUICK Z00M, 410,000 PIXELS PV-IQ503 099.99 eg1oR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZER 
CCD-TR-91 .......... 839. PV-1Q403. I 9 
CCD-TR-65 .......... 669. PV-1Q303. 
CCD-TR-61 .......... 584. PV-1Q203. 
CCD-TR-31 .......... 544, PV-S63 
CCD-TR21......... 544. BYES. 


_ PV-43., 
CcD- SCS 3'Col Mon... 669.99 PV-$372 


CVP-M3 PORTABLE PV-362 639. ¢ 
099, ccp- 520 579.99 PV-1Q503 $639.99 
ceo-R500 aabaee COLOR VIDEO PRINTER $7. 79.99 xsi 700M, sta HI-FI PV-332 i COLOR LCD, V.F. HI Fi STEREO, 1 LUX 
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Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Cord expires 7/19/94. RS494 Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Card expires 7/19/94. RS494 = 


2 
say 
os 
ol 
2 
GR-M5d .... $509.99 < 
=o 
aA 
aLL in| 
Name Name fas 
(please print) (please print) 
Address Address 4 
City State____Zip City Sisto — 2p a 
Telephone Number (with Area Code). Telephone Number (with Area Code) = Son 4 
1. What size is your primary viewing TV? 1. What size is your primary viewing TV? er 4 
20°-25" AC) 27°-25" BLD 25°27" (OO 35% OD 20°-25" AL) 27°-25" BL) 25-27" (CC 35% DO =< 
2. Approximately how many hours per et do you watch TV? 2. Approximately how many hours per day do you watch TV? Rett 
0-2 FC 3-5 FC) 6-10 GO 0-2 EL] 3-5 FL) 6-10 6 a < 
3. How far in advance do you plan your TV ge 3. How far in advance do you plan ms WV seven? ome 
Thour HO] Ida ay | 1 week No Planning K Thor HCO) 1 day 11) Tweek JID = NoPlanning KC ® * 
4. Do you — series" fran (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? 4. Do aes series” programming (i.e. soap operas, mini-series)? aD 
Yes L Yes L = 
5. Which sources fa ou use to plan TV ae 4 5. Which sources ioy ou use fo plan TV sae » 
Daily Newspaper Ni] Cable Guide 0 eekly Newspaper Insert P(_] Dai ae r Cable Guide OL) Weekly Newspaper Insert PL] —» 
TV Guide Other R TV Guide Other RO a So 
6. = Si i ae do you tape per = ‘ How magn programs do you - per week? " 
57 | U 1-5 5 5.7 1 7+ YO ae 
#5 fr Se oe your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? —_7. If programming your VCR was made easier would you record additional shows? A 
| Yes VOU No WI Yes VOI No 
8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC) No YO 8. Are you currently a subscriber to VIDEO? Yes XC] No YC) Vv 
| y J = 
Please circle product numbers to receive desired information Please circle product numbers to receive desired information be 3) 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 2 3 a} 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 9 Aw 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29, 30 * 
31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 99 i» | 
46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 99 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 5§ a | 
76 7% 78 79 80 81 82 82 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 76 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 99 
91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 99 — 
106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 1719 120 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 #117 «+118 «119 120 fs 6 
72% «422. 423°- 124-123 126.-127 128 129 130. 131 132.133 1434 135 721 122 123° «124 «#125 #126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 9 
136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 or 4 
151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 99 mt 
166 167 168 169 170 171 #172 #173 «174 «#+‘175 #176 #177 «#178 #+179 «#180 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 #175 #176 «#177 «178 «4179 «4190 «99 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 z pt 


COLONE 


Call F Comprehensive Buyers Guide 


# \ } 
i nh ® i be rl ALS il “ih. ‘ rll 


| 1-800-42Z5-VGRS 713)486-886 


Orders Only (8277) and Service 


A U 


| 
24 Hour Fax Line 


Ms vm: Tara 


PAL/SECAM 
Sony CCD-TR805E 


Hi-8mm Camcorder 
with Steady Shot! 


Also Available in PAL/SECAM: 


bc PU 





oj01 
O101l 


Jeoys Us~e ISEM OOP 


O9VO-ZLLOL AN 0A MON 
O9VO-ZLLOL AN ‘140A MON 


Rast Y bas | (a+ ba td etal | Fanelli UD a 





“SHOPPING WITH US IS AS PLEASANT AS A WALK IN THE PARK" 
Ls] B 
I Ur B _ a ; 
RINE “« ao ode ot 
sei 
hp yg be FOR aneavidaid ON PLACED orbaaec ay 4 80146. 73 
pide ho D+ Sere 8-89 r( 


“P & VIDEO INC. | | = WITH ABSOLUTELY NO SURCHARGE 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE ! OVERNIGHT SHIPPING AVAILABLE ! 


‘Panasonic 


FULL SIZE VHS RIA N 
CAMCORDERS ‘ ‘ PV-S770.. : . 2269.99 
CCD-FX710 : PV-910. a : 
CCD-FX620 J PV-810. 
CCD-FX520 } ‘ : PV-800 . 
CCD-FX420 : . < PV-760 . 


| Sore zoo Sonn CcD-TRSOD 1099, So tous TiNOAL Feat, 
10X1 ZOOM, HIGMM, IMAGE STABILIZER, Bicda cee 8, f 
CCD-TR300 .......... 889. SUPER QUICK ZOOM, 410,000 PIXELS PV-1Q503 .. 
CCD-TR-91 99 PV-1Q403 .. 


CCD-TR-65 ; Be PV-1Q303 .. 529. AG-1280. 


TR. : PV-1Q208 .. wn 524, ; 

CCD-TR-34 essere 544. PV-S63 . [ WMO F 

CCD-TR21.. : ; F 

CCD-VX3 a 689. WOAVES 
-VX3... \ PV-43.... 


CCD-SC5 3’Col Mon .. 669.99 PV-S372 


CVP-M3 PORTABLE 
CCD-TR500 . .- $1099.99 CCD-FX520 579.99 ve BOT. PY-IQ503 . $639.99 
COLOR VIEWFIND kc COLOR VIDEO PRINTER $7 79.99 10X1 Z00M, haga 559. COLOR LCD, V.F. 2 sore LUX 


PV-53 $ 
COLOR VIEWFINDER, IMAGE STABILIZER 


M7U ... $669.99 ; 8 > 
499.99 GRLAX25U ; A-1 DIGITAL $999.99 
GRM 09199 


CALL UC-S1 on. sssceseeseee : cane E1250 sessossctesnone 874,00 

. CALL UC-1 x 3 seu CALL 

CALL UC-20 .. s z 57090 heed aie 
629.99 Li CALL 


$1224.99 


ee GR-M5U .... $509.99 J 
oe 
iR-AX5 


CALL E-67 


VM-H 574 

Hi-8mm Compact 

16X F1.4 Lens System 

1 Lux Minimum Illumination 
Electronic Image Stabilization 
CALL 


Cae PRO 930 MM .eansenee if .99 8-438 . ... CALL|| EW! R-87H R-18H 
CC-190 VHS-C PRO 883 8MM Ae i 8-428 . et Hi-8 » Home Terminal Feature Hi-8 « Digital vs. 
CC-188 VHS-C a " PRO 840 8MM NEW CC-550 ..... STOCK ,000 Pixels Stabilization * 10:1 Zoor 
CC-178 VHS-C PRO 830 MM NEW 8-778 . NEW CC-560 ..... rk wCALL IN STOCK ...CAL 
CC-174 VHS-C oor jihad : NEW 8-378 . NEW CC-570...... Re1G). .ccescasaraceson sick 


RECEIVERS CASSETTE DECKS 
VSX-D902S CT-WMEZR .... 
99 CT-Wa02R 
_ LASER a CT-W602R 
r CT-W502R 
CT-w402R 
CT-W302R .... 


83MM ; 5 : . 334: ; Eon totes ian) VEKDRIES . CD's plato 
EV-A50 .... 334.99 $414.99 paths woah se 20898 || VE : .V740 - S0ag0  VSXS12S “32499 PO-TNG .. 200,99 
SLV-R1000 4311 .. \ 3 ty : ; -V820 ....... 599.99  VSK-502 .. . 299.99 PD-TM2 .. 294.99 
874, ; z . 279: ’ -V840 VSX-462 .. 219.9 PD-DMad2 . 254,99 
NEw SLV-7: . f : f é rreey VSX-402 ... .. 189; PD-DM802 . 219.99 
NEW SLV-700HF 329.99 wins 164. aul i te LASER INTER-ACTIVE PLAYER SX-312R .. . 159.99  PD-M702 . . 169.99 


4 CLD-A100 CONTROL PACKS ....... CALL 
NEW SLV-400 .... 224.99 IONEERIGROBHONES ! Cee . 139, PD-M552 . . 149.99 
BETA 


AVAILABLE : - 124.99 PD-MS02 .... . 144.99 
SL-S600 . CALL 


_, RECEIVERS 
119.99 


ACCESSORIES 


nada 
RX-1050 VIN ‘ 


MONITORS 


-800 . gil 
M-329 3"... 119.99 ; 4 | | 599: CASSETTE DECKS 
HH JX-T66 Character Gen”... 139.99 K -( . 449! TD-V1050 TN “3 
M-938 3.8" 199.99 ! 4 224.99 : . 384,99 | |TD-V 661TN 
MHC-510 . . 319, TO-R 441 TI 


ding P 334.99 TD-W709 TN 
DCS100 en 6498 rm WECARRYA 9909 TN 
}JX-8300 AV Select 184.99 ACB sa ; 
M329 3 inch color Monit CALL | JX-S700 ... ee . 429.99 a 3 . FULL LINE OF 
inch color Monitor JX- $900 Re mi se Contr | | . 149: 
IN PAL available ........ teed APtOOD ow) 229,99 | |AV/S: rey ves 444.90 | [7 . 129; BOSE SPEAKERS 


Prices Valid only through the corresponding Magazine Issue. All Merchandise is brand new. To Order: Use any major credit card. COD's are welcome or send a money order, certified check or cashiers check. Please allow 4 weeks for Personal checks. Call for Shipping & Handling charges. Any refunds or exchanges must be made within 14 days 
of receipt of goods, All refund are subject to a 5% restocking fee. Shipping and Handling fee is non-refundable. All returns must be in original mint condition with original packing and unfilled warranty cards, Manufacturers box must be clean of any tape, writing or mutilations. NO EXCEPTIONS. These are phone and mail order prices only, Store 
prices and availabilty are different. I you wish to come into the store, please call ahead to check on availability and to reserve merchandise with salesperson. Remember the salespersons name. Some products carry international warranties. USA warranted products vary in cost. Quantities are limited. We reserve the right to limit quantities, Not 
reennneihie inv tunanranhical arrare paia AA aw ee ee 
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EACTORY DIRECT 


a) 695-3535 ae 564-4398 
HOME THEATER SALE 


SONY 


KV 32TS36 
KV32XBR36 
KV32XBR95S. 


MITSUBISHI 


CS-31301 
CS-31302.. 
CS-35307 


wv 
ag 


RECIEVERS 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 


80W PRO-LOGIC RE! 125W PRO-LOGIC REC. 
100W PRO-LOGIC RE! 69] SUBWOOFER 
110W PRO-LOGIC RE! 091 SUB. W/4 SAT. 


RX-309TN.... 
RX-509TN 


CASSETTE DECKS 


JVC SONY 
TDW-209 


TOW-309.. 
TDW-709.. 
TDW-80 


FOR OTHER B 


CDP-297 


WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR 
COMPETITION'S PRICE! 


ALL OUR PRODUCTS ARE FACTORY FRESH WITH 
FULL MANUFACTURERS USAR WARRANTY 
WE HAVE MORE MAIL ORDER 
EXPERIENCE THAN MOST OF THE 
ADVERTISERS COMBINED.!! 

GIVE US A CALL WHEN YOU ARE READY TO 
PURCHASE FOR THE BEST PRICE, 

AND BEST SERVICE!!! 


35 WEST 35TH STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 
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use a THX-approved, perforated screen 
and put the center speaker behind it. 
With a rear-projection TV, the only 
practical solution is to put the speaker 
on top of the TV, a look that'll send a 
design-conscious spouse running for 
the rolling pin. And a THX center 
speaker is simply too large to balance 
atop most direct-view sets. 

Most non-THX systems use a hori- 
zontal center speaker that sits unob- 
trusively atop a TV. If you want the 
benefits of THX but can’t deal with the 
center speaker, one solution is to use 
THX left and right speakers with a 
smaller speaker designed for use with 
the THX system, like M&K’s S-90. You 
give up little in timbre-matching and 
voice intelligibility, but you gain much 
in spouse acceptance. Or you can wait 
for Atlantic Technology's new horizon- 
tal THX center speaker, which the 
company hopes to have by summer. 


THE VERDICT 

The bottom line is: For all-around 
listening, our jury preferred the Ba W 
and Mirage non-THX systems. To be 
specific, most of our listeners preferred 
the Mirage, with a couple rebelling 
against the bipolar sound and casting 
their votes with B&W. Both speaker 
systems have faults, but we always en- 
joyed listening to them, no matter what 
the program material. 

Choosing between the two is really 
a matter of preference. If you like the 
bipolar sound, a system based on Mi- 
rage bipolar speakers (or Definitive 
Technology BP-10s) is a great buy. If 
you don’t, the B&Ws (or another pair 
of good audiophile main speakers 
matched with a center speaker that 
uses similar drivers) should make you 
happy. For those on smaller budgets, 
the Energy system is well worth check- 
ing out if you like a bright, exciting 
sound — some of our jury liked it a lot, 
some found it a little fatiguing. 

Clearly, Lucasfilm had movies in 
mind when it created the specs for con- 
sumer THX systems, so it’s no surprise 
that all of the THX speakers sounded 
terrific for movies. We feel that here, 
their benefits far outweigh their demer- 
its. But for stereo music, they clearly 
have limitations compared to conven- 
tional systems at similar prices. So we 
recommend them for dedicated home 
theater installations, where music takes 
a back seat to movies. 

B&W’s neutrality makes it our fa- 
vorite of the THX systems, although 
the M&K system definitely has merit — 
be sure to hear both before you buy. 
The JBL system provides most of these 


systems’ benefits at a price competitive 
with affordable systems like those from 
NHT and Definitive Technology. 

For those who can’t adjust to the 
tall center speaker required (for now) 
for THX, M&K’s hybrid system of S-90 
front speakers and THX surrounds and 
subs makes sense —it sounds a bit less 
refined than its big brother, but pro- 
duces a slightly more ambient sound. 

Based on a demo Lucasfilm pre- 
sented at CES (see “Vegas Victory Par- 
ty,” this issue), we think THX speakers 
hold promise for music reproduction 
once music recordings are released in 
Dolby’s 5.1-channel Dolby Surround 
Digital format. They also: improve 
when used with the surround simula- 
tion modes offered on most surround 
processors, but we’re generally not par- 
tial to surround simulation. Until 5.1 
happens, we think plain old stereo— 
heard through good music speakers — is 
the way to go for CDs. 

Let the record show: For serious 
music listeners, conventional speakers 
are the best bet. For dedicated movie 
buffs, THX offers great sound without 
guesswork. If you fall somewhere in be- 
tween, you'll have to conduct your own 
trial — with your local audio/video deal- 
et as your courtroom and your laser- 
discs and CDs as witnesses —to reach 
your own verdict. Ignore the hype and 
let your ears be the judge. B 








continued from page 38 


processor. Although it’s rated at 100 
watts per channel, we found it a little 
wimpy and veiled-sounding when com- 
pared to six Marantz MA-500s in our 
large home theater room. Our take on 
the KM-X1 is that it’s best for a budget 
system in a 2,000- to 4,000-cubic-foot 
room. It’s very convenient to use — one 
button turns on all six amps, and it has a 
25-pin jack that allows a one-cable con- 
nection between it and the KC-X1. And 
at $149 a channel, it’s affordable. 

Just to get our audiophile ya-yas out, 
we compared the Marantz and Kenwood 
amps to a non-IT HX amp of good ped- 
igree, Rotel’s $600, 100-watt-per-chan- 
nel stereo RBX-980BX. The amps 
sounded different, but we couldn’t iden- 
tify any sonic attributes particular to 
THX. The Rotel sounds smoothest, but 
with a smaller soundstage than the THX 
amps. The Marantzs take the prize for 
imaging, and produce a very clear but 
slightly hard top end. The Kenwood’s 
sound is less detailed, and it can’t match 
the others in imaging. Our favorite: the 
Marantzs or the Rotel, depending on the 
speakers used with them. 5 
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ALL EQUIPMENT IS FACTORY FRESH WITH FULL MANUFACTURERS WARRANTY 


(ge A TATA RIONT - 
FACTORY DIRECT (scsi reraeconmel | (C00) 025-3538 


Div.of 


35 W. 35TH ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10001 HITACHI-TOSHIBA 


OVERNIGHT DELIVERY GUARANTEED ZENITH-PIONEER WHOLESALE PRICES 


INFORMATION PAL/SECAM 24 HR. FAX MITSUBISHI DIRECT TO CONSUMERS 
(212) 564-4398 (212) 564-4399 (212) 643-9727 ANE OINI@ 


HOME THEATER HEADQUARTERS, FOR LOW PRICE CALL (212) 564-4398 


PAL-SECAM- MULTISYSTEM UP TO 50% OFFI!!! 


CAMCORDERS CAMCORDERS 
9.95 ee AG-455... 1479 svc 
6 HOUR.. 59.95 2X T 39.95 eet nen 
sedge AG-7650... ALL BRANDS 
“929 AG-7750.... ee IN STOCK 
AG-1970.. RECEIVERS 
CD PLAYERS 
FOR UP TO 7 BRS. CASSETTE DECKS 
soap asta er ; SPEAKERS 
LASER DISC 
4 KARAOKE 
PV.S4366, CAMCORDERS 
PV-S4380. ..699 PRO-883HB....799 ase ; ; 929 
TV's 69 URS. nk SPM-2.... 9. MO MINI 


SLV-R10 79 aa ig 29. es «FROM 229 
= BETA ae 5060F... ioe IN STOCK OMPON 


SERVICE 
CONTRACTS 
50% 


. ; | 
GVS- 19 ci 

UP TO 50% OFF 

HITACHI N STOCK 0541 aki SONY. » FOR 

PIONEER.____.LOW 


CAMCORDERS oo 5 MONITORS 
VMH-39A..LOW : 8 409 
VMH: RICE CrigeN ieawuaban 

-2 
M 


Pi 
"38 17 
sso eat M-938..179 

Ui HOUSING 158 VIDEONICS 


EDIT 

maker 439 [_sSonypRO _]°V° RQIWA;S 
LIBRARIES. Bb IN STOCK! 
4 
0. 


THUMBS : A 
ALIZER 199 WALKMANS 
SOUND MIXER.....119.95 EO SONY 


95 8 5 7: 

‘IN STOCK CV-20S AUTO......54.95 -TITLEMAKE! 9 WMFX 
80 CALL CZ-200 AUTO........49.95 e WMEX: 
SCREENS..FROM 99.00 CVv300 AUTO MULTI-SYSTEM 


AZDEN AFRICA - MID EAST 

PV A 429 S.AMERICA - AUST. 
PVM-2042.. LOW WMS-PRO.129.95 

PVM-2071.. if 20 INCH TV.......319 5 


VCR 179 
VIDEO TAPE ; WH PRO. ierse | CAMCORDERS 
F "39. 


MAXELL - TDK 
SONY - -FUJI 
2.39 


LOW 
PRICES 
T-120EHG.. eons 
T-160 HGX. 9 
T-120 MASTER PRO4 
T-120S-VHS. 6.39 
T-160S-VHS. 
T-180S-VHS 
551VR/H 
-100 BOOM MIC... HER 
0 STER. MI 


Al 0... “ 38 luvc | 
2.89 HRS-4900 499 BM-500STER. MIC | BROTHE 
9 HRS-6900..............569 MCM-400.. A FAX MACHINE 
ACCESSORIES 4YM300.. $199.95 
JXS-V55. SAMSO OMPUTER 
309 [SHAR G 


cee ; com 3 : My) LAPTOPS 
FUJI H-471S PRO -50U..........LOW Sa 388 |SONY AND} =%@)R@)B)=> 4 


| EL64KPL 
ADVICE apa 


Ci SUPER 
8.98 ACCESSORIES ECM-144 Gay TRANSFER 
9.95 CALL! ECM-77. : $10 PER HR. 
WE SHIP WORLDWIDE Wb OBOPAN TK-PYCCK 
Bier aaregood{or nal overony Shoplyandtordingaiesromcuane” §6SE HABLA OPEN: MONDAY FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 


feturns and exchanges must be within seven days, and are Subject to a ten percent 
restocking fee. CA#001836061 u i ESPANOL 


"WE ALWAYS BEAT OUR COMPETITION'S PRICE" 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE» 


Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm (PST) 


(503) 227-6008 














lM OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!* 








MON-SAT: 6am-6pm ® SUN: 8am-Spm 


Mail Order Division Hours Only (PST) 





M@ ALL EQUIPMENT IS BRAND NEW 


& FULLY GUARANTEED 


































VHS-C CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX25 10x Power Zoom 
GR-AX37 New! Multi-brnd Rmt. 
GR-AX70U* New! Color View. 
GR-AX75* Dig. Image Stabiz. 
GR-M7Pro* 11x Power zm. 
GR-SZ1" Super-VHS-C 

* Comes with JVC case 
VIDEO RECORDERS 


HR-J210 New! 


Palmcorder IQ § 


CAMCORDERS 


PV-10204 New! Call 
PV-19304 12x Zoom Call 
PV-10404 Color View. Call 
PV-IQ504 New! Call 
PV-10604 Light, Coir Vw. Call 
Pv-43 10x 2m, E.1.S. Call 
PV-53 Color View. Call 
PV-S63  Super-VHS-C Call 
Pv-900 New! Call 
Pv-910 ColorView. Call 
PV-S770 Super-VHS Call 
AG-455 Super-VHS Call 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
Pro 808 8x Zoom 
Pro 830 40x Zoom 
Pro 840 12x Zoom 
Pro 883HB Hi-Band 
Pro930 _E.L.S. 16x Zoom+ 
VHS CAMCORDERS 
12x Zoom 
12x Zoom 
16x Zoom 


Nikon USA 5-Year Warranty 


8mm CAMCORDERS 
VN-340 Color Viewfinder Call 








Prices good for mail order only. Shipping and handling are e 
- Return Authorization Number). Non-defective merch. 





THORIZED DEALER 





HR-J600 4 Head. Hi-Fi 
HR-VP412 New! 4 Hd « VCR+ 
HR-VP612 New! Hi-Fi * Jog 
HR-VP606 VCRt++ 
HR-VP700 __‘ Flying Erase Hd 


j S-VHS VCRs 


HR-S 4900 Hi-Fi, VCR+ 
HR-S 6900 S-VHS, VCR+ 

















VIDEO RECORDERS 
PV-2401 All Ch. Auto SetCall 
PV-4401 4 Head Call 
PV-4451 4Head. Hi-Fi Call 
PV-4461 VCR+ Built-in Call 
PV-S4366 S-VHS.VCR+ Call 
PV-S4380 Jog Shuttle Call 
AG-1970 Super VHS Call 


PANASONIC 
ACCESSORIES 
PV-A118 Batt. Charger Call 


Pv-c80 Car Batt. Cord Call 
PV-G40 Char.Gener. Call 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 


VR-526A 

VR-601HF 
VR-658HF 
VR-662HF 
VR-664HF 
VR-667HF 
VR-720HF 


8mm CAMCORDER ACCESS. 


RCA 8mm Hard Case 29.85 
RCA 2 hour battery (BB120) 


Built-in VCR+ 
4 Head Hi-Fi 
Front A/V 

4 Head Hi-Fi 
Built-in VCR++ 
Hi-Fi, VCR++ 
S-VHS 








AUTHORIZED DEALER 

MICORDERS 
12xZoom Call 
Under 1 Lux Call 

* Comes with soft case 

8mm CAMCORDERS 

VL-E30 3" Diag. Monitor Call 
VL-E40 4" Diag. Monitor Call 
(Ask about $150 Rebate on VL-E40) 
VL-HL100 Hi-8,4" Mon. Call 


3" Color Viewcam 
8} 


VL-HL100U 
from SOP 


ask for Detal The first camcorder to 
replace the viewfinder 
with a big 4” color LCD 
view screen! No-strain 
shooting. Instant play- 
back with color & sound! 


* Hi-fi stereo sound 
« 4" LCD color screen 
* Digital Image Stabzr. 


VIEWCAM 
ACCESSORIES 
¢Car Battery Cord Call 
«Sun Hood Call 
¢ Wide Lens Call 
* Sports Pack Call 


The 
Camera World of Oregon 
Commitment... 
. «wae (911. 


INTEGRITY * LOW PRICES 


4" Color Viewcam 


VL-E30 


Now everyone can see 
& hear the playback 
together, right on the 
view screen! Light- 
weight & easy to hold. 


¢ 3” LCD color screen 
* 8x power zoom lens 
* Wireless remote 


CALL FOR PRICE 








“6 | got a great camera at a great 
price and wish to thank Brooke and 
your company for your professional- 
ism and quick response time. | won't 
hesitate to recommend you to fami 


and friends. 7? 
K. Burke + 





Springfield, Virginia - 11/17/93 





WEST’S LARGEST PHOTO & VIDEO CAMCORDER DEALER! 


THORIZED DEALER 


8mm _ CAMCORDERS 


VM-ES53A Call 
VM-ES5SA Call 
VM-H57A Hi-8,E.1.S. Call 
VM-H38A Hi-Band Call 
VM-H39A Hi-8, case, ight Call 
VHS CAMCORDERS 


VM-1600A 12xZoom Call 
VM-2600A 24x Dig. Zm. Call 
VM-S8200A Super-VHS_ Call 


VT-M171A Quick Start Call 
VT-M270A 4 Head Call 
VT-M272A VCR Plus+ _— Call 
VT-F370A 4 Head, Hi-fi Call 
VT-F372A 4 Head, Hi-fi Call 
VT-S772A S-VHS,5Hd. Call 











LARGEST INDEPENDENT 
CANON VIDEO DEALER 
IN THE NATION! 


1990 « 1991 * 1992 * 1993 
4 YEARS IN A ROW! 








8mm Video Camcorders * Point & Shoot 
Cameras * SLR Cameras * Lenses * 
Flashes * Accesories ¢ Still Video Cameras 
© Still Video Printers, Software/Hardware 


smmcamcorpers | HiEl 


E520 Pop-Up Light 
E700 12x. Imag Stabil. 
uct ULTRA-Compact 
UC20 10x Zoom 
UCS3 Hi-Band 
ucss Image Stabilizer 
A1 Digital Hi-8. 10x Zm. 
L2 RC Time Code : 
image Stabilizer Lens L2 Accessories 
A. 3X ZOOM LENS 
Get great wide angle shots with 
the CL-3X zoom lens. Use for 
architectural & group pictures. 
B. EXTENDER CL 2X 


Doubles the focal length of 
Canon VL mount lenses without 
degrading image sharpness. 


CANON ACCESSORIES 


Multi-Battery Charger/ 
Recharger imc-100) 


Charges and refreshes up to 4 
Canon battery packs. 


Car Battery Charger 
(CB-100) 

Can be plugged into most car 
cigarette lighter sockets to 
charge batteries or power the 
camera. 


Optical image Stabilizer 
24x Digital Zoom 
* Digital Signal processing 
i-fi stereo sound 
nique, ultra-compact style 


CALL FOR PRICE 























Multi Laser 
Disc Player 


Still Video Cam. Call 
Still Video Cam. Call 
Visualizer Call 
Printer 

Printer 

Color Printer 

Video Player Call 


Film to Video 
Converter 


TAMRON 
EQTOVIX}IIf S 
Enjoy your photo- 
graphs on TV! 
Also record them 
on video from 
your slides and 


 LX-K750....New! * Karaoke 
CALL FOR BEST PRICES! 


The Photo Album of the 90s! 


Browse through your “photo 
album" on your TV! Fun to 













watch with friends & family. 
* PCD-5850 3-yr. warr. 
¢ PCD-M50 ... Portable 





¢ Mailer 


Call for Prices & Information Standard Combo Carrier Set 


xtra, Returns and exchanges may be made within 14 days of receipt of merchandise with prior authorization only (Call Customer Service for a 
andise returned for refund will be subject to a restocking fee: 5% if box is unopened (still sealed), 12% if box has been opened. 








Jean-CS.  Jason- Sales Rick- Sales Michelle-Sales _T.J. - Sales 




















FULL MANUFACTURER'S USA WARRANTY 


CS. = Customer Service 











Allison-C.S. Dave-Sales Brooke - Sales Jeremy- Sales Rob-Sales Freda-Sales Roger - Sales 











Most Orders At Your Door by 
3 Business Days Nationwide! 






* Authorized Dealer * 


Canon SON Y REA Panasonic 

cis ayeaeet os Nikon JVC HITACHI OLYMPUS 
Big Screen & Wide MIN@LTA PENTAX (luaSar BRONICA 
Aspect Ratio TVs iA eT \ Vo) te Nd OU MVADINE | Hart 
as RIGO FUJI YASHICA Leica Mamiya 

SAMSUNG Gi 4) PIONEER S'SIGMA 

QUANTUM Konica Vivitar_-—#<- TDK 

tTekima CONTAX TAMRON SEK ONIC 

CULLMANN @tamrac AZDENKodak 

§4KenkoPolaroidGOSSEN @V/DEONICS 


TRIPODS GITZO bogen SLIK Velbon 











































AUTHORIZED DEALER 


Video Camcorders °* Video Cassette 
Recorders * Walkman ° Discman 
Telephones * Radios * TVs -8" to Big 
Screen * Watchman Portable TVs 
Mini Hi-Fi Bookshelf Stereo Systems 
World Band Radio Receivers 
Mini Disc Players * Laser Disc Players 
Laser Karaoke * My First Sony (For Kids) 











@®HITACHI 


20VR2B 20" Monitor 

TV/VCR COMBOS 
PV-M1321 13" Color Call 
PV-M2021 20” Color Call 


PV-M2042 20", 4-Head Call 
PV-M2071 20", Hi-Fi Call 






































atk 
i ee ell Quasar PORTABLE COLOR TVs 
D-121 I : " : 

WM-EX10 i D-223 -D-828K VV-1213 13" TV/VCR CT-10R10 10" Color TV Call 

WM-FX21. WM-D3_—- WM-SXF44 ues Daal D-421SP VV-1220 20" TV/VCR  CT-13R10 13” Color TV Call 









WN-FX22 WM-D6C_ SRF-M33 
WM-FX32_ WM-GX90  SRF-M43 DAT WALKMAN 
WM-FX38 SRF-39  SRF-HMS5 

WM-FX41 SRF-H2 — SRF-M70_ TCD-D7 wm-DT1 
WM-FX45. SRF-HM20 WM-SXF40 

WM-F2085 SRF-MSS WM-SXF30 CD BOOMBOXES 
WM-FX52 SRF-88  WM-SXF33 
WNM-FXS6. WM-SXF39_ WM-SXF44 


WORLD BAND RADIO 





























SONY Panasonic 


7 P A IT-A3000 IT-AS05 _IT-A555 
MUTATE | Sbp-aa0 spp-1ao spp.7s | 1T-A2S00 17-A205 KX-T3705__ KX-T3730 





















SPP-AGO SPP-170 SPP-57 KX-T3848_— KX-T3980 
ICF-SW15 ICF-SW33___ICF-SW55 ITD-250 ITD-100 | spp.x90 spp-160 spP-x50 | Ucar tet icce | KX-T4000 — KX-T4400 
ICF-SW800 ICF-SW7600 ICF-2010 CFD-20 CFD-445 CFD-768 ITD-150 IT-BS SPP-D15 SPP-115 SPP-X30 KX-T2250 _ KX-T2310 

Lf ICF-sw30 ICF-SW15 ICF-SW77 CFD-30 CFD-758 CFD-970 (1D-200—IT-B3 SPP-320 SPP-97 SPP-ER1 | TAM-50 TAM-1000 









29" % 
Monitor Jee Ed/It 2, 2x 
GITZO SLIK XV-T33 Sketch Titler Pro Ed/It 3 Call 


XV-C700 ColorCorrector | proEd/it4 Call 
bogen Velbon (camcorder not Included) ‘Auto CV-300 99.85 XVv-C900_ Color Corrector Pro Magic SFX-5 Call 
M329 Mark Il M938, T740 CZ-200 Auto Call PHOTO & VIDEO 


XVD-1000 SFX Generator Color Writer Magic Call 
PHOTO & VIDEO 12V Car AC Adapter CZ-200 59.85 GADGET BAGS 


RAT ceri ron | Sound Mixer (Stereo) Call 
; PHV-A7 Film-to-Video Cnvtr. 
Adapter TV Tuner Readylite 10 44.85 aallgs 
TRIPODS ¢ CALL 7 matelea Head Call Complete line in stock! 
































HVT-80AFiim-to-Video Cnvtr. 
SB-V1 switcher | “WVIDEONICS 
SB-V4B Switcher 

SB-V700 Switcher 
SB-V900 Matrix Switcher 








Telephoto & Wide Angle 
P401U LCD Video Projector For Sony TR-101 Camcorders AOI 7 
P701U LCD Video Projector —— Thumbs Ub eae cal 
aS ae Video Equalizer Call 
= , ) J = JVC Sound Effects Mixer Call 
WMS-Pro ECM-111 ECZ-990 = 4 { Title Maker Call 
WMX-Pro WR2-Pro  CAM-3 Wi : i pociiat JX-T88. Titler Digital Mixer (MX-1) Call 
AD * 1.5x Telephoto Lens (52mm) NI JX-T66 Titler 
[MADY STABILIZATION SYSTEM * 0.65x Wide Angle (52mm) a Kenko JX-SV55 Video Editor Panasonic 


151 VR/LT * Protective Case & 2 lens caps JX-S100 A/V Selector | wy-ave1 New Titler 





































































Wireless lav. mic Allows you to make * Instruction Sheet j JX-S300 A/V Selector WJ-AVE3 _ Dig. FX Genertr. 
system. 120dB | | smooth pans & profes- 5 85 Semmes JX-S700 A/V Selector | wWJ-AVES Digital A/V Mixer 
dynamic range. sional-looking action or ON ui JX-S900 A/V Selector | W4J-TTL5 Char. Generator 
Upto 200 feet sports videos. Call today! SALE Call For Best Prices! G-v6é0 Char.Generator | wJ-MXx30 Call 


operating range 
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All returned merchandise must be in new condition and must include all packaging and printed material in original, unaltered condition. Shipping and handling charges are non-refundable. Some items are one 
per customer. All orders are subject to verification and acceptance. Camera World is not responsible for typographical errors. *Subject to suppliers price changes. ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 
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nel signal, and two for parallel connec- 
tions to the left and right main speakers. 
Unity says sound mixers usually put all 
the ambient sound in the main speakers, 
and that its design brings the ambience 
into the center speaker for a more natu- 
ral soundfield. The surround speakers 
are the size and shape of a hardcover 
book, with a midrange driver facing to 
each side and a tweeter along the edge. 
Controversial ideas, to be sure, but we 
thought the system sounded great. 

If last month’s feature on subwoofers 
(“Audio You Can Feel”) has you yearn- 
ing for big bass, check out the latest subs 
from Definitive Technology and Hsu Re- 
search. All delivered enough punch to 
shake the sturdiest shelf and annoy the 
most tolerant neighbor. Definitive 
showed a 12-inch sub with its new $179 
(each) BP-1 bipolar satellite speaker, and 
wowed all in attendance. 

Atlantic Technology also showed a 
new decoder with center/surround level 
compensation. Atlantic’s Peter Tribe- 
man says few people watch movies at 











DESCRAMBLERS 
Best Prices in the U.S.A.! 
Guaranteed to Work! 


WE WILL BEAT ANY PRICE! 


JERROLD PANASONIC 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA PIONEER 


The Newest & the Latest 


DMTB-A - all Jerrold Impulse & 
Starcom series 
SA3-DFA -all Scientific Atlantas 
incl. 8536, 8536+, 8580, 
Drop-field 
- all Pioneer systems 
ALSO 
oe = Fe) Pe 4 od OF So) C) 
FAST SHIPMENTS 


30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
FREE CATALOG & INFORMATION 


1-800-772-6244 


M-F:; 9-6 EST 
U.S. Cable TV, Inc. Dept.: KVM044 
4100 N. Powerline Rd. Bldg. F-4 Pompano Beach FL 33073 
NO FLORIDA SALES! 


PN-3A 
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CABLE TV 





the level movie makers intend, so that 
when they turn the level down the dia- 
log gets hard to understand and much of 
the surround effect is lost. But when you 
switch on Atlantic’s level compensation 
and lower the volume, the left and right 
channels are cut to a greater degree 
than the center and surround channels. 
This is a great idea, a real relationship- 
saver for late-night movie watchers. 
The most surprising home theater 
entry was by AMC, a company best 
known for its 30-watts-per-channel inte- 
grated tube amps. AMC demonstrated a 
THX-certified surround processor with 
an integral sound-pressure level meter 
for calibrating the system. There’s a mic 
jack on the front and a test mic is in- 


cluded. Not a bad deal for $1,000! 
DIRECT BROADCAST 


Following more than a decade of 
hype, the direct broadcast satellite is fi- 
nally here. Represented by the RCA 
DSS system, it generated considerable 
interest at CES. Retailers eager for new 
profit lines crowded the RCA/Thomson 
booth for demonstrations. This month, 
the DSS system will begin to bring 
scores of channels directly into Ameri- 
can homes equipped with RCA’s 18-inch 
dish and sleek set-top decoder; DSS is 
scheduled to become available nation- 
wide this fall. 

DBS-1, the first of two-high powered 
Hughes satellites that make DSS possi- 
ble, was successfully launched into orbit 
last December, while the second is due 
to fly in early summer. The pair of birds 
will fulfill the promise of 150 channels of 
programs, which RCA says will be deliv- 
ered with laserdisc-quality video and 
CD-quality sound. 

Two DSS program suppliers an- 
nounced plans for a myriad of channels. 
USSB will offer 14 popular cable chan- 
nels, including HBO, Showtime, MTV 
and Nickelodeon in packages costing 
from $7.95 to $34.95 a month. DirecTv 
announced the addition of ESPN to its 
roster of programs, which already in- 
cludes The Disney Channel, CNN and 
Court TV. 


VCRS AND TVCRS 

The most intriguing VCR develop- 
ment wasn’t a new deck, but a program- 
ming aid by Gemstar. Called Index Plus, 
it’s essentially a no-brainer, onscreen ta- 
ble of contents for home-recorded 
cassettes. A VCR with Index Plus cir- 
cuitry would encode any tape used for 
home recording with an ID number and 
a permanent index of its contents. View- 
ers would easily access the index any- 
time they use the tape, and go directly 
to any entry by moving an onscreen cur- 
sor with the VCR’s remote control. 





TV stations would encode program 
names into line 21 of the vertical blank- 
ing interval of their TV signals. VCRs 
with Index Plus would simply read the 
code. Stations can also use the code to 
provide programming schedules. Gem- 
star, creator of VCR Plus, says it expects 
to see the feature in at least some VCRs 
by the end of the year. 

Among the more interesting VCRs 
were dual-well 8mm/VHS VCRs from 
Go-Video and GoldStar. The two Go- 
Video models, tentatively priced at $999 
and $1,299, record and play on both the 
8mm and VHS sides, and the deluxe 
model allows Hi8 playback. Both are 
due this fall. The GoldStar model, with 
a five-head VHS deck, only offers play- 
back on the 8mm side. 

Another Go-Video deck with two 
four-head VHS VCRs includes a new 
audio twist, a Dolby Pro-Logic surround 
decoder with wireless links to two rear 
surround speakers, which are included 
in the $1,500 price. Toshiba showed sev- 
eral VCRs with amplifiers on the head- 
drums to reduce noise. The feature has 
been on professional VCRs for years. 
Now its migrating to consumer decks. 

There were more than a smattering 
of new TVCRs. Entering the TVCR 
market for the first time are Zenith — 
with the 19-inch TVR1920 and 
TVRI1940, and the 13-inch SLV1230S — 
and Aiwa, with the 20-inch VX-S201 
and the 13-inch VX-S131. Sanyo is offer- 
ing the 19-inch TVR-1944 for $450 and 
the 13-inch TVR-1344 for $400, both 
with trilingual onscreen displays. TVCR 
pioneers Panasonic and Emerson 
showed new models with slightly up- 
dated features. 

For videophiles with sing-along 
sides, Panasonic showed a laser karaoke 
player, the LX-750, with built-in critical 
capabilities. It uses onscreen displays to 
show singers how far off pitch they are 
and how many sour notes they hit. It 
can automatically adjust a song’s key to 
match a singer’s key and, even better, 
turn itself off after too many missed 
notes. 


CAMCORDERS AND TVs 
Surprisingly, few new camcorders 
were announced, but there were some 
bright spots. Sharp showed the VL- 
HL400 Hi8 ViewCam, which updates its 
pioneering VL-HL100 ViewCam by add- 
ing a real zoom rocker and a few operat- 
ing improvements. Canon’s Hi8 L2 
camcorder with interchangeable lenses 
upgrades the sturdy L1 by adding RC 
timecode, data and index codes, hori- 
zontal wipes and a new remote with a 
shuttle dial. 
Toshiba took the widescreen TV 
continued on page 103 
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A-1 Digital 

* DIGITAL SIGNAL PROC. 

* AUTO TRACKING FOCUS 
IBACKLIGHTING CONTROL 

¢ TRUE TO LIFE AFM Hi-Fi 
STEREO SOUND 





E250 


* 12x POWER ZOOM 
* Hi-Fi STEREO 

¢ WIRELESS 

* REMOTE CONTROL 


Berwyn, PA 19312 Park Free (10th & Ludiow) Fairless Hills, PA 19030 
215-889-3960 215-627-9580 215-949-1086 
Camcorders 
Laser Disk Player's 


Hours: 10-9, Sun. 12-5 Hours: 10-7 Hours: 10-9, Sun. 12-5 


Portable Audio 
Hi-Fi 


8-438 

(8mm) 

* EASY OPERATION, DIGITAL 
SIGNAL PROCESSING 


* 16X DIGITAL ZOOM 
* LOW LIGHT RECORDING 


Authorized Dealer 


C-518 

(VHS-C) 

* LIGHTWEIGHT, ULTRA- 
COMPACT DESIGN 

* 8X POWER ZOOM LENS WITH 
AUTO MACRO 

*1 LUX LOW-LIGHT RECORDING 


(Hi-Band 8mm) 

* PROFESSIIN HI8 CA 
CORDER WITH 2-CCD 
PICKUP FOR TRUEST CO 
OR REPRODUCTION AND 
SHARPEST DETAIL 


UCS1 


* 10x AUTO FOCUS 
* Hi-BAND 8mm 
FULLY AUTOMATIC 


Authorized Dealer 











* 15x POWER ZOOM 
* Hi-BAND 8mm 
* EOS ADAPTER 


Authorized Dealer 


* Water Resistant Body 

*3-Lux Low-Light Sensitivity 

* Full Range AF with Auto 
Macro 

* Digital Superimpose with 
8 Colors 

* 6x Power Zoom Lens 


me... 


teaiay 


*8:1 Power Zoom 

* Flying Erase Head 

1 Lux Minimum Illumination 

* Full Range Autofocus 
System 

* 16x9 Recording 

* Automatic Head Cleaner 

* Video/Audio Fade Control 


Pro 807 


*8:1 Power Zoom Lens 

* Flying Erase Head 

* FullFunction Wireless Remote 
Control 

*1 Lux Minimum Illumination 1 

* Full-Range AutoFocus System 
* Program AE (Auto Exposure) 


C0517 


20:1 Zoom Plus™ 

* Digital Zoom to 80:1 

+ Flying Erase Head 

2 Lux Minimum Illumination 

* Quick-Response Infrared 
Autofocus 

* Digital Signal Processing 


R-18H 


* RICOH OPTICS 

*10X 1 ZOOM 

Hi-Fi STEREO 

* PROGRAM AE 
«WIRELESS REMOTE 

* DIGITAL SUPERIMPOSER 
TOO LOW TO ADVERTISE 


PV-IQ 203 10X Power Zoom... 
PVIQ 303 With Light....0.0 
PV.10 403 Color Viewinder..... 
PV.10 503 Color Viewsinder..... 


Best Quality TV SelectioCall 


SONY. 
Jvc 


Q PIONEER 


CC180 


* 8:1 Power Zoom Lens 

* Auto Focus System 

3 Lux Low Light Sensitivity 

* Variable High-Speed Shutter 
© Age Insert 

+ Flying Erase Head 


PV-810 wiCase & Light 
PY-T60 snesrsnnsne 
PV.S770S-VHS..... 

VIDEO RECORDERS 


mms |UCS2 


VR 667HF 


8-848 


* High-band dmm image quality 
with Hi-Fi stereo sound 

* Electronic Image Stabilization 
© 8x-64x Tri Zoom in an ultra- 
slim and lightweight body. 

* Digital autofocusing, Al fuzzy 
logic control, digital filter & fade. 


VCR Plus+1 Programming 
System with Cable Box 
Channel Control 

+ 4-Head Video System 

+ VHS Hi-Fi Stereo Recording 
[Playback 

* Automatic Head Cleaning 
System 

* Front Audio/Video Input Jacks 


* Canon 8x zoom lens for high 
resolution images 

* Hi format for superior picture 
quality 

* Connects to any TV or VCR for 
immediate playback 

* Full-range precision Autofocus 

*3-mode Programmed Auto 
Exposure 


* 16:1 Zoom Plus™ 

* Digital Zoom to 64:1 

« Flying Erase Head 

¢ Full Function Wireless 
Remote 

1 Lux Minimum Illumination 

* Quick-Response Infrared 
AutoFocus 


*8:1 Power Zoom 

« Flying Erase Head 

3 Lux Minimum Illumination 

* Full-Function Wireless 
VCR/Camcorder 

* Full-Range AutoFocus System 
* 16x9 Recording 








EDITORS 


EDITORS 


Sketch Titler 

‘olor Corrector 

Edit Controller 
Film-to-Video Converter 


Video Edit Maker... 
Thumbs Up Editor 
Video Equalizer. 


EDITORS 


Video Titler 
Video Editor 
AN Selecter 


MHC-510...AM/FM, Cass, CD Call 
MHC-610...AM/FM, Cass, CD Call 


MHC-1750....5 CD Chamger Call 
MHC-2750......5CD Changer Call 
MHC-3750.....5CD Changer Call 


AN Selecter 
Char. Generator 


Call for Prices 


Title Maker ‘ 
Sound Effects Mixer. 


Call for Prices 


Switcher 
.Matrix Switcher 


Call for Prices 
































PHOTO & VIDEO 

3000 w/3-D Head. 

3003 w/3029 Hea 

3010 w/3-D Head. 

3020 w/3-D Head. 
3023w/3021+3047hd. 

3124 w/3011+mic. hd. 

3150 w/3051+mini hd. 

3170 w/7001+mic. hd. 

3214 w/3211+3047 hd. 


TeleZoom Pak. 19.85 


COMPLETE 4200 CAL 

TAMRAC LINE gt cs ae ONL 
IN STOCK 

CALL FOR PRICE 


RETURNS OR EXCHANGES MAY BE MADE WITHIN 14 DAYS. RETURNS MAY BE SUBJECT TO A 10% RESTOCKING FEE. SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES ARE NON- REFUNDABLE. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PRICES GOOD FOR MAIL ORDER. ONLY ALLOW 2-6 WEEKS FOR BACK ORDERS. 


Authorized Dealers of: S@NY MINSLA JVC Canon RICOY OLYMPUS Quasar REA PIONEER 
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E’LL BEAT 
ANY PRICE! 











JERROLD ¢ TOCOM e ZENITH 
OAK ¢ PIONEER ¢ HAMLIN 
SCIENTIFIC ATLANTA 








HAVE MAKE AND MODEL NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT USED IN YOUR AREA 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 


ALL SHIPPING & HANDLING FEES AT CUSTOMER’S EXPENSE 
Anyone implying theft of service will be denied assistance. 


CABLE WAREHOUSE 





10117 WEST OAKLAND PARK BLVD., SUITE 315, SUNRISE, FL 33351 
NO FLORIDA SALES 
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MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a’ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL-ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 








































































2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 


3. Check with the advertiser re- 
garding any warranties offered Gr availa- 
ble for purchase. 


4. Check whether the advertiser 
has a return policy and a restocking charge. 


5. Keep a record of your order and 
all other transactions and get the names 
of all persons with whem you speak. 


6. Never send cash. Pay by check 
or money order or with a credit card so 
you will have a record of your transac- 
tion. If you pay by_credit card, you may 
have a.greater measure of recourse in 
the event the advertiser does not per- 
form. (Check the complaint procedures 
of your credit card companies. ) 


7. If you receive damaged or im- 
proper merchandise, contact the adver- 
tiser as soon as possible. 


8. Get a receipt from the shipper 
whenever you return merchandise. 


9. Since VIDEO Magazine will not 
continue to accept advertising from busi 
nesses that have engaged in a regular 
pattern of unfair or improper dealing 
with our readers, try to determine which 
have been long-standing advertisers 


WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 


1. Allow 30 days for receipt of or- 
der or delay notification. 


2. Contact the advertiser in writing, 
stating the merchandise ordered, the 
price and date of order, and the nature 
of your complaint. Include proof of pay- 
ment (copy of cancelled check, showing 
both sides, credit card statement, etc. ). 
Keep a copy for your records. 


3. Allow two weeks for a response 
from the advertiser. 





4. If your complaint is still not re- 
solved, contact us in writing (no phone 
calls, please), enclosing copies of all cor- 
respondence and proof of payment 

along with an explanation. of what has 
transpired. 


Mail to: 

VIDEO Magazine 
Advertiser Complaint Dept. 
460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 


Other organizations that can assist you if 
you have a problem. 


The Direct Mail Marketing Association 
Mail Order Action Line 

6 East 43rd Street 

New York, NY 10017 


Your local postmaster. 
(Ask for the name and address of the 
appropriate “Inspector-in-Charge.") 


Your state or local consumer protection 
office or the office closest to the adver- 
tiser. 
The Better Business Bureau. 


Your state Attorney General's office. 
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MAIL-ORDER GUIDELINES 


Note: These, regulations do not per- 
tain to orders placed over the telephone 
and charged to a’ credit card. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR MAIL-ORDER PURCHASERS 


1. Read the ad carefully. 




























2. Whether you place your order by 
mail or by telephone, confirm the exact 
price (including any rebates) and any ad- 
ditional costs such as warranties, ship- 
ping, handling and insurance before you 
place your order. 
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VIDEO TAPE 







Which video formats L] VHS LJ S-VHS CJ 8mm 
do you currently own? C) Beta CI Laser Disc 


& 1-800-542-8811 ZZ... 





Do you record and edit your own video movies? (J) Yes J No 

What products do you plan to buy in the next 12 months? 

CO) vcR C) Camcorder ©) TV ( VideoTape (C) AW Component 
CL) Video Editor/Generator (J Tripod, Lights, Lenses, Bags 
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Our goal is to provide the best prices on 
_the equipment we offer. We value repeat 
business and referrals. Therefore, service must 

be provided before and after the sale. 


As a PLANET customer your satisfaction is our 
success. If you have any questions or problems, 
please call customer services. 


100% GUARANTEED 
Canon 


ONY 
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800-247-4663 
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JVC 
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AUDIO/VIDEO RECEIVERS 
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EDITOR 
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CAMCORDERS VCR’S 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER 


CAMCORDERS 
PLEASE CALL! 
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SPECIAL EFFECTS MIXER © COLOR 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER ¢ 


CAMCORDERS + 
WE STOCK 'EM ALL. 


AUTHORIZED DEALER 
CAMCORDERS VIDEO 
FUJF120SW PROJECTORS 
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BOGEN TRipops 


3124 - Dolly 3144 - Shoulder Mount 
3016 - Monopod 3179 - Tri-pod 

3116 - Mini 3170 -Tri-pod Please 
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LCD 3" COLOR 
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LCD 4" COLOR 
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VCR’S e CAMCORDERS 

TV’S ¢ VIDEO PROJECTORS 
EDITOR ¢ VIDEO PRINTERS ! 


|} PHILIPS 


"| AUTHORIZED DEALER 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER eee 


MINI AUDIO SYSTEM 
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IMPROVE CAMCORDER PERFORMANCE 
LENS ¢ REWINDERS ¢ MIXERS 


eS Please Call 


Nady ¢>—— 
PRO VIDEO MIC’S e HEADPHONES 
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WHATEVER YOU NEED 


CASIO 
SUNPAK 
MONSTER CABLE 
LENVAR 
DISCWASHER 
VIDCAM 
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GO - VIDEO 
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&TDK- JVC 
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All sizes & formats. 
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Not responsible for type errors. 
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OUR SUCCESS ! 


CAMCORDER & 
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ol IDIO/VIDEO TAPES 


Panasonic 


CAMCORDERS 
PV-1Q203 
PV-S372 
AG-455 


RICOW 


CAMCORDERS 
R-18H R-87H 
R-61 R-88H 
R-105 


CAMCORDERS 
PRO 808 PRO 930 
PRO 870 CC-540 
PRO 883HB = CC-512 


CAMCORDERS 
L-1 E-520 
A-1D UC-S3 
E-350 E-250 


Quasar 


27"SX2751HE 
SX2754HK 
31"SX3151HE 
SX3164HK 
700 Lines resolution 
Picture in Picture 
INVAR Shadow Mask 
Dyna Dome Stereo 


Ultravision 


TOP RATED! 


CAMCORDERS 
VN-750 VN-320 
VN-330 VN-500 


CAMCORDERS 
GR-AX25 GR-SZ1 
GR-AX35 GR-SX90 
GR-AX55 GR-M7U 


ae MITSUBISHI 


DIGITAL PIP from 27" to 40° 


1ST TIME EVER 40° PICTURE 


TUBE CS-40FX1 





THE MOST POPULAR “VX” 
ERIES VS-SOVX3 & VS-60VX, 


plete 
of RCA TV's from 27 to 35" 


ALL NEW HYPERBASS SURROUND SOUND 
DIGITAL PICTURE IN PICTURE 


ALL New 27", 31", 32", 35" 


NEW 16:9 FORMAT 
NV-55BX4 IN STOCK NOW 
AV-31BM4 AV-35BX3 
AV-32BX3 AV-35BH4 


|Fanasonic| 


PV-S43 


ALL NEW 1993 cen : 
27", 30", 32", 35", 


NEW 48" & 55" NOW AVAILABLE! 
a DIGITAL PIC IN PIC from 27° to 55" 
3 Dimensional Sound, Built in Woofer 
S-VHS Input, Variable Audio Output, 
700 Lines Res., DBX Noise Reduction, 
Ext. Speaker Terminals, 3A/V In/Out, 
Dual RF Inputs, Univ. Remote Control 
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Laserinteractive 


We stock all types of CD-interactive 


Front Screen 
Projectors 


SUPER VHS 
EDIT RECORDER 
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video projectors with 
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VIDEO ACCESSORIES 


We a. complete line of 
tripods, lights, fitters, lenses, 
edit processors, batteries and 
tapes for all your video needs 


fis 
e 
i) 
ted 
4 
= 
<= 
i? 
Oo 
jms 
A 
c 
o 
7) 
© 
fe 
© 
ou. 
cj 
= 
a | 
x 
” 
jee] 
= | 
“” 
= 
“ 
S 
= 
2) 
Wy 
Q 
S 
> 
r 4 
i 
[a 
< 
oS 
ne 
fo 
Zz 
O 
74 
TT 
a) 
ee 
co 
a) 


RICO} Gm Mikon OLYMPUS nwitacn: © Canon ,& MITSUBISHI 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


HS- U82 HS-U59 HS-U48 


HS-U69 HS-U58. -HS-U36- 


of a button! 


products, which allows you to play 
D-ROM video games and 
educational games 


TOSHIBA 


Panasonic|$= 


LX-900 LX-600 LX-101 


Auto Rev., Plays all 5 Cae 
Sizes, Time € Base ar 
S-VHS Video Output, Di 


Jog/Shuttle Control, Fly. Erase 
Head, Synchro-Edit Ht D Prog. 


Panasonic 
VHS VCRS 
PV-4301 PV-4362 
PV-4351 PV-S4366 
PV-4361 PV-S4380 


Speaker Selection 


e 


We carry all types of front, center 
Channel and rear speakers and many 
different types of subwoofers! 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


To place an advertisement in VIDEO Magazine's Classifieds: 
DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT: 


REQUIREMENTS: 


Payment must accompany advertisement. We accept checks, money orders 
and Mastercard/Visa. NOTE: ADVERTISERS USING A P.O. BOX NUMBER 1X 6X 
MUST INCLUDE PERMANENT STREET ADDRESS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 
AND CONTACT PERSON'S NAME FOR VIDEO MAGAZINE'S RECORDS. AD- 


Per Inch: 


VERTISEMENTS RECEIVED WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT BE 


ACCEPTED. 


All advertisements are subject to Publisher's approval. VIDEO Magazine is not 
responsible for typographical errors. No “regular” advertisements will be al- 
lowed for the exchange, rental, trade, or sale of videotapes due to the potential 
problem of copyright infringement. No advertisement will be accepted which of- 
fer for sale products or services that have been illegal because they infringe on 
copyright protection or other forms of property ownership. 


Advertisers must guarantee publisher that none of the materials and/or services 
sold through the advertisement violates any federal laws. Any violators will be 


barred from future advertising in the magazine. 


WORD ADVERTISEMENT: 
Per Word: $6.00 (15 word minimum) 


All words regardless of length. abbreviation, symbol or numeral will be counted 
as one word. P.O. Box numbers/Street address are counted as two words; City/ 


State/Zip Code are counted as two words. 


ACCESSORIES 


CAMCORDER BATTERY PACK LASTS TWEN- 
TY HOURS. SEND $2.50 (APPLIED TOWARDS 
PURCHASE) FOR INFOPAK TO: KD ELECTRON- 
ICS 4771 SANTIAGO DRIVE, LA PALMA, CA. 
90623-1446 


NEW! VIDEO CAMCORDER DUST COVERS. 
Durable. Gray. Compact, Midsize or Large. Send 
Size and $10.95 + $1.50 S&H to Wittco Enterpr- 
izes, POB 26184, Colorado Springs, CO 80936 


MOLDED PLASTIC VHS VIDEO CASSETTE 
SLEEVES FREE SAMPLE (INCLUDE $.50 
FOR POSTAGE) LEWIS ENTERPRISES, P.O. 
BOX 40 REDAN, GEORGIA 30074 














YOU WON’T BELIEVE YOUR EYES! Simple, 
patented, non-electronic attachment on TV screen 
creates astonishing illusion of depth, adding real- 
ism and pleasure. FREE INFORMATION: DEPTH 
ENHANCEMENT 14389 Island Lake Rd, Chelsea 
MI 48118 


SINGERS! (oens: 
Unlimited Backgrounds™ 


From Standard Records & CD's with the 





Thompson Vocal Eliminator'™ Call for Free 
Catalog & Demo Recorc , 


. 
Phone: (404)482-4189 Ext 40 + ’ 
Singer's Supply, Dept VI-1 
7984 Hightower Trail 
Lithonia, GA 30058 
24 Hour Demo/Info Request 
Line (404)482-2485 Ext 40 
Singer's Supply - We Have Anything & Everything For Singers 


AMATEUR 


GIRLY SPORTS & SUNSHINE VIDEOS! Intro- 
ducing: Nudeaerobics- 1 Hour $29 100 + titles Col- 
orpak $6. VIDEOSTAR-V Box 5160, Santa Monica, 
CA 90409 


RAISED SKIRT VIDEOS! FREE Catalog! 
Sexy amateurs! 2 hr. video, over 80 models 
$19.95 plus $3.50 S&H. Procorv, PO Box 
649, Bowie, MD 20718-0649 or toll free 
1-800-215-3846. Must be 21. 


CUTIES AT THE BEACH. Stunning 2-hr video 
essays of Youth in Motion under the sun. VHS and 
S-VHS. VHS Beach 1 $29. $3 Catalog. JD Video, 
4001 S. Decatur, #410-VID, Las Vegas, NV 89103. 


CANDID EUROPEAN NUDIST videos. 19 NEW 
releases. Contests, skinnydipping. Catalog $3. 
NatFam(VV), Box 838, Venice, CA 90294. 























12x 
$535 $514 $462 
Camera ready art required and pre-payment. 


Please mail all advertising copy to 
VIDEO MAGAZINE CLASSIFIEDS 


460 West 34th Street 
New York, NY 10001 
(212) 947-6500. FAX (212) 947-6727 














ISSUE RESERVE MAT. 
March 1994 12/30/93 ‘1/6/94 
April 1994 1/27/94 2/3/94 
May 1994 3/3/94 3/10/94 
June 1994 3/31/94 _ 4/7/94 








SES 
= 
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ADULT COMPUTER MOVIE DISKS $7.00 
EACH 5 FOR $27.00 STATE AGE AND DISK SIZE 
ADD $3.00 SHIPPING CREATEK, P.O. BOX 299, 
WALNUTPORT, PA (<098—1498 


FRENCH DANCING GIRLS, Gymnastic Compe- 
titions, Beauty Contests. Video $50.00. Brazil 
Video, P.O. Box 8572, La Jolla, CA 92038 


AMATEUR VIDEOS! THERE IS A GOOD SE- 
LECTION TO CHOSE FROM. AND THERE 
SHOULD BE SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE. TO 
RECEIVE ALIST PLEASE CALL 1-800-827-8240 
EXT 2035 MC & VISA REFUNDABLE. EACH 
onor $3.00 MIN. MUST BE 18 + WCE HOME 
VIDE! 


CALIFORNIA COLLEGE GIRLS Strip-Tease, 
shower, play & pose totally nude ina wild, wet & 
erotic 90 minute video. Send $35 to TRANS- 
AMERICA PICTURES, 309 Judah St., Suite 214, 
San Francisco, CA 94122 1-415-566-1212 
VISA/MASTERCARD 


BLANK TAPES 


BLANK COMMERCIAL GRADE TAPE T-5 TO 
T-15 $1.00 EA. T-20 TO T-30 $1.35 EA. FOR 
LONGER LENGTH CALL (610) 434-4653 OR 
WRITE TO VHS TAPE WAREHOUSE 1013 SO. 
FOUNTAIN ST., ALLENTOWN, PA 18103. WE 
SHIP UPS, COD 








TAPE WORLD 


MAXELL 
7,49} XL11-90 


TDK 


M-F, 8-5 VISA, MC, DISC. 2 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


Exciting Stories of Nymphs and Vixens at 
Play Catalog $2 PZM P.O. Box 358 Summertown, 
TN 38483 








The Beauty of Youth tastefully explored in pho- 
tography and art. Books featuring work by Oven- 
den, Mann, Hamilton, Sturges, lonesco, Saudek, 
Henson, a.o. $2 Catalog. Ophelia Editions, P.O. 
Box 2377, New York, NY 10185. 




















OFFBEAT VIDEO SOURCEBOOK Describes 
1,200+ Sources for 100,000+ Videos. $19.95, 

BF N.E. Third Street, #252E, Bend Oregon 
17701 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: family recreation. New re- 
leases. Videos, magazines. Infopak $3. Lifestyles- 
V, Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 








~ BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


HAVE A VIDEO CAMERA? MAKE A BUNDLE 
AS A LEGAL VIDEO SPECIALIST. FREE 
INFO: 312V BUENA VISTA, SANTA CRUZ, CA 
95062 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS! TO RECEIVE INFORMA- 
TION FOR GETTING INTO THE VIDEO INVEN- 
TORY BUSINESS. PLEASE CALL 
1-900-773-7377 EXT 2031 OR 1-800-287-8240 
EXT 2032 MC & VISA EACH CALL $3.00 FIRST 
MINUTE $2.00 ADDITIONAL MINUTES. MUST 
BE 18+ TO CALL, WINNINGHAM CARTER EN- 
TERPRISES. 











CABLE 


PREVENT DESCRAMBLER DAMAGE - 
DON'T BITE THE BULLET!!!! Snooper Stopper 
Data Pulse Blocker $34.95 - Data Blocker with 
Dual Surge Protection $54.95 - Remote Control 
A/B Switch $39.95 - Video Connections, Inc. 
1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE DESCRAMBLERS, test turn-on kits, bul- 
let stoppers. We have the lowest prices in the in- 
dustry. Because we have no catalog, and no 800 
number! Call everyone else, then call us for the 
best price. We pay cash for cable equipment. No 
Florida sales. 305-425-0751. 


REVOLUTIONARY NEW PRODUCT. Univer- 
sal Box. Works on all Jerrolds and Pioneer 
Systems. Mega Electronics 1-800-676-6342 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS JERROLDS ® , ZE- 
NNITH, PIONEER, OAK, Scientific Atlanta, and 
many more. 12 years experience gives us the AD- 
VANTAGE VISA/MC AMEX COD. ADVANTAGE 
ELECTRONICS, INC. 1-800-952-3916 1125 
Riverwood Dr., Burnsville, MN 55337. 


SECRET CABLE DESCRAMBLERS! Build your 
own Descrambler for LESS than $12.00 in SEVEN 
EASY STEPS! RADIO SHACK Parts List and 
FREE Descrambling Methods that COST NOTH- 
ING To Try, Included. Send $10.00 to: Information 
Factory, Dept. 7, P.O. Box 669, Seabrook, Texas 
77586. For C.0.D'S 1-713-922-3512 Any Time! 
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Cable TV Converters /Decoders Jerrold, Sci- 
entific, Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer, Oak ... EXCEL- 
LENT PRICES/PERSONABLE SERVICE. 
CALL INNOVATIVE ELECTRONICS, INC. 
612-888-8050 


DIGITAL VIDEO STABILIZER Removes all 
video tape copy protection, caused by copy guard, 
on pre-recorded tapes $54.95 - Video Connec- 
tions, Inc. 1-305-741-7284. 


CABLE TV CONVERTERS, Jerrold, Oak, Scien- 
tific Atlanta, Zenith and many others. New MTS 
stereo addon: Mute and volume ideal for 400 and 
450 owners! VISA/MC/AmEx 1-800-826-7623. 
B&B INC. 3584 Kennebec, Eagan, MN 
55122. 














TV cable/satellite (‘‘gray’’ market) de- 
scrambler expose, 160pp., illustrated, with ven- 
dor lists for chips, parts. Law, countermeasures, 
much more! $23.75 + $3 s/h. Check/MO to Index, 
3368 Governor Dr. Ste 273-B, San Diego CA 
92122. Credit cards only 800-546-6707. Free cata- 
log of “insider” books on scanners, cellular, credit, 
eavesdropping, much more. 


CABLE T.V. CONVERTERS, DE- 
SCRAMBLERS. Scientific Atlanta, Zenith, Jer- 
rold, Pioneer, Oak. Replacements for most models. 
Quality, Price and Service. Visa M/C. Dealer inquir- 
ies invited. EAGLE Electronics Inc., 
1-800-259-1187, Number One, 1301 Rail- 
head Blvd., Naples, FL 33963 











CABLE TV 
Converters & Descramblers 
*Tocom * Oak 


*Jerrold *SA 


*Zenith * More 


Why tolerate unbearable, monthly 
cable fees when you can buy for 
less at Multi-Vision? 


800-835-2330 


asa A 34 L E T V fastaCar] 
DESCRAMBLER 
LOWEST PRICES way B= 


-Money Back Guarantee- CNG Goncepts Inc 
9-6 CST P.O. Box 49503-VM 
MON-FRI MPLS., MN 55449 

Please have MODEL used in your area when calling 


tan extra sss 1-800-930-1843 


y CABLE T.V. 9 
e EQUIPMENT » 


All makes and models! Low Prices. Quantity 
discounts. FREE CATALOG. C.0.D orders 
accepted. No Illinois orders. 

L&L ELECTRONICS INC. 

1430 Miner Street, Suite 522 
Des Plaines, IL 60016 
We Accept MasterCard and Visa 
-800-542-8190 


YEARS OF CUSTOMER SATISFACTION! 


FREE CATALOG! 1-800-648-7938 
JERROLD HAMLIN OAK ETC 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


© Special Dealer Prices! ¢ Compare our Low Retail 
Prices! Guaranteed Prices & Warranties! 
© Orders Shipped Immediately! VISA/MC/AmEx 
REPUBLIC CABLE PRODUCTS, INC. 
4080 Paradise Rd #15, Dept. 239 Las Vegas, NV 89109 
For all other information 02) 362-9026 


























The nationwide 
source for cable 
Tv equipment. 


| 
| 
| | 
| “BUY WHERE THE DEALERS BUY." | 
| | 
| | 
| | 

I 


ms MEGA ELECTRONICS pals 
Mee 1-300-676-6342 fra 


| 21 South Main Street, Winter Garden, FL 34787 


PLAZAC SALES INC. 


Cable TV Converters Plus Panasonic, Scientific 
Atlana, Jerrold, Pioneer and more. Professional 
Service, Good Prices. One Year Warranty - Ship 
C.O.D. Any one implying theft of service will be 
declined pits Sorry, no New Jersey sales. Dealers 


Wanted. —_ PLAZAC SALES INC. 
1-800-A-WIRE-4-U (1-800-294-7348) 


CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS 


© Quantity Discounts ¢ 24 Hour Shipping 
e Save Money Don't Rent 
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICE 
Call Us Last For Best Price 


1-800-677-0321 


Anyone implying theft of service will be denied service 
VCl - NO FLORIDA SALES 


V-LOCC XL" 













ximize your enjoyment! Have 
the clearest picture possible when 





* No--Rolls / Jitters / Flickers / Fading 

« Video Level Display Indicator--Exclusive! 

* Gold Video Connectors & Cables Included 

¢ Adjustable Output Control - Multi Output 

¢ Color Defeat Switch - Stops Colorized Movies! 


* Money Back Guarantee 95 
* Best Picture Output VX-100 $69. 


SVS Model Vxs-200 $99. 
"Don't Settle for Less !" 


Volume Stabilizer “ey, 
* Stabilizes Low or High Volume Transitions Tor 9, 
* Home Theatre or Stereo Systems ad 
* Stops the CRACKS and POPS & BOOM from AUDIO 
* ENDS COMMERCIAL AUDIO INCREASE 
+ Adjustable Range Controls 
+ RAVE REVIEW FROM VIDEO MAGAZIN 


AC-1 $99. Order Both & SAVE II! 


Plus Shipping COMBO PACK#1 $149.% 


Polaris Industries MADE IN USA 


Same Day Shipping 800-752-3571 
141 W. Wieuca Rd, Atlanta, GA 30342 











SAVE 100's - EVEN $1000's on premium 
EW Nepean Guaranteed 











STOP JAMMING 
ME! 
If you rent video tapes 
they’re jamming you too. 


When playing back rented movies you will 
notice annoying flashes, streaks, jitters. This 
is caused by copy protection jamming 
embedded in the video. The MVE2000 will 
spot and completely eliminate Macrovision 
and all current copy protection giving you a 
crystal clear picture. 


Guaranteed - 1 year - 30 Day Money Back 
ELIMINATES ALL COPY PROTECTION 
* Works on all TV’s, VCR’s, Beta 
* Completely Automatic no adjustments 
* Digital state of the art 


MVE2000 - $59.95 with 9 volt 
MVE3000 - $69.95 with AC power 


Add $6.00 S/H 
We ship retail orders 3-day 
select services 


Order Toll Free 


1-800-967-2603 


Or 402-334-3292 
Distributors Unlimited 
643 N. 98th Street, STE 254 Omaha, NE 68114 


- cle 





Now you can tune-in to your 
favorite cable TV programming and 


CABLE TV EQUIPMENT, 


Converters ¢ Descrambiers ¢ Filters 


Catalog 4 
MODERN ELECTRONICS 
1-800-906 -6664 MONEY BACK 


GUARANTEE! 


FREE Catalog 


Converters & Descramblers 
30-Day Guarantee 
Best Prices*Best Warranties 





MasterCard*Visa 
Discover*Amex*COD 


Show Time Cable 


643 N 98th St STE 260 
Omaha, NE 68114 


1-800-643-4258 
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Look 


to the 

Future 

with your coum 
Calle Converter 
& Descramller! 


eI ogre 








We citer a full line of original and aftermarket 
descramblers for Jerrold, Pioneer, Zenith, 
Scientific Atlanta, General Instrument... 


*89 


‘ABLE TV DESCRAMBLER S ee 


WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT AND MORE! 













Call for 
information 
& pricing 
S49 


Panasonic, Cable TV Converter 


VIDEO STABILIZER 
Allows you to copy movies protected by 
Macrovision and other copy protection sys- 
tems, Metal case w/9v battery included 
Optional AC adapter $6 
Gault, Inc. 


CALL 800-487-2225 neh 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLER LIQUIDATION! 
Hamlin Combos $44, Oak M35B $60 (min. 5), etc. 

sd =~ i OF OY Noe i =f i = Om STO). (Or) 


For Information: 818-709-1758 
Catalogs & Orders: 800-628-9656 


CATALOGS 


TV GUIDES. CATALOGUES $2.50. TV COL- 
LECTIBLES, MAGAZINES, PLAYBOYS, ETC. 
CATALOGUE $3.00. ROGOFSKY, BOX 107- 
VM GLEN OAKS, NY 11004 


FREE 


STEREO i) 
CATALOGS 


For The Latest In 
Todays Most Wanted 
PANT Cs Coma Ue (Xe) 

Electronics : 


1°800 °GET-HIFI, 
































































FREE 
CATALOG! 


ALL MAJOR BRANDS 


NU-TEK 


ELECTRONICS 


3250 Hatch Rd. Suite 1C 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 


EDUCATION/INSTRUCTIONS 


TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 papers avail- 
able! 306-page catalog--rush $2.00. Research, 
11322 Idaho, #206VT, Los Angeles 90025. Toll- 
Free Hotline: 800-351-0222 (California: 
310-477-8226). 





FILMS/MOVIES 


1,000,000 VIDEOMOVIES /SOUNDTRACK 
LPS! Video Catalogue---$1.00. Descriptive Cata- 
logue--$9.95. Soundtracks---$1.00. RTS/VE86, 
Box 93897, Las Vegas, Nevada 89193 


NUDIST ATHLETICS, DANCING, BOWLING, 
BODY PAINTING. Family naturist videos. 
Previews ‘93 $59; Photo-filled catalog $3. 
Natuurlijk, Box 5278VI, S.M. CA 90409 


WORLD'S SEXIEST BEACHES, Rare, Candid. 
Close-ups, only the finest looking young girls. (1 
out of 10,000 gets on our tapes), hot new footage, 
immediate delivery. Catalog $2.00, Videos $50.00, 
Brazil Videos, P.O. Box 8572, La Jolla, CA 92038 


* Free Sunshine! Nudist Big Mail Video Di- 
rectory Offer. 300 + Sources. Preview video - 
$25.00 Color Catalog $5.00. Genesis-V Box 5653 
Santa Monica, California 90409 1-800-4-NUDISM 




















JOIN US FOR A HAPPY NOOD YEAR!!! Nood- 
ist Videos & Magazines for the entire family. High- 
est quality from $29.95. Send $3.00 for color 
brochure. BB Enterprizes 2762-A, W. Broadway, 
Los Angeles, CA 90041. 


FOR SALE 


REPLICA SWISS WATCHES 18KT Goldplated! 
Lowest Prices! 2Y Warranty! Heavy Weight! Water- 
proof! Submarines, Daytonas...! (404) 682-0609 











INDEPENDENT PRODUCTIONS 


NUDIST VIDEOS 
SUMMER '93 RELEASES 


$3 for catalog: 


NATUURLIJK 
Box 5278VI, Santa Monica CA 90409 








THINK YOU'VE SEEN EVERYTHING?! | 
thought so too. We're both wrong. Talk about some 
strange girls! Guaranteed awesome, but inexpen- 
sive. Brochure. $2.00 Dark Mountain Video, 607 
Corona Street, Suite 294, Denver, CO 80218. 


‘“*PBTM"’ Buy-Out CD MUSIC LIBRARY! 
24hr. Demo/Info. Line FREE CATALOG 
(503) 345-0212 


Foreign Cuties. Photo Sessions, Nudist Videos 
For Information Send $3 to: C.R.T. P.O. Box 
191127 Miami Beach, Florida 33119. 


SPICE UP YOUR SEX LIFE! Oils, Lingerie, Vid- 
eos, Novelties, & More. Confidential and Discreet. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Free Catalog. 18+ only. 
TLC - Box 1411, Guasti, CA 91743 800-643-1940. 


LEGS! BUNS! CALVES! (plus surprises)!! Un- 
believable competition finalists on stage in bikinis, 
shorts, skirts and heels! Two 1-hour tapes, $25 
each, $40 both. TARGET 2-1480 Gulf Road, Point 
Roberts, WA 98281 


Missing Nudist Movies of the 20's - 90's. Full 
Length Feature Films. VHS Sampler-$20.00 Color 
catalog $5.00. IDEN, 2709 4th Street, Suite 5, San- 
ta Monica, CA 90405 1-310-392-0046. 


TOPLESS FRENCH BEACHES. Rio Carnival, 
Brazilian Beach Girls, Videos $50.00. Catalog 
$2.00 Brazil Video, P.O. Box 8572, La Jolla, CA 
92038 


BABES OF MANILA! Asia sexiest and wildest 
women. XXX AMATEUR ACTION! Write L.B.F.M., 
Box 8110-279, Blaine, WA 98230 























VIDEOS UNIQUELY APPEALING FOR THE 
FETISH IN YOU! From the tips of their toes to the 
top of their head, naughty girls next door, house- 
wives, coeds, secretaries, beautiful erotic girls 
show raised skirt, panties, garterbelt, stockings, 
pantyhose and TOTALLY NUDE! Nothing left 
to the imagination! 2-hour sampler video 
$25.00 or send $5.00 for photo filled catalog. 100's 
of titles) LORELL DOLAN-VM P.O. BOX 83, 
GREENLAWN, NY 11740. 


BRITISH T.V. & FILM. 400 PAGE 6000 TITLE 
CATALOG $9.00 REFUNDABLE. LAUGHING 
HOUSE P.O. BOX 8572, ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 
92812-0572. 


Sexy Babes! Explicit Nudes! Ponderosa 1992 
(2 Hrs.): VHS $30: S-VHS/Hi-8 $50; Info $1.00. 
State Age. MML, P.O. Box 10826 Merrilville, IN 
46411. 


EROTIC IMPORT - CULT VIDEO! Bimbos, 
nymphos, and psycho sluts! Free Catalog! Video 
Vamp, 1483 N. Mt. Juliet Road, Mt. Juliet, Tenn. 
37122 


VIDEO SEARCH..... We obtain hard-to-find 
films. 5 searches-$5 & sase. Video Finders, 
1770 N. Highland, #721v, L.A., CA 90028 








BABES IN THAILAND. EXPLICIT ONE HOUR 
SEX FRENZY: $29.00. TEN COLOR PHOTOS: 
$11.00. SAMPLE PHOTO/CATALOG: $3.00. VOY- 
AGE, 41 SUTTER, #1309-J, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CA 94104. 


NUDE BEAUTY & DANCE CONTESTS videos. 
Unisex. S.A.S.E. for Brochure. Preview Tape 
$24.95. Classic Productions, P.O. Box 952, Meta- 
irie, LA 70004. 


**DOWN ON FARM"’ XXX Unusual and 
Strange!! Pretty young girls on bizarre adven- 
tures! 1 hour vhs. All New Broadcast Quality $45. 
Also: ‘BROWN AND GOLD" $40. Order the 
most wild and hard-to-find XXX from around the 
world at Discount prices! Brochure $5. Joe Wilde, 
1328 Broadway, Suite 1054, New York, N.Y. 10001. 








CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 212-947-6500 
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TAKE €@ LOOK! 
What Ive Got! 
PUBLIC NUDITY 
On The Colorado 
River! 


WET €ND SEXY! 


YOUR ONE STOP VIDEO SHOP 
BEST IN AMATEUR SINCE 1981 


#145 Memorial Weekend T&A 2hr. '93 
#448 Labor Day Wet T&A 2hr. 93, 9394 2 OF more 
#149 Topless Beaches of Jamaica 70min. gpl 25ea 
#150 The Window Peeper 90min. y $ 

Preview Tape 51 Videos 2hr. $25. Brochure $1.Ck/Mo/Visa/Mc 
To GM VIDEO POB 1339 Sedona, Az 86339 Chg (800)829-1285 





Circle 158 on Reader Service Card. 





SEXY GIRLS DOING CUSTOM VIDEOS, 
TEASING, TANTALIZING, TORMENTING, YOUR 
SCRIPT, QUOTE $10.00 VIDEO LISTINGS ALSO 
AVAILABLE $2.00 SAMPLER $10 DIANE PEER- 
LESS PO BOX 1378 HANFORD, CA 93232 


HONDURAS, COSTA RICA, Caribbean, Philip- 
pines, Thailand Red Light Districts Guidebook, Vid- 
eos. Infopak $2.00. International, Box 1035, 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33443-1035 


SHOCKING XXXX EUROPEAN Incest Videos. 
Forbidden Sample - $30.00. Photolog — $2.00. 
TLC, POB 330, Deerfield Beach, FL 33443-0330 


SCANDINAVIAN SCHOOLGIRLS!!!! Cherry 
Girl XXXX Videos! Sample $20.00. Photolog 
$2.00. TLC, POB 330, Deerfield Beach, FL 
33443-0330. 


LATIN EUROPEAN AND RUSSIAN BEAUTIES 
Want Romance/Marriage. Free 56 Page Catalog. 
LatinEuro Introductions, Box 26750-VI, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL. 33320 1-305-858-7766. Anytime. 


NEW ASIAN HEAT WAVE AMATEUR XXX 
plus Adult videos from China. Free info. CAL/ 
ASIA MARKETING, 4120 Douglas Blvd. #306-194- 
V, Roseville, CA 95746. 


SPRING BLOSSOMS - Uninhibited International 
Cuties At Their XXX Best. Volume One - $49.00. 
MinVid Co. 3182 Campus Drive - Suite 271, San 
Mateo, CA 94403. 


AMATEUR XXX FOR SALE/TRADE; RE- 
VIEWED IN MONTHLY ISSUES OF VIDEO 
XCITEMENT! SAMPLE $5.00 (SEALED ENVE- 
LOPE): P.O. BOX 187-V, FRASER, MI 48026 


CALIFORNIA'S NUDE BEACHES 1994! 2 
HOURS $29.95 BROADCAST QUALITY! EXCLU- 
SIVELY FROM PACIFIC VIDEO, 3400 IRVINE 
#115 NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92660. CATA- 
LOGUE 714-252-8336. 



































We supply all kinds of hard to get videos 
from Europe. Full detailed catalog US$10 Write 
to: BTR Enterprises P.O.Box 46 Volendam 1130 
AA Holland Tel: 011-31-6528-46958 


MARDI GRAS: Watch the girl next door flashing. 
Two tapes available, 1993 and 1994. One tape, 
$38.00. both tapes, $69.00. Florida resident add 
6%. Rex Enterprises, POB 640182, North Miami 
Beach, FL 33164. 


MARDI GRAS VIDEOS. Adults Only. Nudity 
$1.00 Color Brochure. VMG, Box 71634, New Or- 
leans, LA 70172. 


IDENTICAL TWINS! Brothers or sisters! Ten 
sets! Ages 18-20! Twenty XXX videos! 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!! Brochures 
(with FREE TAPE coupons): $2 (refundable)! Mail: 
Leland, 30327 Rhone Drive-(VML), Rancho Palos 
Verdes, CA 90274 


FOREIGN XXXX VIDEO SAMPLER - ONLY 
$12! Canadian “Schoolgirl” Amateur - $18. Explic- 
it “Nudist” - $20! 2-Hours each! High-quality! (Cat- 
| alog - FREE). F.P.(v), CP116F, Toronto, Canada 
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HOT, SEXY MODELS SHOW ALL! $2.00 color 
video catalog. Sandy's Modeling, P.O.B. 3892, 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91359 


Ms. F.L.E.S.H. Fest Finalists! Five ultimate 
eye-popping collector fantasies. 60 min. 
$39.95. AVS, 4-94, 4741 Central #193, 
KCMO 64112. 


RUSSIAN MISSES - Authentic Moscow girls! 
Nude! Wow! True rare beauties! 60 min. NUDE 
AEROBICS VOLS. 1-3. Five gals each voloume. 
$40 ea. 2 or more $35 each. Color catalog $2. IPI 
VIDEO 2521 S. Big Bend Blvd. St. Louis, MO 
63143. MC/VISA 314-647-4419. FAX 
314-644-5944. 











Forbidden Underground Videos from Euro- 
pe and Orient. Preview tape of over 30 vid- 
eos $20. Catalog $2. Taylor, P.O. Box 405, 
Springfield, MD 65801-0405 


| BLUE VANITIES: CLASSIC VINTAGE STAG- 
FILMS. 30's to 60’s arcade nudes & strippers, 
softcore & teasers. COLLECTOR'S ITEMS, all on 
video VHS/Beta. Large Selection - CATALOG 
$3.00 ADULT FILM TO TAPE TRANSFER- 
RING. Regular, Super 8 & 16mm - Lowest prices 
available. Also foreign conversions (All Coun- 
tries). FILMFARE VIDEO LABS, INC. Dept. A 
401 NE Ravenna Bivd., Ste. 156 Seattle, WA 
98115. 





LASER DISCS 


*20% OFF NEW LASERDISCS* 
Lowest prices. Trades welcome. 
WE ALSO BUY / SELL USED TITLES. 
Dallas Digital (Videoquest) 

(214) 987-4744 Fax (214) 987-3544 


LASER DISCS UP TO 60% OFF! FREE CATA- 
LOG. LASER EXCHANGE SUITE #275, 444B 
BROADWAY SAUGUS, MA 01906-1995. (617) 
231-8010. 


LASERDISCS LARGE SELECTION, LOW 
PRICES! PLAYERS, RECEIVERS, ETC. WE BUY 
LASERDISCS. CALL LASEREX (415) 493-4166, 
FAX (415) 493-8149 


USED LASERDISC CLEARANCE. Rare Titles. 
Save Money. FREE CATALOG. VDI/C 5339 Pros- 
pect #221, San Jose, CA 95129 


FREE SAMPLE - LASER DISC NEWSLET- 
TER. News, reviews, ads and more. (800) 
551-4914 P.O. Box 420, East Rockaway, NY 11518 
FAX (516) 594-9304 


INTERACTIVE (LASERDISC ELECTRONIC 
NOVEL) 12 CAV, FULL-LENGTH COLOR. 
GRAPHICS SCIENCE FICTION, “LORDS OF THE 
CRESCENT”. SEND 39.95 FAIRBAIRN, T.E. P.O. 
BOX 301, HOLLAND, OHIO 43528 


ADULT LASERDISCS, ALSO ADULT CD- 
ROMS. For full color catalog, send $5.00 (Refund- 
able with order). HUNDREDS OF TITLES! 
TRANSAMERICA PICTURES, 309 Judah St., 
Suite 214-AL, San Francisco, CA 94122. (415) 
566-1212. VISA/MC/AMEX 











+ 12% OFF LASERDISCS * 
THE LASER IMAGE ... SINCE 1980 
5000 Discs + Pioneer Equipment Dealer 
PH: (303) 586-8360 : Fax: (303) 586-2728 


LARGEST ON THE EAST COAST 


1-800-347-1941 


FRIENDLY SERVICE * SAME DAY SHIPPING 
EVERY TITLE DISCOUNTED * FREE SHIPPING 
HUGE SELECTION 


2516 COBB PARKWAY « SMYRNA, GA 30080 
1-404-955-8909 © FAX 1-404-984-2173 24hrs 
VISA, MC, DISC., CHECKS * 10-7 MON-FRI EST 






























ATTENTION NEW LASERDISC 
PLAYER OWNERS! 


Call us within 3 months of buying a new Laserdisc Player (from 
any dealer! - we just need a dated copy of your invoice), 

& we'll give you a one day 20% OF F LV SHOPPING SPREE!! 
(Limited to titles that have already been released-including used!) 
Plus!! buy any quantity of our lovingly used CLV LBX Star WarsTrilogies 
Not THX (while supplies last) for just $75 ea.! (+ $3 S&H) Call for details 
Above offer expires 12/94, Mass. Residents add 5% Sales Tax 
1000'S OF NEW & USED LASERDISCS!! 
& we take your Used Discs in trade!! 

INDUSTRY'S BEST SELECTION & SERVICE SINCE 1984 
IMPORTS, CD-I, CD-ROM & KARAOKE, TOO!! 
ight @ Call or write for our FREE catalogs!!! 


ound 617 894-8633 fax 617 rang A a 
27 Jones Rd., Waltham, MA 02154 








(OMeT ON cl cl ry 


lameatliecs 
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WE STOCK EVERY TITLE 
Largest mail order retailer in the U.S. 


* Fastest availability on new titles 
* Most orders shipped same day 44 
* 10% discount on all titles Years in 
* Free UPS Shipping in Business 
Continental U.S. (2nd Day Air Only) 
« Visa, Mastercard, Amex, checks & C.O.D. 
For Free Catalogue Call or Write 
1-714-892-2283 
Ken 1-800-624-3078 
Crane's INCA 1-800-626-1768 


1 Beach Blyd., Westminster, CA 92683 
Circle 155 on Reader Service Card. 


| HWY Fi BY KY ORS 
OVER 9,500 TITLES! 


USA's Largest In-Stock Selection! 
10% To 20% Discount On All Titles. * Special 
Sale Lists To Preferred Customers. * Exclusive 
NO TMAE LAAT Disc Warranty. * Visa, 
Mastercard, C.0.D.’s Accepted. 
Free Catalog, Call Or Write: 
STARSHIP INDUSTRIES 
605 Utterback Store Road, Great Falls, VA 22066. 
(703) 450-5780, 430-8692. Fax: (703) 430-6657. 
Hours: 11 to 7 Monday-Thursday, 11 to 6 Friday. 
























COMPUTER RELATED 


DIRECTORY 100+ Sources of Public Do- 
main, Freeware and, Shareware Software. 
Including CD-ROM, Graphics, Games, Util- 
ities, Adult, etc. $2.00. PVCOMP, P.O. Box 
359C, Scottsville, NY 12172-0359 





MISCELLANEOUS 


Voyeurs Catalog/Newsletter. Concealed 
Video Cameras/Pinhole lenses. Annual Subscrip- 
tion $24. $5 gets sample of both. Valueline Publica- 
tions 9205 S.E. Clackamas Rd., #137-A, 
Clackamas, OR 97015. 





ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE ROMANCE! Over- 
seas, Sincere, Attractive. World's #1 Service! Free 
Details, Photos! SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE, Box 5500-ZR, Kailua- 
Kona, Hawaii 96745. (808) 325-7707 


NUDE CELEBRITY PHOTOS! Movie and televi- 
sion stars! Illustrated list. $1.00. Superstar Enter- 
prises, Box 886, Orchard Park, NY 14127. 


JAPANESE, ASIANS, EUROPEANS seek 
friendship, correspondence! All Ages! Free infor- 
mation: Inter-Pacific, Box 304-A, Birmingham, MI 
48012. 


MEET WOMEN WORLDWIDE! Free 32 page 
photo catalog! CHERRY BLOSSOMS, 190VM 
Rainbow Ridge, Kapaau, Hawaii 96755. 1 (408) 
980-7488. 
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VIDEO CLASSIFIEDS 


RUSSIAN LADIES, truly beautiful, seek compan- 
ionship. Free color photobrochure! Russia76; 
P.O.B. 888851; Atlanta, GA 30356; (404) 
458-0909. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS, worldwide, want correspon- 
dence, friendship, marriage. Sample photos free! 
Hermes, Box 110660/A, D-10836 Berlin, Germany 


BEAUTIFUL JAPANESE LADIES! We'll Intro- 
duce you! Photos, Descriptions, applications, 
$2.00: Japan, Box 20323-V, SunValley, NV 89433 


OVERSEAS EQUIPMENT 


MULTI-STANDARD TVs, VCRs, PAL, CAM- 
CORDERS, WORLDWIDE USE, ASMARA 
OVERSEAS SHIPPERS, 5568 Sepulveda Boule- 
vard, Culver City, CA 90230. PHONE: (310) 
398-0080. (800) 723-4646. 


SATELLITE TV (igs 


NAME BRAND EQUIPMENT & ACCESSORIES 
Systems * Upgrades * IRDs * Movers » Feeds 
LNBs * 3' to 24’ Dishes and much more... 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
800-334-6455 
218-739-5231 Int'l 
218-739-4879 Fax 
Skyvision, Inc? 
1028 FRONTIER DRIVE FERGUS FALLS, MN 
INSTALL OR UPDATE YOURSELF! 





NAME BRANDS AT 50% DISCOUNT 

This FREE 24 page Consumer 

Guide telts all about Satellite Wad 
GUIDE | lists quorentond lowest prices. 

6310 N University No. 3798 « Peoria, IL 61612 


\ CALL FOR 
TRANSFERRING 


FOREIGN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95 
NTSC/ PAL/SECAM, Daily Service, Guaranteed 
Quality, EDENBRIDGE VIDEO, P.O. Box 4025, 
Eden, NC 27289, 1-800 VHS 0006 


FOREIGN TAPE CONVERSIONS $17.50, 
PHOTOS/SLIDES ONTO VIDEOTAPE DONA- 
LDSON ENTERPRISES, 505 GREENBRIAR DR. 
NICHOLASVILLE, KY 40356, 1-800-842-5503. 


FOREIGN DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $19.95 
NTSC/PAL/SECAM. Open ‘til midnight EST, 7 days 
a week. 3D Research, 20120 Route 19, Suite 
105-274, Mars, PA 16046 TOLL FREE 
1-800-735-8582 


FOREIGN VIDEO CONVERSIONS. Through 
digital process. PAL/SECAM, RK VIDEO DUB INC. 
60-15 ROOSEVELT AVENUE, WOODSIDE, N.Y. 
11377. 1-800-851-8514, 1-718-639-2881. 


Internation! VHS Conversions Low as $9.95 
PAL /SECAM/NTSC Digital Process Aegis 
Video Plymouth, MN 612-941-1002 


DIGITAL CONVERSIONS $24.95. VIDEO- 
CASSETTE DELIVERED. QUALITY GUAR- 
ANTEED. EIGHT GREAT YEARS OF 
SERVICE. SAME DAY. A.I.V., 595 CIR- 
CLEWOOD, AURORA, OH 44202 (216) 
562-8983. 








Quality Microwave TV Antennas 


IRELESS CABLE - IFTS - MMDS - Amateur TV 
Ultra High Gain 50db(+) * Tuneable 1.9 to 2.7 Ghz. 
* 55-Channel Dish System $199.95 
* 36-Channel Dish System $149.95 
* 20-Channel Dish System $124.95 
© Optional Commercial Grid Antenna (not shown) Add $50.00 
Yagi Antennas, Components, Custom Tuning Available 
Call or write (SASE) for “FREE” Catalog 
Dish System P.0. Box 8533 « Scottsdale, AZ 85252 
LIFETIME (602) 947-7700 ($3.00 Credit all phone orders) 
WARRANTY MasterCard © Visa © American Express © COD's © Quantity Pricing 
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Build 


a better 
tomorrow. 





Take stock in America. 


With higher paying U.S. Savings Bonds. 











notice. Simply PRINT your new address below and mail this coupon—ALONG WITH 
YOUR CURRENT SUBSCRIPTION MAILING LABEL—to: VIDEO, P.O. Box 56293, Boul- 


der, Colorado 80322-6293 


Name 
City/State/Zip. 


Address 
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continued from page 92 

plunge with a 56-inch rear-projection 
set that looked impressively bright and 
crisp in preview. Priced at $4,999 the set 
includes two tuners, a Pro-Logic decod- 
et, rear surround speakers and storage 
space. Only 25 inches deep, it’s designed 
to stand freely or mount flush within a 
wall. Sharp and Proton showed direct- 
view widescreen sets they plan to mar- 
ket later this year, and RCA added a 
new console to its widescreen line. 

Vidikron showed an impressive LCD 
projector based on a design Philips dem- 
onstrated a few years ago but never ag- 
gressively marketed. The picture was 
stunning, even when magnified to a ten- 
foot diagonal screen. 

When it came to video editing, two 
new video mixers — Videonics’ MX-1 
and Panasonic’s WJ-AVE7 — took center 
stage. We’ve discussed both before (see 
last month’s “Desktop Dilemma” and 
“New Products”) and both look promis- 
ing. 

A new company called Studio Magic 
showed what it referred to as a “Video 
Toaster for PCs.” The product, also 
called Studio Magic, consists of a com- 
puter board and software. It mixes be- 
tween two video sources, performing 
dissolves and wipes. 

Studio Magic captures still frames 
from video, and converts VGA graphics 
to NTSC for recording on a VCR. It in- 
cludes a titler that accepts any Windows 
font, and a special-effects generator with 
effects like metalization and posteriza- 
tion. And it supports Sony’s VISCA pro- 
tocol for controlling VCRs and 
camcorders. At only $499, it could be 
a hot desktop video product. 

Sima previewed the Ed/it 2, an edit- 
ing controller that works with any two 
infrared-controlled VCRs or camcord- 
ers. It includes a fader and a three-chan- 
nel stereo audio mixer. Sima hopes to 
market it this fall for $300 or less. It 
should be a great product. 

The gadget of the show may turn out 
to be Arista’s Commercial Brake, a $199 
box due this spring that promises to take 
the ads out of home recordings of TV 
shows. A microchip in the Brake identi- 
fies commercials by their signal patterns, 
notes their position on your recording 
tape, then fast-forwards through them 
while a blue screen masks the activity. 

Finally, VideoSnap was back and 
ready to launch. This is a device that 
prints a standard Polaroid snapshot from 
any video source it’s plugged into. Its in- 
ventors previewed it at last year’s CES in 
a search for manufacturing support. Ap- 
parently, they found it. Sansui will offer 
the video printer this spring for about 
$700, and Polaroid is considering releas- 
ing a version under its own name. ] 
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We asked in 1990 and in 1992: What is it 
about video that just plain drives you 
crazy, up the wall, around the bend? 
Each time you treated us to thousands of 
responses. You complained about cable 
TV prices, and Congress passed the 1993 
Cable Act. You griped about remote 
control clutter, and universal remotes 
blossomed. Now with a mighty technol- 
ogy-driven revolution in the making, it’s 
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7 Accidental erasures 
71 Ads on movie tapes ‘vf 
7 Bad TV audio 

1 Bad TV reception 
[7 Brand-name snobs 
1 Cable TV audio quality 

[ Cable TV channel changes 

(I Cable TV picture quality 

7 Cable TV prices 

(1 Cable TV service 

[1 “Call for price” ads 

(7 Confusing blank tape grades 
(1 Confusing instruction manuals 
0 Converging technologies 


(1) Damaged rental tapes 





(1 EP-speed movie tapes 

















reader survey 


time to ask you once again. What drives 
you crazy? 

To add your voice, simply check 
each item in our bill of particulars that 
has the power to unmake your day (mul- 
tiple grievances are acceptable). Send 
the completed page or a copy to Drives 
Me Crazy, Video Magazine, 460 West 34 
Street, New York NY 10001. We'll report 


the results in a future issue. 


(7) Foreign films with bad dubbing or il- 
legible subtitles 


(1 Format snobs: Beta, S-VHS, Hi8, la- 


serdiscs, etc. 
(0) Hard-to-use or hard-to-reach controls 
71 Waiting for HDTV 
“1 Home-editing snafus 
7] Home-shopping networks 
71 Incompatible game formats 


71 Infomercials 








Video's greatest gripes— 
our third bi-annua 


7 Interactivity 

[7 Lack of laserdisc rentals 

7 Letterboxing 

7] Losing track of what’s on which tape 

7 Macrovision 

[1 Mindless channel surfing 

[1 MPAA ratings 

“1 Multiple video releases (R-rated, 
X-rated, letterboxed versions; direc- 
tor's cuts, special editions, etc.) 

7 Network logos on TV images 

71 Onscreen instructions 

“1 Panned-and-scanned movies 

[71 People who can’t program VCRs 

71 PG versions of R-rated films 

M1 Pricey pay-per-view events 


71 Product hype 


[7 Remote control clutter 

7 Rental stores that close early 

71 R-rated versions of X-rated films 
™ Rewind fines 

“I Satellite dishes on front lawns 


7] Shopping for equipment 


I 


Uninformed salespeople 
U 


niversal remotes that aren’t 


I 


7 Useless bells and whistles 

7 Video know-it-alls 

71 Very violent movies or videogames 
1 Wiring problems 

7 Would-be censors 





77 Other 
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Interlink® 406 HT 







Monster Video® Series 3 


VIDEO MAGAZINE 








= MONSTER HOME THEATRE’ 


These unique two and three channel cables offer easy hook 
up, decorator jackets, and excellent sound reproduction. 


Front Speakers 

Advanced performance —New Monster Cable® MC 3F HT 
High performance —Monster®XPHP 3F HT 

Improved performance —Monster XP® 3F HT 


Surround Speakers 
High performance —Monster® XPHP 2S HT 
Improved performance —Monster XP° 2S HT 


Subwoofer 
Advanced performance —Subwoofer SW1 


THX-Certified Interconnects for Home Theatre 


Monster's special six-channel home theatre interconnects 
are designed for clean installations and easy hook up of all six 
channels. Monster's RCAs provide the highest integrity signal 
transfer. Also available with easy-to-use DB-25 connectors. 


High Performance 
Interlink® 406 HT —Bandwidth Balanced®; Turbine® RCAs 
Interlink? 406 HTDB —Six channel round; 24k gold DB-25 


Standard Performance 
Interlink® 206 HT —Balanced; 24k gold RCAs 
Interlink® 206 HTDB —Six channel round; 24k gold DB-25 


UL Approved THX-Certified In-Wall Speaker Cable 


Monster’s CL3/FT4 rated two conductor in-wall speaker 
cables now with THX-certification ensure the highest 
performance custom home theatre installation. 


High Performance 
P2P-2R * CL —Time Correct® windings, twisted pair 


Standard Performance 

$14-2R * CL—12 gauge twisted pair construction 
$14-2R * CL —14 gauge twisted pair construction 
$16-2R * CL—16 gauge twisted pair construction 


The world’s highest performance video cable 
for the best possible TV/video performance. 


High Performance 
Monster SuperVideo 3 S-Video —Ultra low capacitance 
Monster Video 3 RCA —Extra wide bandwidth 


Standard Performance 
Monster SuperVideo 2 S-Video —Low capacitance design 
Monster Video 2 RCA —Low loss design 







Circle 50 on Reader Service Card. 


AWARD FOR BEST 


ACCESSORY OF 






MONSTER CABLE’ 


Introducing the Ultimate Cables 
for Home Theatre 


High Performance THX-Certified Speaker Cable 


CLARITY - DYNAMICS - POWER 


Why Monster® THX® 
Certified Cables Are 


ym (nity 
Home 


> 


esthetically Pleasing : 
_ Low profile design; paintable jackets 


_ Patented Monster® Technologies 
Improved soundtrack reproduction 


ee a Se 


Maximizing the Home Theatre Experience 


Monster Cable® Products, Inc. 
274 Wattis Way, South San Francisco, CA 94080 
Tel: 415871-6000 Fax: 415°871-6555 


THX is a registered trademark of Lucasfilm LTD 
“There is no THX certification for video at this time 
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SD-1000 SURROUND DECODER ar 


AA-1660 SIX-CHANNEL AMPLIFIER 





BUT WE THINK YOU'LL FIND THIS FIRST FEW DOZEN FROM VIDEO 
MAGAZINE’S TECHNICAL EDITOR LANCE BRAITHWAITE COMPELLING ENOUGH 
TO MAKE PROTON’S NEW LINE OF HIGH-END MONITOR/RECEIVERS WORTH 


A CLOSER LOOK: @& 





“PROTON HAS A REPUTATION AS THE FERRARI OF DIRECT-VIEW TV 


SETS... THE COMPANY’S TVS HAVE EARNED CONSISTENTLY HIGH MARKS FROM 


REVIEWERS AND VIDEOPHILES.” 





THE OTHER 1371 WORDS ARE EQUALLY COMPLIMENTARY. BUT THAT'S 


NO SURPRISE GIVEN PROTON’S COMMITMENT TO SUPERB ENGINEERING AND 


Bit AD AL 2 2. 


REMARKABLE PICTURE QUALITY. FROM 
THE MAGNIFICENT LARGE-SCREEN 31- 
INCH NT-339 TO THE NEW 20-INCH 
VT-218 MONITOR/RECEIVER, PROTON 
PACKS VALUABLE FEATURES AND 
PERFORMANCE INTO EVERY MONITOR/ 
RECEIVER IT PRODUCES. 

But PROTON MAKES MORE 
THAN PICTURES PERFECT. ADD 
PROTON’S SD-1000 SURROUND 
DECODER AND POWERFUL NEW 
AA-16G60 SIX-CHANNEL AMPLIFIER 
FOR A HOME THEATER SYSTEM THAT'S 
REALLY WORTH STAYING HOME FOR. 


THERE’S A LOT MORE TO BE 


SAID ABOUT PROTON, BUT DON’T TAKE 


OUR WORD FOR IT. CALL TODAY FOR 
PROTON’S NEW CATALOG, A REPRINT OF 
VIDEO’S VIDEOTEST AND THE LOCATION 


OF THE DEALER NEAREST YOU. 


16826 Epwarps Roap, Cerritos, CA 90701 





